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THE ARCHITECTS’ 


standard contents 


every issue does not necessarily contain 
all these contents, but they are 
the regular features which 
continually recur. 


NEWS and COMMENT 


Diary 

News 

Astragal’s Notes and Topics 
Letters 

Societies and Institutions 


TECHNICAL SECTION 
Information Sheets 

Information Centre 

Current Technique 

Questions and Answers 

Prices 


The Industry 


PHYSICAL PLANNING 
SUPPLEMENT 


URRENI BUILDINGS 
OUSING STATISTICS 


Architectural 


Appointments 
Wanted 


and Vacant 


0. 2976] 115 
HE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 

, 11 and 13, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 
’Phone : Whitehall 0611 


Price 1s. od. 
Registered as a Newspaper. 


A glossary of abbreviations of Government Departments and Societies and Committees 
$ all kinds, together with their full address and telephone numbers. The glossary is _pub- 


lished in two parts—A to Ie one week, Ig to Z the next. 
mentioned the word LONDON is implicit i in the address. 


IGE 
IHVE 


In all cases where the town is not 


Institution of Gas Engineers. 17, Grosvenor Crescent, S.W.1. Sloane 8266 
Institution of Heating and Ventilating Engineers. 75, Eaton Place, 1. 


S.W. 
Sloane 3158/1604 
Incorporated Institute of British Decorators. Drayton House, oor" Street, 


Euston 2450 
Institute of Landscape Architects. 12, Gower Street, W.C.1. Museum 1783 
Institute of Arbitrators, 35/37, Hastings House, 10, Norfolk Street, 
Strand, W.C.2. Temple Bar 4071 
Institute of Builders. 48, Bedford Square, W.C.1. Museum 7197/5176 
Institute of Refrigeration. Dalmeny House, Monument Street, E.C.3. Avenue 6851 
Institute of Registered Architects. 47, Victoria Street, S.W.1. Abbey 6172 
Institution of Structural Engineers. 11, Upper Belgrave Street, S.W.1. Sloane 7128 
Inland Waterways Association. 11, Gower Street, W.C.1. Museum 9200 
Lead Industries Development Council. Eagle House, Jermyn Street, S.W.1. 
Whitehall 7264/4175 
London Master Builders’ Association. 47, Bedford Square, W.C.1. Museum 3891 
MARS Group (English Branch of CIAM). Secretary: Gontran Goulden, 
Building Centre, 26, Store Street, W.C.1. Museum 5400 


Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 55, Whitehall, S.W.1. Whitehall 3400 
Ministry of Education. Curzon Street House, Curzon Street, W.1. | Mayfair 9400 
Ministry of Health. 23, Saville Row, W.1. Regent 8411 


Ministry of Housing and Local Government. Whitehall, S.W.1. | Whitehall 4300 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, 8, St. James’s Square, S.W.1. Whitehall 6200 
Ministry of Supply. Shell Mex House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. Gerrard 6933 
Ministry of Transport. Berkeley Square House, Berkeley Square, W.1. Mayfair 9494 
Ministry of Works. Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. Reliance 7611 
Natural Asphalte Mine-Owners and Manufacturers Council. 
94-98, Petty France, S.W.1. Abbey 1010 
National Association of Shopfitters. 9, Victoria Street S.W.1. Abbey 4813 
National Buildings Record. 37, Onslow Gardens, S.W.7. Kensington 8161 
National Council of Building Material Producers. 10,Princes Street, S.W.1.Abbey5111 
National Federation of Building Trades Employers. 82, New Cavendish Street, 
W.1. Langham 4041/4054 
National Federation of Building Trades Operatives, Federal House, 
Cedars Road, Clapham, S.W.4. Macaulay 4451 
National Federation of Housing Societies. 13, Suffolk St., S.W.1. Whitehall 1693 
National House Builders Registration Council. 82, New Cavendish Street, W.1 


Langham 4341 
National Physical Laboratory. Head Office, Teddington. Molesey 1380 
National Sawmilling Association, 14, New Bridge Street, E.C.4. City 1476 


National Smoke Abatement Society. Chandos House, ‘Buckingham Gate Gate 
S.W. 


Abbey 1359 

National Trust for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty. 
2, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. Whitehall 0211 
Political and Economic Planning. 16, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. Whitehall 7245 


Reinforced Concrete Association. 94, Petty France, S.W.1. 


Whitehall 9936 
Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. 


15, Rutland Square, Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh 20396 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 66, Portland Place, W.1. ‘oe 5721 
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, 12, Great George St., S.W.1 


Whitehall 5322/9242 
Royal Fine Art Commission. 22a, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. Whitehall 3935 


Royal Society. Burlington House, Piccadilly, W.1. Regent 3335 
Royal Society of Arts. 6, John Adam Street, W.C.2. Trafalgar 2366 
Royal Sanitary Institute. 90, Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1. Sloane 5134 
Rural Industries Bureau. 35, Camp Road, Wimbledon, S.W.19. Wimbledon 5101 
Society of British Paint Manufacturers. Grosvenor Gardens House, 
Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1. Victoria 2186 
Society for Cultural Relations with the USSR. 14, Kensington Square, eae, }" = 
estern 
Society of Engineers. 17, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W.1. Abbey 7244 
School Furniture Manufacturers’ Association. 30, Cornhill, London, E.C.3. 
Mansion House 3921 
Structural Insulation Association. 14, Moorgate, wee E.C.2. Central 4444 
Society of Industrial Artists. 7, Woburn Square, W.C.1. Langham 1984 
Scottish National Housing. Town Planning Council. 
Hon. Sec., Robert Pollock, Town Clerk, Rutherglen. 
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings. 55, Great Ormond Street, how cA. 
Holborn 2646 
Town and Country Planning Association. 28, King Street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 
Temple Bar 5006 
City 4771 
Sloane 4554 


Timber Development Association. 21, College Hill, E.C.4. 
The Gas Council. 1, Grosvenor Place, S.W.1. 
Town Planning Institute. 18, Ashley Place, S.W.1. Victoria 8815 
Timber Trades Federation. 69, Cannon Street, E.C.4, City 4444 
War Damage Commission. Devonshire House, Mayfair Place, Piccadilly, W. 1. 
Mayfair 8866 
Welfare Equipment Development Association. 74, Victoria St.,S.W.1. Victoria 5783 
Zinc Development Association. Lincoln House, Turl Street, Oxford. Oxford 47988 
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MAKE SURE THAT THE SCAFFOLDING WILL 
BE STARTED AND GOMPLETED 
TO YOUR SCHEDULE 


See us at the 
BUILDING Steel and Aluminium Scaffolding for sale, contract, or hire. Every require- 


TRADES ment met also for ancillary equipment, including: Shuttering- Steel Props 
EXHIBITION Trench Struts - Splitheads - Hoists - Concrete Mixers - Cradles 


“April Sth Builders’ Hand Carts - Barrows - Trestles, etc. 


TO SAVE TIME, SIMPLY PHONE 
YOUR NEAREST MILLS DEPOT 


BELFAST ¢ BIRMINGHAM BOURNEMOUTH BRADFORD BRIGHTON 

BRISTOL CANTERBURY CARDIFF COVENTRY CROYDON DUBLIN GLASGOW HULL 

ILFORD LIVERPOOL LOWESTOFT MANCHESTER NEWCASTLE NORWICH 

PLYMOUTH PORTSMOUTH ¢ READING SOUTHAMPTON SWANSEA YARMOUTH 
MILLS SCAFFOLD CO. LTD., Head Office and Depot: TRUSSLEY WORKS, HAMMERSMITH GROVE, LONDON, W.6 e Tel: RiVerside 5026/9 
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MIT 


for BREWERY — 


Carriageways...roads...car parks and 
playgrounds... they all call for asphalte 

. and asphalte means Val de Travers. 
For nearly eighty years this famous firm 
has been developing new techniques in 
asphalte construction. And now, with 
a group of Associated Companies and 

nches throughout the country, their 


knowledge, experience, and general 
resources make them pre-eminent in V A L D AV 
this field. ‘ 


ACTIVITIES The name that stands supreme for product and service 
of the Company and its Associates 
tn THE VAL DE TRAVERS ASPHALTE PAVING COMPANY LIMITED 
ay @ QUARRY OWNERS e@ ASPHALTE VAL DE TRAVERS HOUSE, 21-22 OLD BAILEY, LONPON, E.C.4 
Telephone : City (i0 lines) Telegrams: Traversable, Telex, London 
MAKERS e@ TAR SPRAYERS @ ROAD LINE 
PAINT SPECIALISTS @® HARD TENNIS COURT ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 


ind PLAYGROUND CONSTRUCTORS @ VALCO- =A. C. W. HOBMAN & CO. LTD. TAROADS LTD. THE DIAMOND TREAD (1938) LTD. 
THERM TILE MANUFACTURERS. THE LONDON ASPHALTE CO. LTD. SICILIAN ROCK ASPHALTE CO. LTD. UNITED 
LIMMER & VORWOHLE ROCK ASPHALTE CO. LTD. W. G. WALKER (GLASGOW) LTD. 


BRANCHES 


BIRMINGHAM - CANTERBURY EXETER GLASGOW LINCOLN 
LIVERPOOL - MANCHESTER - NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 


ill A 


ROCK. ASPHALTE j ~ 3 
TAR PAVING for_ ROOFING | 
as XO 2 | 
‘ fax — 
= 
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VT 4 7. 


has A 


Q. M. & B. movement suitable for A.C. or D.C. and 24 
complies with B.S.816. <= > 
Moulded cover and porcelain base. oo” 


2 ins. Fixing Centres yet exceptionally neat appearance. 
Link chain insulated from switch mechanism. 
7 ft. cord. 


Each Switch is suitable for mounting on a wood block or iron box and can 
be operated from ceiling or wall. Available in 1 and 2 way brown on 
white, all brown or all white. Accessory Catalogue available on request. 


aa UPPER BERK 


¥ 
Manufactured by: MANUFACTURING COMPANY LTD. | 
 §LEY STE T, LONDON, -l. Tel: Paddington 1867-8-9  |§ 
iv 
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‘| 
ROLAGOR STEEL ROLLING SHUTTERS FIRQLA FIRE-RESISTING SHUTTERS POHTCULLIE ROLLIMG GRILLES ay 


CONTINENTAL ROLLING GRILLES BALOSTRADING AEROSHADE (Jatowsic) SHUTTERS 


COLLAPSIBLE GATES 


STEEL FIRE DOORS 


FIRE ESCAPE STAIRS STEEL & WROUGHT IRON GATES 3 


| 
| / — 
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CLAY YESTERDAY . . . CLAY TODAY .. . CLAY TOMORROW 


The ACME Range of 
Roofing Tiles includes 
ACME M.M. 
ROOFING TILES 
ACME SANDSTORM 
ROOFING TILES 


ACME CENTURY 
HANDMADE SANDFACED 


also 
ACME 
RED FLOOR QUARRIES 


view of a street 
of Shops in Ostia 


From early Latin writers it has 
long been known that there were 
great blocksof flatsor tenements, 
and shops in Rome. 


Excavations at Ostia have pro- 
vided valuable information on 
the construction of these build- 
ings and it is evident that the 
Romans showed great ingenuity 
in the use of local materials. 
Clay particularly was used ex- 
tensively for Roofing Tiles and 
Tiles for decorative purposes, 


Ever since the Greek and Roman eras the CLAY Roofing 


- Tile has been accepted as the best roofing medium and today 


is still unsurpassed. Weatherproof, decorative and permanent, 
both in composition and colour, Acme Tiles are made from 
the well known Etruria Marls of North Staffordshire. 
Available in a large range of designs and colours Acme Clay 
Tiles enable the maintenance of uniformity in building schemes 
and at the same time provide for the taste of the individual. 
The Acme Catalogue, giving full information of the complete 
range of Acme Clay Roofing Tiles is available on request. 


For enduring beauty . . . specify 


G. H. DOWNING & CO. LTD., DEPT. C.1. BRAMPTON HILL, NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME, STAFFS. 


. Telephone : Newcastle-Under-Lyme 65381 


L.G,P, 


Vi 
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DUNSTON BRAEHEAD 


Have been installed in these Power Stations 


Earley Braehead Peterborough Southampton 
Portishead Kirkstall Barking Trafford 
Meaford West Ham Skelton Grange Cliff Quay 
Sculcoates Dunston Birkenhead Bradford 

Tir John Hams Hall Littlebrook Huddersfield 
North Tees Blackwall Point Halifax 


Modern Pickerings lifts are contributing to the working efficiency of many 
new Power Stations throughout the country 


LEVATOR ‘STOCKTON. ON-TEES 


116 VICTORIA STREET S.W1A VICTORIA 9860 
NEWCASTLE BIRMINGHAM MANCHESTER BRISTOL LEEOS HULL WORTHING GLASGOW 
E 33 
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ABLE 


‘4 


OIL 


Manufactured by 


Viii 


5 ft. 3ins. wide 


“T use a lot of hardboard these days 
— more than ever I'd say and grand 
stuff it is too! This Ahlstrom ‘Five- 
Three’ has got something though... 
this extra width they're always talk- 
ing about. It’s surprising how much 
timber you save because of it and 
then with the offcuts there’s no end 
to the little jobs I can do. If you 
don't use Ahlstrom ‘Five-Three’ 


then it's time you did!” 


THE HARDBOARD WITH THE EXTRA WIDTH 


FIVE -THREE 


Enquire from your local merchants or from 


Plywood & Timber Products Agencies Ltd., 
Gallardo House, Arthur Street, London, E.C.4 


A. AHLSTROM OSAKEYHTIO, FINLAND 
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FACTORIES improve working conditions with 


REMOTE CONTROLS, 


COVERED BY PATENTS 


ENTILATORS, dampers, air-conditioning 
blenders, flap or butterfly valves, etc., can be 


asily, efficiently and silently controlled by 


ARENS CONTROL GEAR 
designed for the purpose 


This photograph illustrates the newly built Factory of The Lapointe 
Machine Tool Company, Limited, at Bushey Heath, Herts. Arens 
controls are fitted to the long lantern lights in each of the barrel- 
vaulted roof sections. ; 
Architects : Herbert A. Welch & Felix J. Lander, FF.R.I.B.A. 
Arens gear supplied by the Crittall Manufacturing Company, Limited, of Braintree. 


NEW 


CATALOGUE! 


Containing full particulars of our 
WINDOW CONTROL GEAR 
76 pages—fully illustrated 


ARCHITECTS and PRINCIPALS are invited to write 
to us for a copy 


The Standard Motor Co., Ltd., Coventry. 
B.H./S.W. Type | controls fitted to fanlights in the Reception Room. 
Building designed by : Standard Motor Company, Planning Dept. 
Arens gear supplied by Mellows & Company, Limited, of Sheffield. 
Photograph by courtesy of The Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt Company, Limited. 


AIR ENS cContROLS LTD. 


TUNSTALL ROAD - EAST CROYDON - SURREY 


Paton & Baldwins new Factory at Darlington is equipped with both 
. Arens window and damper control gear. 
hone: ADDiscombe 3051/4 
Telep e | Consulting Engineers : Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners. 
Photograph by courtesy of the General Contractors, John Laing & Son, Limited. 
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Where paintwork has to stand up against strong 
acids, alkaline solutions, corrosive gases, Evo-Led 
Primer followed by Evode Chlorinated Rubber 
Paints give greater satisfaction than any 
prepared on an oil or synthetic resin basis. 
They are also resistant to mould formation, 


bacteria, etc. 


Of unique value in many industries for technical 


reasons, Evode C-R Paints are also widely used 
for the outside and inside decoration of hospitals, 
schools, canteens, and they are available in all 


B.S.S. colour chart shades. 


A note should be made of the marked advantages 
they offer as protective of asbestos and concrete 
to which they can be applied direct without any 


special priming. 


Write for leaflets P.5145, P.5321, and details of *‘ Evotone” Paints for Concrete Floors. 


EVODE LIMITED 
Telephone 1590 1/2. 


GLOVER 


STREET STAFFORD 


Telegrams: Evode, Stafford. 


« 
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The modern Nursery Schoolroom calls for comfort and colour. The floor must also stand hard wear 

and constant cleaning. It must be hygienic and waterproof, yet warm and not tiring to young 
in feet. In this unusual design, Marley floor tiles have been used to provide an inexpensive 
solution to all these problems. 


Cock 
MARLEY 
The Marley Tile Co. Ltd., London Rd., Riverhead, Sevenoaks, Kent. Sevenoaks 2251-6 
xi 


Siler 
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Design for a Nursery Schoolroom. From the original Collage by R. Myerscough-Walker Be 
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Never mind, the wall is faced with “VITROLITE,” and nothing 

can blot out the hard, brilliant, fire-finished surface, except hydro- 

fluoric acid. All dirt and scribbles and grease can be wiped off 

with a damp cloth. “VITROLITE,” the modern glass facing 

for interior and exterior walls, 1s made in Black, White, Green, 
Green Agate, Primrose, Turquoise, Egg Shell. 


V | T RO T E”’ is thick and is supplied in the 


following ashlar sizes: 10”x 15", 12” x 18", 15", 14’x 21’. 


Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department at St. Helens, Lancs., or Selwyn House, 
Cleveland Row, St. fames’s, London, S.W.1. Telephone: St. Helens 4001 : Whitehall 5672-6. 


PILKINGTON LIMITED 


ST. HELENS LANCASHIRE 


“VITROLITE” is the registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Limited. Available through the usual trade channels. 
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We have been saying it for years! 


1947 
d = vent 
1948 
"COMBINED OPERATIONS 
SAVE , MORE FUEL - «ays George 
leet of cor-ugated coofing. can ceduce my fuel consumption for space 
Per simply By with hatch lone 
19 ond sove more 
$7 
00 he, snd of 
Se, an, ENTEST BRE BOARD CO LID. 75 CRESCENT WEST. HADLEY WOCD. BARNET. HERTS 
™ Lia 


- BUILDING 
TRADES 
EXHIBITION 


MARCH 25 to APRIL 5 1952 


CITY HALL 


OEANSGATE 
MANCHESTER 


Write today for free copy of our booklet Structural Insulation ’’. 


TENTEST FIBRE BOARD CO. LTD., 75, CRESCENT WEST, HADLEY WOOD, BARNET, HERTS. 
"Phone: BARnet 550! (5 lines) ’Grams: Fiboard, Norphone, London. 
LONDON OFFICE: 18, PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.!. Telephone: Whitehall 9366 ~ 


o 
j 
* bk 
& 
4 
TenTesT 
Made in Gnada 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for March 13, 1952 


GAZES 


UR large new joinery factory is now completed and 
fully equipped with all the most modern machinery, 
thereby enabling us to continue the production of our high 


standard joinery at a more economical figure. 


G AZ E ) JOINERY DIVISION 


THE GAZEWAY, PORTSMOUTH ROAD, THAMES. DITTON, SURREY 
Telephone : EMBERBROOK 5511 


W. H. GAZE & SONS LTD. HEAD OFFICE: HIGH STREET, KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. TELEPHONE: KINGSTON 1144 


Xiv 
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For perfection of finish, use paints from 
the Walpamur range, which includes 
Duradio Enamel Paint, Muromatte Flat Oil Paint 
and, of course, Walpamur Water Paint 


—the standard flat finish. 


BY APPOINTMENT PAINT & WATER PAINT MANUFACTURERS TO H.M. THE KING 


THE WALPAMUR COMPANY LIMITED + DARWEN AND LONDON 
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job tobe , 


a job well done. 
It isinevitable with 
Metallic quality and 
consistent accuracy, 


Screwed and Sunk -type 
Socketec Con- 


Sunk-t pe Direct Mount. 
Switch Plu Fitting. ing, Flat t 
duit’ Thread Iron Cover Ir Cov r 


Ceiling Rose 


It always pays to 
SPECIFY 


CONDUIT TUBE & FITTINGS 


» 3. Tel. CEN 7167 
THE METALLIC SEAMLESS TUBE CO. LTD. LUDGATE HILL, ee : old 
Also at London Newcastle-on-Tyne Leeds 


Xvi 


f 
a or 
What satisfaction 
‘ at satisfaction in 
WW 
AK 
|_| 


THE LONDON HOSPITAL, E.Il, MAIDS’ HOME... The walls of this 


sitting room and all corridors are covered with ‘‘Lion’’ Brand Lancaster Washable Wall- 


covering. Architects: The London Hospital Surveyors Department. 


washable 


WALLCOVERING 


*DURABLE. Lancaster Washable Wallcovering consists of a cotton fabric base factory-coated with several 


coats of paint by a special process. This process ensures perfect adhesion between coats and gives the Wall- 
covering exceptionally long life and durability. 


* WASHABLE. A damp cloth wipes away all normal dirt. Grease and soot can be removed with warm 
water and a little mild soap. 


* EASY AND QUICK TO HANG. Adhesive is applied to the wall, the fabric back of the Wallcovering 
gives a perfect bond and imperceptible butt joints. Lancaster Wallcovering is the equivalent of several coats 
of paint applied in one simple and quick operation. 

* SMART APPEARANCE because Lancaster Washable Wallcovering is so easy to keep clean and fresh. 


Manufacturing methods ensure even colouring and an attractive finish. No risk of unsightly cracks as in 
painted walls. 


JAS. WILLIAMSON AND SON LIMITED 3 LANCASTER 
London Office: EPWORTH HOUSE, 25-35 CITY ROAD, E.C.1. ; 
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y PLAIN TILES ON BATTENS. 


FELT OVER RAFTERS by 


IMPROVED 
THERMAL 


MEDIUM GRADE 
LECA 
INSULATION 
; \ CAVITY 
CLOSED 
OR IN WV 
BOARD 
(PLASTER SKIMMED) 
Et 
BRICK 
. 4LECA ret | By using LECA concrete blocks for the inner 
3 CONCRETE 
3 BLOCKS : | leaf of cavity walls and providing an insulation 
S a layer of medium grade LECA above the first floor 
7 UNVENTILATED Nef ceiling, the heat lost through the external walls 
— = }+—J and roof of domestic houses can be reduced by 
= = about one-third, and a corresponding reduction 
sind a = in fuel can be made. 
> © ae Similarly, the amount of solar heat transmitted 
S| through the structure in summer is reduced, 
3 { an GROUND giving added comfort to the building. 
Information on LECA will be supplied on application to 
THE CEMENT MARKETING COMPANY LIMITED 
| HARDCORE rg Portland House, Tothill Street, S.W.|I. 
CONCRETE! 
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SSS 
. 

2" INSULATING | 

LAYER OF LOOSE 


PATENT 
) ROLLING 


Registered 


NNEAR 


Trade Mark 


Architects: Messrs. J. Alfred Harper & Son, Birmingham. 


Messrs. Brown, Hopwood & Gilbert, Ltd., Lancaster Street, Birmingham. 


Loading Bay fitted with 3 Kinnear Shutters, each 13’ 0” high x 19’ 0” wide. 


These Shutters were erected by us in 1946; they are, therefore, 
only six years old, but if they live up to the Kinnear tradition 
they may be expected to‘have a long and useful life aheadJof them. 


Head Office: 

Radnor Works - Twickenham’ 

Telegrams: “Shannies Twickenham" 
Telephone: Popesgrove 


«C° 


Sole Manufacturers: 


Branch Offices :-Birmingham: Road Manchester: 72;,Piccadilly Lister Read, 


* Central 1008 Halfway 2928 
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Switch 


MEM tumbler switches are modern in the best way— 


in 
clean-lined, simple and unadorned. You can choose them 
for any home or public building without fear of their 
the modern dating. And your electrical contractor knows that they 


are just as well designed from the engineering standpoint. 


manner Here again you get the best that modern mass precision 


manufacture has to offer. 


Send for list with full details of 
the range : 5 amps, 250 volts, one 
and two way, surface, semi- 
recessed and flush mounting—also 
flush plates and wood and 

tron boxes. 


MIDLAND ELECTRIC MANUFACTURING -CO. LTD., BIRMINGHAM 11 


Branches in London and Manchester 
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Designed for the Lewisham Borough Council 
by Messrs. Fry, Drew & Partners, this progressive 
housing estate consists of 101 flats in four blocks 
constructed in the unusual box frame method. 

The Electrical Contractors, Messrs. Brakefields 
Ltd., used approximately 22 miles of BICC cable 
for the entire electrical installation, which com- 
prised over 1,000 lighting and heating points, 
together with an electrically equipped laundry and 
some public lighting. 


INSULATED CALLENDER’S CABLES 


HOUSE, NORFOLK STREET, LONDON, 


XXi 


LIMITED 


W.C.2 


13, 1952 


— 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JouRNAL for March 13, 1952 


A very important member of the Hills Family... 
he’s a firm believer in the fact that Standard- 
isation results in a far better product at lower 
cost. Consequently, the “quality-volume” line 
production methods he uses ensure maximum 
quality and workmanship and, at the same time, 
reduce the price of Hills Standard Doors. 


It is his contribution to the Housing Minister’s 
crusade for more houses ... whether they be 
Peoples Houses, Timber Houses, Traditional or 
Non-Traditional ... more houses at less cost, but 
with no lowering of quality. 


HILLS DOORS 


Save you Time, Trouble and Money! 


BU 1 DING 


ie HILLS AND SONS LIMITED 
aa NORTON ROAD, STOCKTON-ON-TEES. Telephone: 67141. 


Stand No. 55, 56 
Main Hall 
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The Lighting Centre 


'T.418 Ceiling. T 


143 KNIGHTSBRIDGE, LONDON, S.W.t.. TELEPHONE: 


Tubalux fluorescent lighting fittings have the same quality of simplicity and elegance that is 

characteristic of our other well known ranges of fittings. 
With the availability of fluorescent lamps in various lengths and wattages there has been an 
increasing demand for fittings of similar designs but im varying sizes. 
The Tubalux range has, therefore, been‘considerably extended to meet this need. 
Design has been based on the use of standard components with considerable interchangeability, 
and large scale production to fine limits ensures easy and accurate assembly. 
Illustrated here are some examples of the Tubalux range. The complete range can be seen at the 
Lighting Centre in Knightsbridge, where you can also see our other ranges, Mondolite, Ultralux and Versalite. 


TROUGHTON & YOUNG (LIGHTING) 


KENSINGTON 


LIMITED 


7457 (15 LINES) 


Lamps: two 4-ft. tubular external reeds. Lamps: two tubular fluo 
iorescent. Cont ar: wi carter ches only. - : starter switches 
a 
j a 
4 
1.417 Cei Finish: stove enamelled off-white. ype: diffused general light. finish: stove ena off-white. 
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Timber -the medium of all ages . characteristic 


architecture of the Thames lock, perfect in its functional simplicity, is based on the bold and skilful 


use of wood. The massive gates and beams, the graceful footbridges, stout mooring posts and rubbing 
piles must be of wood if the Thames, as we know and love it, is to remain. To those who navigate the 
river wood spells security, whilst other structural materials must be avoided,—it attracts and they repel. 
Wood is the river’s own medium, from time immemorial representative of the understanding between 
man and the spirit of the Thames. To the timber merchant, fine woods are an ever-increasing source 
of pleasure. After a full half century of experience, we at Denny, Mott and Dickson are always glad to 


discuss the supply and application of all kinds of natural and man-made timbers for every purpose. 


Denny Mott & Dickson Limited 


ADELAIDE HOUSE, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 
Telephone: MANSION HOUSE 7961 


Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow, Hull, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Preston, Southampton. 


® 234-20 
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Important 
Announcement 


George Wimpey & Co. Ltd., cordially invite Local Housing 
Authorities to examine six houses built by them at Eastcote, 
Middlesex. 


All six houses are built to Government specification and qualify for the Certificate of the 
National Housebuilders’ Registered Council. Four of them, conforming exactly to Government 
plans, are built as one block, while the remaining pair are a modification, in semi-detached style, 


designed by Wimpeys. All were built in “‘ No-Fines ” concrete, in order to shorten building time 


and to reduce costs. 


The Wimpey technique and knowledge, which 
has produced such outstanding results in house- 
building could be turned to good account in the execution — , 
of your own housing requirements. w l M P E Y 
Preliminary enquiries should be addressed to 


our head office below 


GEORGE WIMPEY & CO. LTD., THE GROVE, HAMMERSMITH, W.6 
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Well 


complete 


Clix and Genacco switches and accessories are now made and distributed under 
the title ““Ediswan Clix.”” The linking of these two famous names now enables 
The Edison Swan Electric Co. Ltd. to give to the architect, builder and electrical 
contractor the most complete electrical service — lamps, lighting fittings, 
cables — right down to the final switch. All supported by the resources 


and experience of The Edison Swan _ Electric Co. Ltd. 


THE EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC CO. LTD., 155 Charing Cross Road, LONDON, W.C.2 
Member of the A.E.I. Greup of Companies . 21 
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F Decorated tile wall in yellow and grey on off-w hite background - s| 
. at the Susan Lawrence Schools, Primary & Nursery, Lansbury Neighbourhood, Poplar. 

Architects: F. R. S. Yorke, F.R.I.B.A., E. Rosenberg, C. S. Mardall, A.R.1.B.A. Tile Design by Peggy Angus, a 


the new 
CARTER 
hand printed tiling. 


CARTER & CO. LTD., POOLE, DORSET. Telephone: POOLE 125 
CARTER & CO., LONDON, LTD., 29 ALBERT EMBANKMENT, S.E.11. 


Telephone; RELIANCE 1471 
COMMERCIAL MARBLE & TILES LTD., NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. Telephone: JESMOND 900 
Associated Companies: Art Pavements & Decorations Ltd. 


J. H. Barratt & Co. (1927) Ltd. 


The Marbolith Flooring Co. Ltd. 
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In quite a large number of foundries, 
electrical switches are frequently oper- 
ated by the ungentle hands of men 
skilled in the tougher side of production, 
and may it be whispered, sometimes 
with the nearest available implement. 
In such situations one so very often 
encounters the encircled) and super- 
scription which marks the Sanders 
Superior Switch.. 


These switches rarely complain because 
they have been brought up to face such 
conditions, in point of fact, they have 
learnt through the course of some thirty 
years, to take impassively, the rough and 
tumble of life, seeking neither electrical 
nor mechanical sympathy. 


“Count them as they catch your eye. 


(S) Comprehensive stocks are 
tor S A N D FE re S carried by selected wholesalers 


WEDNESBURY in all large centres of population 


XxXiX 
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WM. SANDERS & CO. (WEDNESBURY) LTD., WEDNESBURY, STAFFS 
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Aerial view of COLT S.R Ventilators installed at the Cardiff works of Messrs. Hopkinson Electric Co, 
Ltd. Architect : Sir Percy Thomas, P.P.RABA., M.T.P1. This is one of the 83 factories ventilated 
by COLT for the South Wales Factory Program 


SEE COLT 


ABOUT 


VENTILATION 


—WHATEVER 


YOU DO 


General view of the factory of Messrs. Hale < Hale Ltd., Tipton, showing the installation of 187 COLT 


S.R. Ventilators in the roof. 
~ from the start 


Very many years’ experience of all types of ventilation problems enables us to 


bring a supremely practical approach to the science of air induction and extrac- 
tion. If you have any problems of this sort, or if you want any advice while 
you are at the drawing board stage, we shall be more than glad to-assist you. 
Our experts are always enthusiastic to tackle 
“ new problems or advise on more familiar ones. 
Tey A FREE MANUAL with full specifications of the 


types of standard Colt Ventilators is available on 
request from Dept. V. 150. 


THE COLT S.R. VENTILATOR, 
illustrated above, is designed on aero- 
dynamic principles embodying aero-foil 
curves to assist the process of convec- 
tion by harnessing the free power of the 
wind and roof eddies, no matter from 
which direction they come, creating a 
suction which can produce a power of 
extraction equal to that of mechanical 
means without the drawbacks of noise, 
wearing parts or operating and main- 
tenance costs. 

These aero-foil curves prevent the 
elements from interfering with the escape 
of the hot vitiated air which rises through 
the ventilator in accordance with the 
Laws of Convection. 

They have been so designed as to give 
a flat curve of extraction to prevent 
extraction from becoming excessive with 
the high winds of winter. 

Just one example of the many types of 
ventilation that COLT have planned or 
carried out for over 4,000 prominent 
firms throughout the country. 


COLT WinNT DLATION 


INDUSTRIAL 

Colt Ventilation Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey, ELMbridge 6511-5. 

Birmingham, Bradford, Bristol, Kilmarnock, Manchester, Newcastle, Newport (Mon.) 
and Sheffield. 


AND DOMESTIC 
Also at 


XXX 
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FOR 

PARTITIONING 
PANELLING 

WALL LINING 
SUSPENDED FLOORING 
ROOF DECKING 
PANEL DOORS 
SHELVING 

SKIRTING 

BUILT-IN FURNITURE 


VENEER CORE 


PLIMBERITE is an interior PLIMBERITE can be worked 
constructional material sufficiently with standard tools and may be 

versatile to fulfil the demands of painted in the usual way. If desired the 

both architects and contractors. Manu- specifications for various finishes will be 
factured from pulverised wood chips bonded with supplied. Moisture movement and load tests 

synthetic resin under heat and pressure to a carried out by the Department of. Scientific 

density of 50 lbs/cu. ft., PLIMBERITE and Industrial Research prove the 
is produced to specification in the standard stability and strength of PLIMBERITE..: 

size of 8’x 4’ and in thicknesses of }” and }”. Reports on these tests are available from 


BRITISH PLIMBER LIMITED 


20 ALBERT EMBANKMENT + LONDON ° S.E.II * RELiance 4242 


from whom may be obtained technical literature and the name of the nearest supplier 
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+ LEAD LASTS 


Lead Sheet 
and 

Lead Pipe 

can be delivered 


immediately 
for all 
F building work 


The Technical Information Bureau of the Lead Industries 
S Development Council exists to give assistance on problems 
a relating to the use of lead sheet and pipe in building work. Thi 
Details of its application are given in a series of information 
sheets. These sheets are available to architects, surveyors, is f 
1s 
builders, plumbers and other technicians interested upon 
application to the Council. “Students” applications should 
be endorsed by an instructor or master of a technical school. Ex] 
mil 
Lal 
LEAD INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, EAGLE HOUSE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 
LEAD TECHNICAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 90 EBURY STREET, LONDON, S.W.I TELEPHONE: SLOANE 0474 
LONDO: 
HOLL 
xxxii 


a 
wh 
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This contract, for the British Extracting Co., Ltd., 
is for the construction of the Extraction Building, 
Expeller Mill, Warehouse, Boiler House and Ad- 
ministration Block. The latter comprises Offices, 


Laboratory, Health Centre, Canteen and Garages. 


LONDON + LIVERPOOL - SCOTLAND * NEWCASTLE e OVERSEAS 
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Consulting Engineers: Frederick S. Snow & Partners 


Bromborough New Oil Mill 


NOW AS IN THE PAST 


CUBITTS 


BUILD FOR THE FUTURE 


HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS LIMITED ONE QUEEN ANNE’S GATE WESTMINSTER 
XXXili 


ae 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for March 13, 1952 


Nineteenth 


BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION 


CITY HALL +: DEANSGATE 


MANCHESTER 


Tues. March 25th — Sat. April Sth, 1952 


* 


OFFICIALLY OPENED at 2.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 25th, by 


Mr. HUGH MOLSON, M.-P. 


Parliamentary Secretary to the MINISTRY OF WORKS 


AN INVITATION 


is extended to all connected with the Building Trade and complimentary tickets will be 
sent to all bona fide members on application to the Organisers. Exhibitors are representative 
of all aspects of this important industry, thus ensuring a fully comprehensive display. 


ORGANISED BY 
PROVINCIAL EXHIBITIONS LIMITED, CITY HALL, DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER 


Telephone : Deansgate 6363 (4 lines) Telegrams: “ Exhibition,’ Manchester 


COLOURED ASPHALT 
DECORATIVE TILES 


TELEPHONE WHITEHALL 6776 
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SQUARE FEET 
INCH CAST GLASS 


TORR 


metal ca 


Glazing Contractors 


Bristow, Wadley & Co. Ltd. 
Swansea & Cardiff 


OBTAINABLE FROM ALL LEADING MERCHANTS 
SOUTHERN & MIDLAND AGENTS: 


HARRISON, CLARK LTD., LEIGH-ON-SEA, ESSEX ~\ 


Manufactured by the largest exclusive manufacturers of Putties and similar 
compositions in Great Britain 


SEALANCO (ST. HELENS) LTD. ST. HELENS, LANCS. 
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WELOED TUBULAR CONSTRUCTION 


-by Whe criginaters of tubular seaffelding J 


FIRE BRIGADE WORKSHOPS FOR THE HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
County Architect: Mr. C. H. Aslin, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A. 


Welded tubuiar construction does the job with less steel, skilful 
design saving up to 60%. Its clean modern appearance pleases 
the eye of the architect. The simple shapes which arise from the 


method of construction are easy to protect against corrosion. 


4 SCAFFOLDING crear 


MITCHAM SURREY 
| Telephone : MITCHAM 3400 (18 LINES) 


Telegrams: SCAFCO, ‘MITCHAM 


Branches at: ABERDEEN * BIRMINGHAM * BOURNEMOUTH °* BRIGHTON ° BRISTOL 
CAMBRIDGE * CARDIFF * DOVER * DUBLIN * DUNDEE * EDINBURGH - EXETER 
GLASGOW * HULL °* LEEDS * LIVERPOOL * MANCHESTER * NEWCASTLE * NOTTINGHAM 


OXFORD +» PLYMOUTH * PORTSMOUTH * SOUTHAMFTON STOKE-ON-TRENT * SWANSEA ea 


SGB Welded Structures Division 
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The red letters on the white Bovis 
beard, seen on building sites throughout 
the United Kingdom, bear witness 
to the success of a system of building 
contract which is different. 


In these days of uncertainty more 
and more Building Owners and their 
professional advisers turn to a method 
which assures control of speed and cost 
from start to finish. 


STANHOPE GATE, LONDON, W.I 
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Photograph by courtesy of 
The Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
M.D. Engineers Ltd. 
Thermal Insulation Lining by 
Eastwoods Specialists Ltd. 


THE N EW pan 
BUILDING BOARD 


* With twice the thermal insulation value and half the weight of any 


comparable board, 


Our photographs show the new aluminium hangar at London Airport which 
has been lined with Asbestolux. 8 ft. by 2 ft. sheets are suspended in 
Aluminium Tees and in this case Aluminium Foil is stapled to the body with 
an ordinary stapler to obtain a very low ‘‘U"’ value. 


PROPERTIES 

* Completely stable. 

% Proof against rot and termite. 

%* Easily worked and decorated. 

% Excellent resistance to Acid. 

% Unaffected by heavy steam, 
extreme temperature change. 

*% Does not crack or shatter when exposed to naked flame. 


Manufactured by 


immersion in water or 


IDEAL USES 

FIRE-PROOF LININGS TO: Factories, Hangars, Stores, etc. 
SUSPENDED CEILINGS FOR: Schools, Hospitals, Canteens. 
STEAM-PROOF LININGS FOR: Laundries, Weaving Sheds, 
Mushroom Houses, etc. 


Oven Linings — Heat Baffles — Railway Carriage Fire 
Protection — Teeming Platforms. 

TECHNICAL 

Sheet Size 8 ft. by 4ft. (or 2ft. ) by in., fin. and din 
Density 42/44 |bs./cu. ft. 


Thermal Conductivity... 


‘75 B.T.U./sq. ft./hr./°F./1 in. thick. 
Incombustibility 


Classified as incombustible in accordance 
with B.S.D. No. 476-1932. 


Moisture Expansion Negligible. 


114-116 PARK STREET, LONDON, W.|. 


Telephone: GROsvenor 6022 
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Better 


An “ English Rose” Kitchen 
is a twofold investment. It enhances the value 
of any house, ensuring a ready re-sale, and 
returns a generous dividend in Better Living. 


REGO. TRADE MARK 


KITCHEN EQUIPMENT 


A INDUSTRIE ‘S&S L T 
STREET, W.1. 


SHOWROOMS 229-231 REGENT 


‘** English Rose” Kitchen equipment also offers the Archi- 
tect such flexibility in planning, so complete a range, such 
grace of line, such choice of colour, plus the assurance 
that ‘‘ English Rose” Equipment will ease the housewife’s 


burden during a lifetime 


The ‘‘English Rose”? Kitchen— 
the only completely — styled 
kitchen in current production— 
includes floor cabinets, wall cup- 
boards, sink unit, serving trolley, 
refrigerator, gas or electric 
cooker, domestic boiler and air 


of faithful, useful service. 


conditioning. Obtainable as a 
complete kitchen or individual 
units. Please write for Publica- 
tion E.R.1.—the latest and 
most authoritative book on 
kitchen planning 


WAR & 
TELEPHONE : 


MAYFAIR 9975 
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The photograp’ shows part of asid- 
ings contract recently completed 


for a South Yorkshire Steelworks. 


RAnS SIDINGS 


Industry generally takes much of its static plant and facilities very much for granted. Sidings tend to 
be put into this category, despite the fact that the word ‘static’ is the least descriptive of a sidir.g’s 
functions in the general scheme of things. 


For this reason Wards continue to build sidings as well as they can be built—firstly because that is the way 
we always tackle a job and, secondly, because we know this is the only way to ensure maximum efficiency 
and minimum maintenance—two points of considerable importance to operators of industrial sidings. 


LID 


ALBION WORKS - SHEFFIELD 
TELEPHONE: 2631! (22Lines) » TELEGRAMS: “FORWARD, SHEFFIELD 
LONDON OFFICE: BRETTENHAM HOUSE - LANCASTER PLACE - STRAND - WC.2 
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This illustrated 
Booklet free 
on request 


We make lifts suitable for 
EVERY purpose. Consult us 
before completing your plans. 
We can offer quick deliveries 
of certain types of lifts. Send for 
our illustrated booklet A.J.\06. 


)PORN & DUNWOODY 


(LIFTS) LIMITED 
UNION WORKS, BEAR GARDENS, LONDON, SE1. Tel. : WATerloo 7107 (4 lines) Telegraph : ingpormn, Sedist, London 
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_For more than |. 
half a century 
we have specialised in 
cleaning buildings . . . 
and the restoration of 
defective stonework. 


Photograph by courtesy of 
NORTH BRITISH & MERCANTILE 
INSURANCE CO., LTD. 
Waterloo Place, London, S.W.1 


General Contractors: 
J. W. HOLLIS & SON, LTD. 
66, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 


129 GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, LONDON, S.E.1. 


Telephone: HOP 2366. Also at BRISTOL and en 


KENSINGTON : 85, GLOUCESTER ROAD, LONDON, S.W.7. Phone: FRObisher 8161 (10 lines) 
EALING : 37-38, HAVEN GREEN, EALING, LONDON, W.5. Phone: PERivale 1013/4 
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Experience counts... 


In the consumption of steel for constructional work 


knowing the “ins and outs” of the job is everything. 


This can only. be learned by long experience 


and proved by actual performance. 


We were born in the structural business and all 


over the country are examples of our work. 


RUBERY OWEN 


a name in 
STRUCTURAL 
STEELWORK 
DESIGN 
FABRICATION 
ERECTION 


RUBERY, OWEN & CO. LTD., DARLASTON, SOUTH STAFFS 


Service Bureaux at London, Birmingham, Coventry, Southampton ‘ 
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PLANNED DEVELOPMENT is no empty 
slogan at Crawley New Town where these 
trim houses have 
been desimed Tretolin 
for rehousing 

London families. An added touch of colour 
was provided by Tretolin Paint, specified 
for new exterior asbestos cement fixtures 
without prior sealing treatment. This 
coating combines first-class finish with 
unusual durability under severe weather 
conditions. Tretolin’s waterproof, chemical 
resistant properties make it an ideal choice, 
on housing schemes and also in factories 
where acids and alkalis used in manu- 
facturing processes demand really effective 
protection of concrete and brickwork. 


p Deseo to acids, alkalis and 
Industrial atmospheres. 


5 Waterproofs external porous brick- 
work and cement renderings. 
Please write for descriptive leaflet No. 13 (A) 


was used... 


Houses at Crawley New Town. Chief Arclit.: A. G. Sheppard Fidler, B.Arch,, 
F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 


APPLIED DIRECT TO NEW ASBESTOS CEMENT, CONCRETE ETC. 


TRETOL LTD., 12/14 NORTH END RD., LONDON, N.W.11. Tel. ; SPEedwell 4621 (5 lines). Works SLOUGH 


You cant pass by this windew / 


RIPPERS are now producing the new wooden casement window, 
made with heavier sections in accordance with the recently revised 
British Standards Specification. The high quality of Ripper Standard 
joinery has long been appreciated by the building trade—and 
Rippers see to it that the confidence of architects and builders is 


more than justified. 


. This new window conforms to BSS 644: Part 1: (War 
1951, and is available from stock in the complete és ( 
No Bar, Lay Bar and Full Bar ranges—with 
either flush or projecting sills. Also made up to 
order into 45° or 60° cant bays, 90° square bays 
or 22}° segmental bays, or attached to standard 


door frames to form winglights. 


4 RIPPERS LIMITED, 

—= == Castle Hedingham, Essex. 
Telephone : Hedingham 191 (4 lines) 
London—og, Southampton Place (Suite 16) W.C.1. 
CHAncery 8306/7 
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Here is a beautifully proportioned gas radiator, 
free standing, portable, light yet robust, ideal 
in every way for the intermittent heating of 
nurseries, playrooms, halls, landings, etc. 
noneue Working on the convector principle, the 4008 
projects heat forward and upward.  Heat- 
resisting finishes of pearl-blue or coinage 
jase - bronze. Top louvre and door chromium plated. 
Internal baffle vitreous enamelled to prevent 
corrosion. The Harper Gas Radiator is safe, 
even in a bathroom. 


HARPER Convector GAS RADIATOR 


Luminous jets give a cheerful glow when 
alight. Gas consumption regulated to 10 cubic 
feet per hour. Dimensions: Height, 21in. ; 
Width, 12}in.; Depth, 6in.; Weight, 1r5lb. 


Supplied through gas undertakings or wholesale E 
merchants. j 


¥ 


. 


& 


JOHN HARPER! & COMPANY LTD., ALBION WORKS, WILLENHALL, STAFFS. 
LONDON OFFICE: SEAFORTH PLACE, 57 BUCKINGHAM GA .r. Telephone: TATe Gallery 0286 
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Furniture for 
Special Needs 


Heal’s have wide experience in the 
specialised furnishing of offices 
and board rooms, where quality 
and good design are of primary 
importance. They can supply in- 
dividual pieces of furniture or 
carry out entire decoration 
schemes. In either case they will 
be glad to place the service of their ’ 
designers at your disposal and will 


interpret your ideas with complete 
understanding. 


The Board Room, Messrs. British Tanners Ltd., Liverpool, Architects: Messrs.° Medcalf and 


3 Medcalf, showing the furniture specially designed by Heal’s Contracts Ltd. The walnut tables 
are covered in green hide, and their arrangement can be adapted to suit the needs of various sizes 


of board meetings. Tub chairs, also made of walnut and hide, match the tables. 


CONTRACTS LTD 


COURT ROAD, LONDON, Telephone: MUSEUM 1666 


ARBOLITE an ARBOMAST 
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aaa ARBOLITE METAL CASEMENT PUTTY is supplied in a “ready for 
rid : use "’ consistency and consequently requires no pre-mixing on the site. 
It works easily, points neatly and remains exactly as finished without 
shrinking, cracking or wrinkling. Arbolite has excellent keying properties 
and ensures a tight, tough waterproof joint, adding considerably to the life 


of metal windows. 


a & 


\ | 


ARBOMAST B.! BEDDING MASTIC withstands the most rigorous 
climatic conditions and eliminates all possibility of running, sagging and 
staining. Equally suitable for bedding frames into brick or wood surrounds, 

~or for completely filling the interstices when composite units are coupled 
together with mullion and transom bars. 


“ADSHEAD RATCLIFFE & LTD BELPER. DERBY 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: 5 amp., Ironclad 
switch units, Industrial type. Finished 
black enamelled with nickel plated 
dollies, bridges and lid fixing screws. 
Catalogue Numbers P.1540 (Flat lid) and 
P.1552 (fully protected lid). 

Available in 5 amp. up to 25 way; 

15 amp. up to 12 way; with shallow 


or deep type boxes. 


o « « @t every 


SALES ORGANISATION OF C. H. PARSONS LTD 


Telephone: ACOCKS GREEN 1191 (3 lines) - Telegroms: “‘BRITMAC, BIRMINGHAM” 
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The standing of any product in its 
class depends on many things, but 

on none so important as those instantly 
reflected in the article itself... 
appearance, workmanship and efficiency. 
These qualities are immediately evident 

in all Britmac components and establish 


their position at the head of their class. 


‘“BRITMAC’”? 


London Office: 
121, VICTORIA ST., S.W.I 
Telephone: Victorta 9778/9 


Glasgow Office: 
247a, ST. VINCENT ST., & 


93, DOUGLAS ST., C.2 
Telegrams: CENTRAL 3445/6 


SMIBE. 313a 
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MORE IN 


THAN MEETS THE eve” 


Q. “ What do you mean by that?” A.“*Tnterlight’ is a new type of paint 


with many interesting features.” 


A.“Tt is.an emulsion paint, applied 
like distemper to many kinds of sur- 
faces and dries so quickly that three 
coats may be applied in a day if 
necessary.” 


©. * Such as ...?” 


A.“*Interlight* can be applied direct 
to new plaster because it is unaffected 
by alkali but excess moisture must be 
dried out first.” 


Q-“ What about new plaster or 
cement 2?” 


A.“ Most definitely. It resists moist- 
ure, oil and fat (as in kitchens) and 
withstands scrubbing with soap and 
water.’ 


Q- “Does ‘Interlight’ stand up to 
everyday conditions?” | 


i** Yes, both—just you would a 
pe quality oil paint.” 


Q. “ Can you use it for inside and out- 
side work ?” 


A.“Tll send you a descriptive bro- 
chure and you can read the full facts 
about ‘ Interlight ’.”’ 


Q. “ Well, I should like to know about 
colours, finishes and so on but I have 
another appointment now.” 


* IF you are interested in this 
wonderful paint, write to us and 
we'll send you the brochure. 


GROSVENOR GARDENS HOUSE, LONDON, S.W.I. Telephone: ViCtoria 3161 (10 lines) 
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ALSO AT GLASGOW - FELLING-ON-TYNE -: LIVERPOOL + CARDIFF - SOUTHAMPTON - WEST HARTLEPOOL - ETC. 
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** Funny thing about the works these days. Seems 
sort of restful since they put them tiles all over the 
place. They may look like dog-biscuits, but they 
blunt the noise of the machinery anyhow—and that’s 
a treat whatever the old’uns say about new-fangled 
ideas...” 


Noise fatigue, the result of unrestrained sound, is one 
of the major causes of nervous strain and absenteeism. 
It prevents workers from doing their best all the 
time. Acousti-Celotex sound absorbing tiles are the 
simplest means of controlling excessive reverberation 
of noise in the factory, office or public building. 
Not only are they an economical remedy to 
acoustic troubles, but they provide a permanent 
solution. Their effectiveness is not impaired 

in any degree by paint, which however is 
not essential as the natural finish has a 


pleasant decorative quality of its own. 


CELOTEX LIMITED, N. CIRCULAR RD., STONEBRIDGE PARK, LONDON, N.W.1i0. Elgar 5717 
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IT SLIDES IT SLIDES ROUND CORNERS 


“TANGENT 


for any Door, Partition or Window that slides or folds 
P. C. HENDERSON LIMITED TANGENT WORKS BARKING ESSEX 


@ 205/49c 
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IDEAL LIVING 
Most architects who go to the Ideal 
Home exhibition will probably make a 
bee-line in the direction of MOHLG’s 
“Peoples Houses ” and try to make up 
their minds whether it is really possible 
for a family of four to live in the 679 
sq. ft. two-bedroom house. The furnish- 
ings by the Council of Industrial Design 
and others are much as one would ex- 
pect, but it would be interesting to 
know what really happens when new 
tenants move into houses like this with 
family heirlooms which are too big for 
the rooms. One year the Daily Mail 
might even stage a local authority 
house as it is rather than as it might be. 

* 

The rest of the show is worth more 
‘ than a casual glance. See the furniture 
by Heals, Dunns and Storeys and also 


several new cookers on various stands, 
and spare a moment for the structure 
of the bandstand. A pleasant show 
with a reasonable degree of width in the 
gangways and, of course (Building Ex- 
hibition please note), grouped exhibits. 


ITALIAN EXHIBITION 

Now that the Building Centre is firmly 
installed in Store Street, we shall have 
at least two good places for architectural 
exhibitions—Store Street and Portland 
Place. This is a good thing. To com- 
pare the present Swedish show at the 
Building Centre (and, to be honest, 
there is nothing very new in it) with the 
Italian show which opens at the RIBA 
on March 21, will add piquancy to 
both. I suspect that the Italian work 
will be the more interesting—“ interest- 
ing” being the operative word—as 
showing all those extraordinary contra- 
dictory qualities which are to be seen in 
Italy today; superb finish, great clarity 
of structure, very little scientific tech- 
nique and vast social contradictions. It 
has not, I gather, been an easy exhibi- 
tion to assemble, but it will almost cer- 
tainly be one worth visiting. To open 
it will be the new Italian Ambassador’s 
first job. A tribute must also be paid to 
the help which the Italian Institute has 
given to the RIBA. This Institute is 
barely a year old and has already made 
a place for itself in the life of London; 
anyone interested in the arts should 
take note of its activities. 


THE CRITICS 

A letter from Donald Boyd of the 
BBC, about comments recently made 
in this column on the Critics’ attempts 
to discuss architecture, is printed on 
page 326. ASTRAGAL welcomes his 
reasoned and courteous reply and, 


in so far as he understands them, 
agrees wholeheartedly with his last 
paragraphs, and would be the last per- 
son to approve of anyone laying down 
the law in a discussion of this kind. 

* 


Mr. Boyd's definition of the purpose 
of the Critics’ programme is admirable, 
but it is impossible to agree with one 
of the things he says. He says that it 
would be unfair to the profession of 
architecture that buildings should be 
judged only by the eye from outside. 
That would be perfectly true if a final 
judgment of the building were being 
attempted. For this purpose it would 
be necessary to go into its planning 
and functional services, the limitations 
the architect was faced with in the 
way: of cost, legal restrictions, and so 
on. But by Mr. Boyd’s own definition 
it is not the purpose of the BBC Critics 
to set up as authoritative judges. Their 
purpose is to help the man in the 
street to make up his mind about the 
value to him of a new production, 
whether in the field of art, the theatre, 
or literature. 
* 


Now to the man in the street the art 
of architecture is a visual art, and he 
has the right—indeed the duty—to 
judge it as such: that is, according to 
what he can see, irrespective of what- 
ever technical or administrative facts 
and difficulties may lie behind. It is 
his city that is being changed in ap- 
pearance (for better or worse) by the 
buildings he sees rising around him, 
and what architecture needs more than 
anything else is that he should form 
opinions (and express them) on the 
esthetic quality of these new buildings. 
One always hopes that programmes 
like the Critics will encourage him to 
do so. 


| 
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SITE LABOUR USING 


STEEL DOOR FRAMES 


which are supplied complete with hinges, patent | i: 


adjustable lock-strike and adjustable lugs ready | © 
for building in, saving time and labour on the site. | = 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE NO. 254: HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD. | 
SMETHWICK, BIRMINGHAM & I7 BERNERS ST., LONDON, W.I i 
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BUSMAN’S HOLIDAY ? 

The London public has, on the whole, 
considerable sympathy and affection 
for the untiring stop-and-start London 
bus driver and for his jostled, trodden- 
on, stair-climbing conductor (although 
the latter’s humour is not what it used 
to be). None, therefore, will grudge 
the opportunity which has been given 
to a selected few who sailed last week 
to drive three London buses across the 
United States and back again. (See 
photographs on the right.) 


* 


Two-decker buses, so commonplace 
to us, are, apparently, somewhat of a 
novelty over there, so they will be 
giving joy-rides at each stopping point, 
and, with our delightful English sense 
of fun, solemnly giving out “ clipped ” 
tickets. stating: “Greeting to the 
USA.” The buses may well be a 
novelty to Americans in another way: 
they are perhaps the best designed 
public vehicles on the road today. 


FUEL ECONOMY 

“There is no such thing as a bad 
Aga,” said a speaker at a public func- 
tion the other night, “ but occasionally 
there’s something wrong with the 
buildings to which they are con- 
nected.” High praise, perhaps, but on 
the whole deserved (Exception: the 
near-borax design of the unit shown 
on page 331). AsTRAGAL would like to 
be told, however, by some economist, 
at what point in a nation’s economy 
it becomes worthwhile to indulge 
in high capital expenditure on solid 
fuel cookers and water heaters com- 
bined, for state housing, in order to 
achieve an eventual saving in running 
costs (to the user) and in the coal re- 
sources of the nation. 


A SWARD RESTORED 
Readers who walk often in St. 
James’s Park may have noticed men 
digging up the rhododendron trees that 
were recently planted to form an 
avenue between the bridge and Bird- 
cage Walk. They have now neatly 
covered each spot with grass and 
Nash’s smooth green sward is fully 
restored. 

* 
Whether they noticed the operation 
or not, all architects will wish to join 
with me in congratulating the MOW. 
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Right, a display on 
the upper deck of 
a London bus 
which was one of 
three shipped to 
America last week 
to promote a 
“Come to Bri- 
tain’? campaign. 
Above, the lower 
deck, fitted as an 
information bureau. 
Designer: A, H. 
Stronell. Astragal 


comments below. 


The park derives its beauty from the 
fact that it is an integrated piece of 
Regency landscaping, a subtle blend of 
uninterrupted ground surfaces and pic- 
turesquely disposed trees, surrounding 
the lake, dotted with islands, and can 
be easily spoilt by the introduction of 
alien types of embellishment—which 
the rhododendrons undoubtely were. 


* 


Their removal suggests that the 
Ministry does know what kind of work 
of art it has in its care, and leads us 
to look forward confidently to the 
other recent blemishes—like the clip- 
ping of the plane trees along the south 
side and the more obtrusive of the 
railings—being similarly dealt with. 


CHINOISERIE BROWN? 

It is a rare nostalgic pastime to read a 
fully-reported debate on whether or not 
a new City Hall shall be the subject of 
a competition, yet such was the experi- 


(323 


ence last week of readers of the China 


Morning Post. It is Hong Kong that 
wants a new hall, and the Hon. K. M. A. 
Barnett thinks that it should be neither 
Tuscan, Doric, Ionic nor Corinthian, 
but an example of “ Hong Kong’s own 
New Elizabethan Order.” 


* 


Well, there is a good straight stylistic 
hint for Professor Gordon Brown, who 
is, apparently, to get the job. A compe- 
tition was rejected since, as the Director 
of Public Works pointed out, the RIBA 
regulations are beset with difficulties for 
promoters who want to control the style 
of their own building. How right he is! 
He added that to give the Professor the 
job would have an additional advantage, 
since the fee would be paid to the 
University. The East always was in- 
scrutable. 

* 


A further proposal by the Hon. C. E. 


Terry that a “ panel of local architects 
be appointed and each entrusted with a 


‘ 
i 
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East Meets 


The pavilion of the International Tea Market Expansion 
Board (seen in the photograph above) designed by 
Misha Black and John Diamond. of the Design 
Research Unit (display, Gordon Andrews; site architects, 
Edwards, Reid and Begg) is by no means typical of the 
pavilions at the Colombo Exhibition. We seldom see 
examples of contemporary Asian architecture, but on 
page 333 are illustrated three pavilions at the Exhibition— 
those of Vietnam, the Maldive Islands and Laos—which 
give us some indication of the curious synthesis that is 
taking place in the architecture of the new countries of 


West at 


Colombo 


Asia. The young architects of these countries are being 
reared on the architectural journals of the west, whilst 
their clients want to see on their buildings the folk-art 
symbols of their national aspirations. (Even if these have 
to be plaster dragons on corrugated-iron and _plaster- 
board structures.) These pavilions reflect the general 
architectural problem of Asia, but there is every likelihood 
that the problem will eventually resolve itself into some- 
thing fresher and more exciting than has yet emerged in 
twenticth-century Europe. (Exhibition’s executive archi- 
tect: T. N. Wynne-Jones; consultant, Misha Black.) 
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detailed design of a part of the pro- 


ject” was turned down on the grounds: 


that such a building might lack cohe- 
sion. There seems no end to the archi- 
tectural wisdom of Hong Kong. Any- 
way, good-luck to GB with his City 
Hall. 


REPERTORY 


An interesting article in the New 
Statesman this week on the parlous state 
of some of the repertory theatres gives 
me an opportunity to say a word for a 
pet project of my own. In its hey- 
day the repertory movement—which is 
now part of history—did pioneer work 
not only for the drama, but for stage 
design. Only the middle-aged can re- 
member how bad West End sets were 
before the provincial repertory theatres 
set them an example. 


* 


Would it not be possible to stage a 
big exhibition showing the whole his- 
tory, but more particularly the history 
of stage sets, in the repertory move- 
ment? Models exist, it is believed; of 
nearly all the work of that very con- 
siderable artist, Paul Shelving, who has 
for years done such excellent work for 
Barry Jackson. Similar work may be 
available at The Abbey in Dublin, and 
so on. Here is another possible exhibi- 
tion for the Building Centre to lay on. 


A REPRIEVE 


You have one more week, I am told, 
to do what you intended to do last week; 
that is, to fill in an application form 
(page 347) for the annual index to the 
JOURNAL’S Information Centre. 


* 


This index, which gives a list and 
cross-references of “abstracts” that 
appeared in the JOURNAL in 1951, is 
issued free of charge. And this time 
you get even better value for your 
three-halfpenny stamp. (You need not 
enclose one as well, by the way.) For 
the first time the technical articles pub- 
lished during the year are also included 
in the index. 


* 


The last date for application was 
originally March 13. But now you will 
get your index provided you send your 
application form in by March 20. This, 
the editors tell me, is positively your 
last reprieve. 


ASTRAGAL 
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POINTS FROM THIS ISSUE 
Features at the Ideal Home Exhibition.............. pages 321 and 330 


Colombo Exhibition: pavilions illustrated .......... pages 324 and 333 


The Guest Editors discuss ‘*‘The 20th Century Patron’’....page 327 


MOHLG?’s report on ‘‘ Living in Flats’’ reviewed....pages 325 and 334 


The Editors 


THE SPACE AROUND FLATS 


HE new Government publication Living in Flats (reviewed 
on page 330 of this issue) is a stimulating report. It 
contains an intriguing analysis of the complex problems 

of layout which the housing designer has to face. These 
problems of designing space around flats are by no means dull, 
even if the designing of flats themselves is sometimes a 
tedious and repetitive job. Yet the standard of layout design, 
and the provision of social amenities, has been generally far 
lower than the standard of internal planning and equipment in 
flats. There are, in fact, very few socially comprehensive 
and architecturally well-worked-out schemes of general 
amenities on housing estates. Obviously there are economic 
reasons for this. Landscaping—particularly on flat, feature- 
less sites—play equipment and so on, cost money and require 
maintenance. 

But there are reasons other than economic ones for the general 
poverty of layout. A lot depends on the relationships between 
architects and other local government departments. It is 
vital, of course, that there should be some joint work and full 
understanding between architects and housing managers, parks 
superintendents, welfare officers and others at the design 
stage. “* Free access to all parts of the site,” the arrangement 
of paths, “‘ wild ” play areas, sandpits, seats, provision for pets, 
and other ideas mentioned in the Government report require 
not only co-operation between these officers before designs 
are done, but detailed liaison in the execution of the designs. 
(Those “‘ natural hillocks ” of the wild play areas, for example, 
may well be uneconomic if carried out by normal building 
contract procedure.) 

Although layout problems are well dealt with in Living in 
Flats it might be asked whether the sociological requirements 
it mentions are too complex. These requirements include 
allotments for flat-dwellers, private gardens for houses and 
maisonettes, a store for each flat, garages, laundries, clothes 
drying areas, high-fenced courts for older children’s games 
and small play areas (sand and rough dig) for infants, plus, of 
course, grass, trees, and public open space. Economic con- 
siderations apart, the designer of urban architecture is faced 
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with no mean problem. 


The report states a set of principles| 
well, but—at least as far as high density development is! 


concerned—is it not crying for the moon ? 


H. Reifenberg, Dipl.Ing.Arch. 


Donald Boyd, 


Chief Assistant, BBC Talks 


C. F. Duncan, D. T. Brown, 
and W. T. Jack, L./A./A.R.1.B.A. 


of the Burgh Surveyor’s Office, Perth 


I. L. Holmes, B.E.(Hons.), . 
A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I.Struct.E. 


Geoffrey Salmon, 


Student, R.I.B.A. 


Golden Lane Competition— 
A Criticism 

Sir,—I am not a competitor in the Golden 
Lane Housing Competition, which may have 
some advantages and disadvantages when 
voicing an opinion. 

However, it seems to me that the “ village 
character” of the winning design (at 200 
per acre!) has been achieved largely by 
over-concentrating in the central high block. 
Eighty-eight bathrooms discharge smells 
into what to all intents is a draughty central 
corridor and forty-four kitchens face narrow 
light wells. On the lower floors these bath- 
rooms and kitchens will hardly get any light. 
The concentration of kitchen noise rever- 
berating from the opposite walls will be 
tremendous. Surely if there had to be a 
compromise it should have been different. 


‘ H. J. REIFENBERG. 
London. 


BBC’s Reply to Astragal 


Sir,—May I put to ASTRAGAL some sug- 
gestions prompted by his notes on a recent 
architeetural discussion in the BBC’s Critics 
programme? 

First: Neither puddings nor buildings 
should be judged only by the eye from out- 
side. To do that would be unfair to the 


noble professions of architecture and the 
kitchen, and to the people who have to use 
their products. 

Second: The Voice of Authority usually 
sounds good to Authoritarians, but often 
cracked to others. We have too much 
authority and not enough obligation to 
create our own judgments. 

Third: ASTRAGAL has mistaken the nature 
of the programme, It is not a magistracy 
in which one person lays down the law to 
persons only permitted to speak within 
ASTRAGAL’S limits. It is a programme in 
which free citizens first listen to specialists 
and then say what they make of the sub- 
jects, and why. Its object is to let listeners 
make up their own minds, on the evidence 
provided by the speakers and according to 
their persuasiveness. 

Fourth: The I-know-what-I-like school is 
one stage on the way to the I-know-why- 


| I-like-it school, and that is at least the be- 
| ginning of wisdom. 


And last, does ASTRAGAL prefer unfair play 
discussion, to fair play discussion? I some- 
times do—when its ASTRAGAL’s. 


DONALD BOYD 
London. 


Salaries of Local Authority 
Architects 


Sir.—It is time that the RIBA gave con- 
sideration to the employment and status of 
its members employed by local authorities, 
as the undersigned members have come to 
the conclusion, through their own personal 
experience and knowledge of salaries and 
status, that, while they are members of a 
profession, the JIC salary scale must surely 
make them one of the lowest paid of the 
technical-professional bodies. 

We desire to know what interest the RIBA 
have taken regarding the proposed scales as 
laid down by the JIC, as we consider that 
these scales are inadequate and surely could 
not have been agreed to by the RIBA. May 
we quote the instance of the BMA, a pro- 
fessional body which conducts, in committee. 
and stipulates minimum salaries under which 
their members (medical officers) can be 
employed by local authorities. 

The present low scale of salaries general 
throughout the country creates the absurd 
situation of qualified technical assistants 
supervising local authority contracts, find- 
ing skilled and unskilled operatives on these 
contracts, by means of incentives, receiving 
a considerably higher weekly pay than they 
themselves. 

When one considers the training required 
to reach professional status and the con- 
tinued experience necessary to hold down 
a situation with a local authority, it is im- 
perative that the entire question of profes- 
sional salaries to RIBA local authority 
officers be reviewed without delay, as this 
profession is qualifying for the réle of 
Cinderella.” 

C, F. DUNCAN, 
D. T. BROWN, 
WM. T. JACK. 

Perth. 

[The above is a copy of a letter sent to 
the RIBA.—Ep.] 


Must the II] Suffer ? 


Sir,—Whatever the “advantages of the 
traditional British open ward” (Nuffield 
Investigation: AJ: November 15, December 
13, and February 21) I wish architects would 


refrain from insisting that single rooms are 
only for the “seriously ill or distressing 
cases.” 

The private patient of yesterday is the 
public patient of today. The private room 
is now beyond the pocket of most of those 
who need it for that peace of mind and 
freedom from the Light Programme to which 
they are, in health, accustomed. The British 
ward sister ensures that the rule of the 
majority prevails in most open wards, and 
sooner or later that means loudspeaker 
radios, housey-housey and the rest. You 
cannot convince her that an_ individual 
desire to be free from the non-stop nature 
of such proletarian entertainment is any 
more than an anti-social attitude to be 
sniffed at and ignored. 

Architects of the hospitals for the new 
Welfare State should provide single rooms 
for more than just the “seriously ill or 
distressing cases”; and extend the label 
accordingly. 

Incidentally, and a propos one of Mr. Aldis’s 
questions (AJ, February 21, p. 252), why not 
a telephone for patients? The _ isolation 
from normal life and behaviour imposed in 
British hospitals is far too reminiscent of 
Samuel Butler’s Erewhon philosophy, where 
the procedures in hospitals and prisons are 
reversed. There are many hospitals where 
telephoning “out” is not “ permitted” 
until you are first given “outside leave,” 
and can re-establish contact with the normal 
world from the coin box on the corner. 


I. L. HOLMES. 
London. 


R.I.B.A.’s New Professional 
Practice Rule 


Sir,—One aspect concerned with the new 
ruling on professional practice introduced 
by the RIBA has not had the attention it 
deserves. 

Because of the severe cuts in building in 
this country, the likelihood of unemploy- 
ment in our profession |ooms large. Estab- 
lished architects are finding new jobs in- 
creasingly difficult to obtain and some large 
firms are cutting down their staff. Despite 
the threat to the profession by these cuts, 
the RIBA, so far as we know, has done 
nothing to solve the problems which are 
thereby created. 

On the contrary, the new ruling may make 
things worse. It is likely to encourage com- 
petition amongst junior members of the 
profession, not for salary or responsibility 
in the normal way, but for a corner in an 
office if only as a hack draughtsman, so 
that they may fulfil the required twelve 
months’ office experience in the shortest 
possible time. 

In July of this year approximately six 
hundred students will finish their courses 
and the competition for jobs will be more 
than keen. There arises the possibility of 
undercutting in salary scales; Smith offering 
to do Brown’s work for less salary provid- 
ing he gains the all-important practical ex- 
perience. In the face of competition by 
qualified and more experienced architects, 
graduates may by enforced unemployment 
be obliged to wait considerably longer than 
twelve months for their professional 
practice examination and final qualification. 
This is an ugly prospect for ex-Service 
students, some of whom have been studying 
for over ten years, and is causing bitterness 
quite unhealthy in a profession as respect- 
able as ours aspires to be. 

This new ruling, therefore, has appeared at 
a most inopportune time when the prospect 
of unemployment is so great; and seems to 
indicate a lack of long-term policy on the 
part of the Board of Architectural Educa- 
tion. 


GEOFFREY SALMON. 
London. 
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In their first two articles the Guest Editors outlined briefly the scope of the public architect’s work as it has developed 


over the years. 


They described how the two principal clients of former times were the Crown and the Church, and 


how many famous architects were publicly employed by the Crown, often in a very personal way, to carry out the ideas 
and fancies of Royal personages. The Editors went on to recall how in the 19th Century came the development of the 
Social Services, and with them the growth of a new tradition of Public Architecture through the hundreds of public 
Local Authorities all over the country. (Most of these have had an ever-growing building programme, which looks 
They also described the setting up, since the war, of Public Corporations 
of various kinds to carry out the duties which followed the taking over by the State of the social and utility services, 
and of one basic industry (coal) and how each of these had a large national building programme, in addition to the 
main Government building agency, the Ministry of Works, which itself had an enormous amount of work to do. 
The Guest Editors are (from the left): Donald Gibson, City Architect and Planning Officer of Coventry ; Robert 
Gardner- Medwin, Chief Architect and Planning Officer to the Department of Health for Scotland ; Stirrat Johnson- 
Marshall, Chief Architect to the MOE ; and Robert Matthew, Architect to the LCC. 


like growing still more in the future.) 


The Guest 


Editors 


THE egoth CENTURY PATRON 


WE would now like to look at these 
various public clients, and try to 
discover their attitude to the architec- 
ture they commission. Let us start 
with the Local Authorities, and here, 
straight away, there is no simple 
client/architect relationship. The im- 
mediate client is usually a Committee, 
not an individual. This Committee is 
answerable to, and may be over- 
ruled by, the Council. The Council in 
its turn is answerable to the general 
electorate, on whose behalf the build- 
ing programme is being executed, and 
to the particular users of the buildings. 
In the background there is the advisory 
Government Department, which, as we 
have already described, usually ex- 
amines the plans and estimates before 
it advances the financial grants which 
are payable on account of most public 
buildings. 
Now there are certain things which 
all Councils have in common, no 
matter what their size or responsi- 
bilities. The Councillors are all directly 
responsible to their electors, and are 
elected to carry out the work of pro- 
viding for social needs on _ their 
behalf. No matter how convinced a 
Council may be on the looks of a 
building, it must be certain that it will 
function properly, be of reasonable 
cost, and be built without undue 
delay. Too many clients, from the 
Duke of Marlborough onwards, found 
to their cost that these ingredients of 


architecture do not always go together. 
But the private client loses his own 
money, while the Councillors may lose 
public money and can be voted out as 
easily as they are voted in. Any 
Council, therefore, will expect its 
architects to fulfil the above “ prac- 
tical * conditions before they begin to 
take an interest in problems of 
“ design.” 


THE TENDENCY TO“ PLAY SAFE” 


With such factors in mind, there has 

been an inclination to play safe to 
avoid criticism from any quarter, and 
generally to influence their architects 
to keep to conventional solutions. 
Among other considerations is the vital 
one of design. Owing to the fact that 
there is no longer an accepted archi- 
tectural tradition, and because few 
councillors have had the opportunity 
of making the Grand Tour, or even 
one confined to this country, and that 
they are usually very busy men and 
women with full-time jobs to do in 
addition to Council obligations, the 
architect often receives insufficient 
appreciation from his immediate 
clients, and what esthetic criticism 
there is is usually restricted to “ We 
like what we know,” rather than “ We 
know why we like it.” 


Let us now look at the system 
through the eyes of the Local 
Authority architect. Because his 
public office grew up during a period 


when private enterprise the 
dominant motive in society, it came 
to be regarded as the haven for 
the lame duck, the quiet backwater 
where risk and adventure were at a 
discount, and security the main objec- 
tive. Promotion tended to be based 
on length of service, and there was 
always a pension to look forward to at 
60 or 65. Salaries were low because 
the job was so often regarded as an 
economy measure, to save professional 
fees, and not as a distinguished service. 
It was a false economy, of course, for 
it could hardly be expected to attract 
the best brains: and unfortunately low 
salaries and low grading are still a 
barrier to the production of good 
Public Architecture, especially in the 
smaller offices. 


PROBLEMS OF THE LARGE 
OFFICE 


Then there is the “pyramid,” that 
bugbear of the large office—any large 
office, by the way, for it is not confined 
to our profession. In our first article 
we diagnosed the trouble as being due 
to the public office being modelled at 
its inception on the form of the small 
private office, i.e., an architect with a 
few assistants, each of them hoping 
soon to become a principal himself. 
When a very large increase of work 
occurs the office fails to adjust itself 
to the new situation, and continues to 
have one architect and often hundreds 
of assistants, who have insufficient per- 
sonal responsibility for their work. 
The chief architect has to shoulder 
the blame for every minor error, and 
unless he is a very remarkable man, 
becomes a distant and shadowy figure 
to his staff, so submerged in adminis- 
trative work that he rarely gets down 
to any designing himself. Also the 
administrative work which is essential 
to any technical job tends to become 
separated and treated as a specialist 
duty, which then requires an adminis- 
trative staff of its own. In a large 
office too, recruitment and staffing may 
sometimes become the responsibility 
of an administrative officer, and 
although these officers may do an im- 


f 
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portant and difficult job very well in 
most large offices, the whole system 
thus created requires consideration 
against the essential question “ Does 
x the office produce good architecture, at 

the right cost, and in the right time?” 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES AS GREAT 
BUILDING OWNERS 


So, from the twin points of view of 

the local authorities and their archi- 
tects, two further questions may well 
be asked at this stage: Do these 
authorities see, and acknowledge, 
themselves as the great building 
owners—the 20th Century patrons of 
Architecture (they have few competi- 
tors) and so, by their policies and 
decisions, discharge a growing respon- 
sibility to a public immeasurably 
greater than the sum of their con- 
stituents? Second, do those in high 
architectural office measure up to the 
situation now before them? These are 
, difficult questions, and the answer to 
5 the first will partly depend on the 
answer to the second. 


The fact must be faced that the lusty 
growth of the local authority as build- 
ing client demands architectural guid- 
ance of the surest quality: a quality 
that can only spring from complete 
conviction and the highest professional 
competence. 


Opportunities are already vast, and 


constantly enlarging. The stature of 
the public architect must, therefore, 
grow even more swiftly, and his obli- 
gations also lie as much to the future 
as to the present. 


CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AS 
CLIENT 


Let us turn now to the Central Gov- 

ernment as client. Here the imme- 
diate client is not an elected Council 
or Committee, but a permanent ad- 
ministrative Civil Servant. In the case 
of the advisory departments, such as 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, the tradition is that the 
technical men give technical advice to 
administrators, who are responsible 
for advising the Minister on policy 
matters, including technical policy 
matters. When one considers that the 
Minister has only one other elected 
person (the Parliamentary Secretary) to 
help him, one realizes that nearly all 
except the most important decisions 
are made by the permanent Senior 
Civil Servants, who often proffer the 
advice of architect or planner second- 
hand to their Minister. We are glad 
to say that this somewhat unreliable 
system is not always the rule, as we 
will show later on. 


Many Civil Service administrators 
are able, and sometimes outstanding 
men of judgment, but again the ten- 
dency is to play safe, for the eagle eye 


of the Treasury hovers over their out- 
trays, and questions in Parliament are 
always unpopular. 

There is a serious difficulty about 
most controlling central departments 
which we will discuss later and only 
briefly mention here. 

A group of architects whose job is 
limited to “advice ” and “ scrutiny ” 
always runs the risk of losing the confi- 
dence of architects on the job in Local 
Authority offices and in private practice. 
It will keep alive and progressive to the 
extent to which it is allowed to under- 
take, as the very basis of its policy on 
principles and standards, a continuing 
programme of research and experiment 
in collaboration with the local authori- 
ties and with specialist agencies of 
Government. Architectural advice in- 
evitably carries more weight with this 
foundation. 


NON-CONTROVERSIAL” WORK 


departments by whom the building 
responsibilities is in much the same 
state. The most important clients of 
the Ministry of Works, for. instance, 
are the Senior Civil Servants of the 
departments by whom the building 
work is commissioned, and “ non-con- 
troversial” is the keynote of inter- 
departmental activity. As a minor 
but significant example, who knows 
how many acres of official walls have 
been covered with the “standard” 
colour scheme. “The new Corpora- 
tions in charge of the nationally-run 
social and utility services are in a rather 


Right, the master plan of Stevenage New Town prepared 


by a central government agency, the ‘then Ministry of 


Town and Country Planning. A pioneer example 
of central government research and development in 
town planning. Below, an example of public architec- 
ture in the Dominions ; a block of flats in Wellington, 
designed by the Department of Housing Construction of 
the New Kealand Government. One of the few mulit- 
unit flat buildings in the country, this building was 
awarded a gold medal by the New Zealand Institute of 
Architects in 1947. 


fd RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBOURHOODS 


AREA 
town CENTRE. 
MAIN ROADS 


RAILWAY 


different position. They sometimes con- 
sist of Committees of public men, who, 
albeit remote from the electorate, are 
often enthusiastic about having a pro- 
gressive building programme, willing to 
experiment, and therefore ready to 
employ good architects and give them 
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plenty of scope—though this, unfor- 
tunately, is not the golden rule. 

And so, as with Local Authorities, the 
Central Government clients have to 
rely a great deal on the quality of their 
architects. Granted that the Civil Ser- 
vice has sometimes stifled technical 
initiative and responsibility, and that 
fear of complete failure  militates 
against outstanding success, yet we 
consider that there is today a sufficient 
variety of Central Government clients 
to give great opportunities for fine 
architecture providing there are archi- 
tects capable of creating and organiz- 
ing it. 

The architects employed by Govern- 
ment Departments and Corporations 
have suffered from conditions similar 
to those which we have described in 
Local Government. However, in some 
of the new offices which have been 
started since the war, the theoretical 
basis of office organization has re- 
ceived careful attention. The New 
Towns are a well-known example of 
this, and on this account alone their 
progress needs to be watched carefully. 

A comparatively mundane but never- 
theless important defect among public 
architects is the tendency to vegetate 
in one office. Steps have recently been 
taken to enable pension funds to carry 
over from Local to Central Govern- 
ment employment, and vice versa, and 
we hope this kind of flexibility will 
extend to include teaching posts in the 
schools of architecture as well, as they 
are the training grounds of the public 
offices of the future. In fact, we would 
like to see a comprehensive scheme 


Government building in the Colonies : a house for the principal 


of a training college for schoolteachers in Barbados. 


This 


house, and the training college, were built by direct labour 
under the direction of the Government’s Architect and Planning 


Officer. 


which would enable a much _ higher 
degree of interchangeability than exists 
today. 

In ensuing articles we shall endea- 
vour to go into some of the most im- 
portant requirements which we think 
must be met if great Public Architec- 
ture is to be produced. One of the 


problems which we must discuss is the 
widespread belief that the large office 
automatically tends to produce bad 
architecture. This question of size 
appears to be a very controversial 
aspect of public offices, and we pro- 
pose, therefore, to put it first on our 
list for next time. 


Contemporary Furniture not 
Acceptable in Scotland 


“Contemporary type” furnture is less | 
aceptable in Scotland than in the south, 

according to Professor A. D. Russell, one | 
of the judges of a competition for low-cost | 
furniture design organized by the COID | 
Scottish Committee. It was for this reason, 

he said, that the competition had been held. | 


The LCC’s Westville Prim- 
ary School, Hammersmith, 
which was the subject, during 
its erection, of a discussion be- 
tween the architect, Erno 
Goldfinger and the Editors, 
(see AF Fune 14, 1951) was 
opened on February 28 by 
Dame Sybil Thorndike, 
shown right, talking to the 
architect. Above, the opening 
ceremony taking place in the 
Assembly Hall. The “ brise 
soleil” effect of the asymmeiric 
concrete frame can be seen on 


the left. 
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But although the proposition of taking the 
best of contemporary work and giving it 
more robustness was very attractive, this 
issue had not been faced by the competi- 
tors, and the results were disappointing. 
The standard of even the best designs sub- 
mitted was not sufficiently high for the 
judges to make the full awards of £50 which 
had been offered for the competition. 

Two awards of £20 and one of £10 have 
been made. The £20 awards went to Peter 
Melville, of Edinburgh, and to James B. 
Armstrong, of Dunfermline, and A. G. 
Giffen, of Edinburgh (a joint entry). The 
£10 award was made to T. R. L. Robertson, 
of Kirkcaldy. 


RIBA 

Italian Exhibition 
An exhibition of Italian contemporary 
architecture, which will be shown at 66, 
Portland Place, W.1, from March 24 to April 
10 and from April 16 to April 30, is being 
sponsored by the Italian Institute and the 
RIBA. It is the first exhibition of Italian 
modern architecture to be shown in London 
and has been prepared by the CIAM group 
of architects in Milan. It will be on view 
Mondays to Fridays 10 am. to 7 p.m. 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


RIAI 

Competition Not For All 
On February 28 the JouRNAL gave details of 
a competition for a memorial to aviators 
organized by the RIAI and the Architectural 
Association of Ireland. These details had 
been sent to the JoURNAL by mistake and the 
RIAI have asked that it should be made 


clear that the competition is open only to 
its members. 


PAINT 
Co-ordinated Range of 
Colours to be Compiled 


The paint industry, acting through the Paint 
Manufacturers’ Co-operative Committee, has 
established the Paint Industry Colour Ranges 
Committee, which is now compiling a co- 
ordinated range of colours. The new com- 
mittee is compiling this range in consulta- 
tion with the British Standards Institution, 
the British Colour Council and the Paint 
Research Association. 


RIGS 
Simplification of Standard 
Methods of Measurement 


The Standing Joint Committee for the 
Standard Method of Measurement of Build- 
ing Works receive from time to time requests 
for reconsideration or clarification of specific 
items in the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment; in addition they have before them 
the recommendation of the Anglo-American 
Productivity Team’s Report which reads 
“Consideration should be given to the 
simplification of the Standard Method of 
Measurement.” 

To enable the Committee to give the fullest 
possible consideration to these matters and 
to the principles involved, detailed sugges- 
tions would be welcomed from those 
interested. 

These should be sent by May 31 next to: 
The Registrar, SMMC, The Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors, 12, Great George 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W.1. 


IDEAL 


HOME EXHIBITION, 


The housing section of this year’s DAILY Matt Ideal Home Exhibition takes the form 


of a village centre, designed by Trevor Smith and Norah Glover (see JOURNAL for 


January 
of this. 

(see p. 33 
by E. & 


24, p. 117, for photograph of model). The photograph above shows part 
In the left foreground are two “ People’s Houses,” exhibited by MOHLG 
2 for interior of one of them). Background, centre: a“ Regency-style”’ house 


L. Berg, Ltd., designed in conjunction with W. M. Carter. Below, the end 


DLA 


H 


with 
decor 
trate 
Top 
exhil 
(Sta 
Nan 
>) A >) (Des 
\\ 
| | 
| Hall 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for March 13, 1952 [331 


HOUSES, FURNITURE AND SOME WELL-DESIGNED STANDS 


of the main concourse of the exhibition, 
with its “suspended” bandstand and gay 
decor designed by co-ordinating designer 
James,Gardner. On this page are illus- 
trated parts of five stands at the exhibition. 
Top left, on the stand of Story & Co., Ltd., 
two items from their new non-utility “Nor- 
folk” group of furniture—a cocktail cabinet 
and a coffee table in Lebanon cedar and 
Australian walnut—and a settee and chair 
from their “Club” range—a_ utility 
range including sectional units. (Stand 
designed by the Story Design Group.) 
Top right, on the stand of Heal & Son 
Ltd., part of a new utility bedroom suite 
designed by H. E. Long especially for the 
exhibition, in European cherry and abura. 
(Stand designed by A. F. Milne and Mrs. 
Nan Fryer Russell.) Centre left, a view 
of the stand of Arthur Sanderson & Son, 
Ltd., taken from the main concourse. 
(Designed by their own staff.) Centre 
right, the stand of Aga Heat, Ltd., with 
the freestanding model of their “ Aga- 
matic”? boiler in the foreground. (Stand 
designed by Arthur Braven, in collabora- 
tion with Mather & Crowther, Ltd.) 
Bottom, one of the best stands at the 
exhibition : Nestle’s stand on the National 
Hall gallery, designed by V. Rotter. See 
page 321 for brief comment by ASTRAGAL. 
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IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION: “PEOPLE’S HOUSE”... Dit IRw CO. 
Right and below, two views of the living room of the two-bedroom “ People’s | AN 


| 

House,” exhibited by MOHLG and built by Fohn Laing & Son, Ltd. | American Commercial Buildings. Fello 
| Atkinson. BBC Third Programme. 11.30 

Interior planned by Mrs. Marjorie | p.m. Manca 13 


Holford for COID, in consultation with 


| Exhibition of Golden Lane Competition 
| Drawings. At the Guildhall, E.C.2. 10 a.m. 


% the National Union of Townswomen’s | to 5 p.m. UnTIL Marcu 15 
| Development Plan Exhibition. At Guild- 
ii Guilds. Furniture: Heal & Son, | hall, Northampton. Untit Marcu 15 
Ltd. The dining suite (utility) ad of | Some Scientific Aspects of the Design of 
The Royal Festival Hall. J. L. Martin. At 
paldao and stained beech ; drawers an | 66, Portland Place, W.1. (Sponsor: RIBA.) 
| 6 p.m. MaRCcH 18 
cupboard fronts, elm. 


Annual RIBA Dinner. At Grosvenor The | 
House, Park Lane, W.1. 6.45 p.m. MARCH 20 


a lar 
| Brains Trust. At Lighting Service eer" 

| 2, Savoy Hill, W.C.2. (Sponsor: IES.) 6 p.m. Gove 
MARCH 26 

| London: The Next Twenty Years. Exhibi- amus 
tion explaining the 1951 County of London 

Plan. At County Hall, Westminster. (Spon- of tra 

| sor: LCC.) 10 a.m. to 8 p.m, (except Sun- ’ 

| days). Saturdays: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. night 
UNTIL Marcu 28 

for d 


Modern Swedish Architecture. At the 
Building Centre, Store Street, Tottenham desigi 
| Court Road. (Sponsors: Swedish Society of 
Architects and the Swedish Institute.) 9.30 Mile: 
am. to 5 p.m. Saturdays: 9.30 a.m. te 


1 p.m. UNTIL 29 
| Ideal Home Exhibition. At Olympia. Mon- h 
| day to Saturday. 9.30 a.m. to 9.30 p.m. the s¢ 


UNTIL MARCH 29 


Presentation of Royal a Medal. To G. : 
Grey Wornum. At RIBA, 66, Portland pavil 


is lig 


to 7 p.m. Saturdays: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Untit Aprit 30 tradi 


Place, W.1. 6 p.m. APRIL 1 
: | Exhibition of Italian Contemporary Archi- 
: | tecture. At 66, Portland Place, W.1. plast 
: | (Sponsor: RIBA.) Closed from April 11 to 
| 15 inclusive. Mondays to Fridays: 10 a.m. corrt 
| 


... AND AN UNUSUAL TYPE OF GAS COOKER ‘a 
. aun The most unusual feature about the new “‘ Cannon” domestic gas cooker (A 125), on view pavt 
at the Ideal Home Exhibition, is the grilling unit. The pictures below show how this unit, 
‘% . “yee hetee which is provided in a position (at the top of the cooker) where food being grilled can be 


easily seen, can be used as a shelf when the grill is not in use. As the grill is in a different 
position from usual it has been possible to lift the oven to a better working height. In this 
: oven, which has a single back-burner and a door that drops down, the thermostat is situated 
> as ee 4 at the back in the bottom part of the flue. 
: Qan . Re ic By placing it here the manufacturers have 
been able to produce an oven in which, with 
the use of a baffle plate, or “‘ adjustable oven 
dome,” the size,of the cooking area can be 

adjusted without any loss of thermostatic A 
control. It is claimed that this feature saves 


| . gas consumption. When the baffle plate is in 
ts position the area below it becomes the cooking 


part of the oven, while the area above can be 


used as a warming chamber. Below the oven 


is a storage or warming drawer. The 
four burners, controlled by “‘ audible click” 


taps, are ignited by a push-button device. 
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COLOMBO EXHIBITION: 


The Colombo exhibition covers 40 acres, including 


a large section devoted to the work of the Ceylon 
Government ministries, a commercial section, an 
amusement park, and an open-air theatre for displays 
of traditional Sinhalese dancing and film shows. The 
night photograph above shows the Royal Avenue, 
Right, the UK pavilion, 
designed by Misha Black, Kenneth Bayes and Ellis 
Miles of the Design Research Unit (site architects : 
Edwards, Reid and Begg). .The photograph shows 
the screen wall of the main frontage. The brickwork 
Centre, left, the Maldive Islands 


pavilion, constructed of timber and painted two shades 


for dancing and parades. 


is light blue. 


of green ; right, the Vietnam pavilion, with two 
plaster dragons fixed to a plaster facade concealing a 
corrugated-iron shed. Below, the Laos pavilion ; 
traditional forms applied to a structure faced with 
building board. 
pavilion, prefabricated in Canada. 


Bottom right, the Canadian 
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LIVING IN FLATS 
Comments on Ministry’s | 
Report 


Living in Flats* is an excellent report, 
writes a correspondent. It gives in- | 
valuable reading, and reference, for all | 
engaged on the design and layout of | 
blocks of flats. The terms of reference | 
of the investigating committee were to | 
examine the social needs and prob- | 
lems of families living in blocks of | 
flats on high-density estates. The | 
conclusions, which are neatly tabulated | 
in thirty-four short paragraphs, con- 
cern the value of houses and maison- 
ettes as opposed to flats, and the | 
possibility of providing these types of 
accommodation in high-density 
schemes; the treatment of the space | 
around flats; design points having 
regard to types of access, sound insu- 
lation, storage and other problems; and 
the relationship between management | 
and design. | 

It is astonishing that since the war 
fifteen out of twenty-eight Metro- 
politan Borough Councils have built 
nothing but flats. Even the LCC, | 
within the county area, has, so far, | 
built only 81 houses as compared with 
12,012 flats. The report examines a | 
number of reasons why—given all 
practicable measures to meet social | 
needs—a flat is an unsuitable environ- 
ment for families with several chil- | 
dren. It concludes that, even in central | 
areas, it is desirable and possibie to 
provide a good proportion of accom- | 
modation in houses and maisonettes. | 
A proportion of up to 44 per cent. | 
shouses, for example, is considered 
practicable in an area with an average 
overall density of 120 rooms (persons) 
per acre. No layout plans or dia- 
grams are given to support this con- | 
tention, but an appendix is added of | 
suggested densities for two- and three-— 
storey houses in high-density areas, 
based on the conclusions of a new 
handbook, “Density of Residential 
Areas,” about to be published by 
MOHLG. Until this handbook is 
received it is perhaps wise to reserve 
judgment on this part of the report. 

Interesting figures, furnished by the | 

LCC, are given in an appendix (from 
which the following is extracted) on 
the costs of balcony and staircase- 
access blocks. 


SPECIAL COsTS (PER FLAT) ENTAILED BY EACH TYPE 


Balcony Staircase 
Access Access 
£ 
Cost of staircases .......... 38-55 164-84 
+» »» ground floor plat- 
|| 3-77 
access balconies ....| 63-20 
Carcases to lifts ....!| 18-43 64-58 
Miscellaneous additional | 
195-79 | 494-62 
T 


* Living in Flats (HMSO, Feb., 1952, price Is. 6d.). | 
A report by a sub-committee—Chairman, Henry Brooke | 
—of the Central Housing Advisory Committee of the | 
MOHLG. 
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SCHOOL AT KIDBROOKE, 


The Kidbrooke Comprehensive High School, which has been 
designed by Slater, Moberly, Uren and Pike, for the LCC, 
is mow under construction and will accommodate 2,210 girl 
pupils. The consulting structural engineers are Ove Arup and 
Partners. The site of nearly 10 acres has a fall from north to 
south of about 20 ft., and there are two entrances, one in the 
north-west corner of the site, about 50 ft. wide, and one on 
the east, about 100 ft. wide. A building consisting of ground, 
first and second floors was designed with a small proportion of 
accommodation only on the third floor, so that lifts could be 
omitted for economy. Other conditions for reducing cost are: 


small circulation space, low room height without impairing light 


BLACKHEATH, 
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factors, and the dual use of certain rooms. Teaching accommo- 
dation will be split up into three blocks, which are almost self- 
contained, and each section will contain a proportionate number 
of each type of teaching space. The principle of planning is 
corridor access at ground level, with staircase access to short 
lengths of corridor on the upper floors. Suitable large classrooms 
will be used as links, so that, in an emergency, movement can 
be made from one staircase to the rest. These classrooms will 
obtain light on two sides and a floor to floor height of 10 ft. 
3 in. will be possible. Separate dining accommodation will 
be omitted and four 800-sg. ft. classrooms grouped round 
the circulation space at the intersection of the north blocks will 
be used for this purpose, 
with the kitchen at first 
floor level. These class- 


rooms will have sliding- 


folding screens to enable 


Hs court 
in _ +) times, and there will be 
| 
\ | 
| room for one-third of the 
| « | pupils at each sitting. The 
_ , construction will be a RC 
is to have a shell concrete 
| w 
| Facing materials will in- 
-¥¢ 
| PLAY GROUNDS clude yellow brick, wood 
| | x shingles. and tiles. The 


Ground floor plan [Seale : = I’ 


model is seen from the 


south-west in the photo 


j 
4 
| 
| 
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PROPOSED HIGH SCHOOL (Continued) 


on page 334, from south-east on page 335, and below, on this page, and from 
the north-east in the photograph above. The general contractors are Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd. For sub-contractors, see page 350. 


LUARGE HALL! | || LATFORM- court 
| 
| 
|| | i TYPING ; 
= 
al = | FLAY 
Ground floor plan of assembly hall —[Scale: = 1” 0’) 


“These figures,” says the report. 
“which are taken from similar but not 
identical four-storey blocks, indicate a 
difference of some £300 per flat. For 
higher blocks the excess cost of stair- 
case access would work out at less.” 

The main advantage of staircase- 
access is privacy, and this is said to be 
so important that were it not for costs, 
balcony-access blocks would have dis- 
appeared altogether. While they en- 
dure it is suggested that living-rooms 
and bedrooms should not be placed 
next to access balconies, that balconies 
should be recessed (for shelter), that 
entrance doors to flats should not be 
side by side, that balcony-access blocks 
should be short in length (say 4 flats in 
all), and that further experiments 
should be encouraged in using maison- 
ettes in lieu of flats (one access- 
balcony to two storeys only) and in 
designing Y- or T-shaped blocks, with 
the stairs at the centre, and with short 
wings. 

On layout the report is good. There 
are a number of points which deserve 
study—most of them already adopted 
by the better authorities, but still 
ignored by others. Separate play- 
grounds should be provided for older 
and younger children—simple equip- 
ment for the younger (sand and loose 
“ dig,” platforms with steps, low bars. 
water troughs) and high-fenced ball 
games areas for the, elder. Covered 
play spaces and roof playgrounds have 
proved almost universally unpopular in 
practice—but, where possible, natural 
wild areas for imagination games 
should be retained or provided. Roof 
gardens are recommended. 


As far as possible a small patch of 
ground should be provided for any 
tenant who wants a garden or allot- 
ment, and much stress is laid on the 
need for individual garden spaces. 

The breaking down of large estates 
into smaller areas distinct in character 
is recommended as a way of avoiding 
the impersonal and the inhuman. For 
the same reasons the Committee is 
against too long or too continuous high 
blocks, and the repetition of identical 
blocks. Blocks connected at right- 
angles often appear bulky, block light 
from each other and destroy privacy 
by overlooking between adjacent 
rooms. 

Amongst many other points of in- 
terest discussed in the report are laun- 
dries and drying grounds, lifts to take 
prams, workrooms and_ playrooms, 
lock-up stores (every flat should have 
one), fuel stores (minimum 5 cwt. 
coke), garages (usually inadequate 
provision), mortuaries (never used) and 
pets (give the tenant a chance). 

There are valuable words of advice 
on management and finding the right 
kind of caretaker (sorry, superinten- 
dent)—and the very good point that 
architects and managers should really 
get together before design problems 
are settled for good and all. 


4 
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WORKING DETAIL FURNITURE AND FITTINGS: 


DISPLAY PANELS, DEPARTMENT OF CIVIC DESIGN, UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL 


Gordon Stephenson, architect ; Norman Kingham, assistant architect 


The panels, which are for the exhi- 
bition of students’ drawings, are 
hinged to fold back against the wall : 
a small pivoted wheel supports the 


free end of the panel. 
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m WORKING DETAIL FURNITURE AND FITTINGS: 15 
me DISPLAY PANELS, DEPARTMENT OF CIVIC DESIGN, UNIVERSITY OF 


LIVERPOOL 
Gordon Stephenson, architect ; Norman Kingham assistant architect 


_ hinge dropped 
/ to clear sill 
stone sill 7x2 frame 
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w.i. brackets 
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small pivot 
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ELEVATION SHOWING FRAMING OF PANEL scale % = I/-0” 


| 2" frame 


hardwood 


YY external 9” brick wall 
7"x2" frame 


2x uprights at 
2" centres ——7"Q). 0 
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3 YY floor [level 4” thick hardboard covered 


in hessian and painted 
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MEE VERTICAL SECTION THRO’ PANEL scale % full size 


ToT frame 


in closed position | 


PLAN OF PANEL AND RECESS. scale '4 full size 
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WORKING DETAIL WINDOWS: 10 
WINDOW WALL: HOUSE AT PLEASANTVILLE, NEW YORK 


Gibbons and Heidtmann, architects 


The roof above the windows is sup- Photograph : Richard Averill Smith 
ported by steel columns which are 
free-standing except where they 


pierce the bookshelf below sill level. 
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WORKING DETAIL 


WINDOW WALL: 


Gibbons and Heidtmann, architects 
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FROM MOORE AVENUE 
AVENUE 


PLAYGROUND 3 


=} + 


. Secretary 
. Headmistress 


. Staff room 


Staff cloakroom and lavatories 


- Medical room 


. Dining room 


Kitchen 

. Kitchen office, larders, etc. 
. Heating chambers 

. Stores 

. Caretaker, meters, etc. 


. Covered play area 


BOURNEMOUTH, 


HANTS 


The South Kinson Infants’ School 
in Mount Road, Bournemouth, 
designed by Ronald A. Phillips 
cnd Partners, accommodates 280 
infants in seven classrooms and 
two nursery classrooms to hold 80, 
and three additional classrooms 
for a further 120 infants are being 
constructed. The photograph, 
left, is a view of the model looking 
south ; below, left, is the infants’ 
classroom wing looking north-east 
and below is a typical infants’ 
classroom interior. ‘The school 
was erected in 20 months at a 
cost of approximately £72,000 
(about £169 per place). Work had 
been begun before the revisions of 
the MOE’s building regulations 
The 


site is 125 ft. above sea level and 


came into effect in 1950. 


has distant views to the north 
over the Dorset countryside. All 
classrooms face south-east and 
the infants’ classrooms are planned 
in three groups, each having its 
own cloakrooms, lavatories and 
separate entrance from the play- 
ground. The building has load- 
bearing brick walls faced with local 
hand-made facing bricks. All win- 
dows are purpose-made metal case- 
ments. The general contractors 


are George Shears and Sons, Ltd. 


For sub-contractors see page 350. 
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BANK 


at 80, GRACECHURCH STREET, 
designed by WESTWOOD, SONS 


assistant architect-in-charge JAMES A. 


LONDON, E.C.3 
and HARRISON 


CRABTREE 


The Chief Foreign Branch of Martins Bank, Ltd., together with 
several departments of the Bank’s London City Office and a 
new branch bank, are now accommodated by the adaptation of 
an existing banking hall and offices. Most of the furniture was 
designed by the architects, who also selected the remainder as 
well as carpets, curtains and other equipment. The site is next to 
Leadenhall Market. 


General view of the banking hall. 
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PLAN.—The banking hall, which now accommo- 
dates the main section of the Foreign Branch and the 
branch bank, originally occupied almost the whole 
of the available site, but 20 ft. has now been cut 
off to form management offices at the north’ end. 
Suspended ceilings have been constructed for these 
Offices. The mezzanine floor provides clerks’ 
accommodation for the branch bank and a visitors’ 
room off the main staircase for the use of foreign 
bankers. The first and second floors have been 
teplanned and large floor areas opened up by the 
removal of old partitions. On the second floor is a 
staff tea room and kitchen with direct access from 


Plan of curved screen 


the main and staff staircases. Staff cloakrooms in 


the basement provide for 250 people. 
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071 


mitre joint 


Top, left, foreign manager’s secretary’s 
office. Top right, entrance to trustee 
and unit trust departments showing 
curved screen to waiting room. Below, 
branch banking counter. 
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Above and above right, two views of 

the visitors’ room. Right, manager’s al : 
office, showing low internal window of | a bearers, for plasterboard 
reeded glass. 
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A ‘agiaror = 
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Plan of sill, manager’s office window Section of window [Scale: 4” =1'0] 


FINISHES.—In the banking hall all the old screen- 


ing and fittings have been removed with the excep- 
Below, the tea room on the 
second floor. The chairs can 
be stacked and are of Danish 
design. 


tion of the marble fronted counters which have 


somewhat governed the replanning. The ceiling is 


painted indigo blue, and beams, columns and pilasters 
are white, with burnished bronze capitals and bases. 
Walls are painted a warm grey and window archi- 
traves are white. Screens are of natural polished 
mahogany with vertical ribs and panels. In the 
management offices, walls are plastered and painted 
in two shades of grey or acoustic tiles are used. 
New inner windows of fluted glass have been made. 
The visitors’ room has inner walls painted light grey 
and window walls mustard yellow with full length 
curtains in yellow, black and white. In the tea room 
the walls are also painted yellow or grey and the 


floor is of linoleum tiles in the same colours. 


SERVICES.—The existing heating system has been 
modified to give a temperature of 65° F. in offices, 


60° in the banking hall and §5° in corridors. 


The general contractors were Mullen & Lumsden, 


Ltd. For sub-contractors see page 350. 
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CHURCH 


in ENNIS ROAD, LIMERICK, IRELAND 
designed by CORR and MCCORMICK 


consulting engineer STEPHEN MCGLOUGHLIN 


The Church of Our Lady of the Rosary in the parish of St. Munchins, Limerick, has been built in a 
residential district which has grown in a quarter of a century from 60 households to over 600. Before 
the completion of the new church most of the inhabitants of the southern part of the parish crossed the 
River Shannon to attend Mass in other parishes. It was decided to erect a structure that could be built 
quickly and, if necessary, dismantled and re-erected elsewhere to fit in with the shape of the growth of 
population in the parish. 


View looking towards the altar at the west-end. 
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One of the Stations of 
the Cross carvings by 


Oberammergau crafts- 
men. 
CHURCH 


in ENNIS ROAD, 


Plan 


LIMERICK, 


designed by CORR AND 
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Section B-B 
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CAMPANILE 


{1 ENNIS ROAD 


The church and cam- 
panile looking south-west. 


SITE.—The area of the site is 14 acres and is 
screened from Ennis Road on the north by a line of 
young trees. The main approach to the church, 


which is marked by the campanile, is also from the 


north. 


PLAN.—The nave and sanctuary together are 110 ft. 
long by 34 ft. wide and the height to the apex of 
the roof is 22 ft. There is also a baptistery, mor- 
tuary, two confessionals and accommodation for a 
congregation of 600. The worshippers are able to 


see the altar from all- parts of the church. No 


pulpit was needed, 


CONSTRUCTION.—The frame of the building 
is of light steel, clad externally with weather boarding. 
The steel-framed inclined lattice girder roof is 
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roof is 


unusual in design. It spans from gable to gable 
instead of between side walls. The complete roof 
framework was assembled and welded on the ground, 
hoisted up to a few inches above its ultimate posi- 
tion, left there swinging until the framework of the 
walls was in position, then lowered into place, after 
which work could progress under cover. Another 
advantage of this form of roof construction is that 
it gives a pitched ceiling, which adds to the height 


of the interior. 
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FINISHES.—The low-pitched roof has a light 
covering of green mineral grit felt on tongued and 
grooved boarding. In the sanctuary side walls, 
gable and ceiling are in polished oak plywood; 
elsewhere the ceiling and steelwork are painted pale 
blue and walls biscuit colour. The sanctuary floor 
is covered with polished plywood tiles and seating 
is of moulded plywood. The external weather- 
boarding is creosoted under pressure and lined 


internally with hardboard. The campanile was 


Above, the west wall of the 


sacristy with the campanile 
in the background, looking 
east. 
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Elevation, plan and section of prefabricated wall unit —[Seale: 4” = 1’ 0”) 


built in the same way, but the internal lining was 
CHURCH omitted. The altar is of timber, faced with polished 


plywood matching the sanctuary walls, and in con- 
in ENNIS ROAD, LIMERICK, IRELAND 


trast to the general simplicity of the building there 
designed by CORR AND MCCORMICK 


is a large dorsal in rich folds of maroon and gold 
_ hanging from a tester at ceiling level. Stations of 
tite ; the Cross in lightly painted wood were carved by 


Oberammergau craftsmen; the life-size statue in 


+ hardboard 


= ‘ il . 
white teak on the campanile, the gilded plaques on 


the font, the low baptistery gates and altar silver- 


fescia ware were designed by Ojisin Kelly. 
; pit a The cost of the church and campanile was approxi- 
Ab 
gi: ove left, the altar at the 
54x24 head west end of the church, mately £11,000. The general contractors were 
5 showing dorsal and tester. P. Malloy & Sons, Ltd. For sub-contractors, see 
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Saxone Shoe Store at 297, Oxford Street, London, W.1, is equipped with a balanced system of warmed fresh 


air ventilation and radiator heating. The incoming air is warmed and filtered before being distributed into the showrooms and ay 


offices through ornamental grilles, and the vitiated air is extracted and discharged above 
the roof level. The heater batteries and convector type radiators are served by a ‘Rex’ 
3/8 Gas-fired boiler, rated at 1,000,000 B.Th.U per hour. Hot water for the shops and 
offices over is supplied by an ‘Empire’ No. 3 boiler, rated at 45,000 B.Th.U per hour. 


Heating installation by 


H. W. Dutton & Co. Ltd., 25 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 


using i 


Potterton Gas-Fired Boilers 


THOMAS DE LA RUE & CO. LTD. | 


(GAS GROUP) 


Imperial House, 84/86 Regent Street, London, W.1. | Northern Area: 4 Albert Square, Manchester, 2. Midlands Area: Portobello Works, Warwick. 
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This 
Specialized 


No. 6 


The Bacteriologist. 


To his study of minute bacteria, the 
bacteriologist brings a background of 

years of study and experience, enabling 
him to offer the fruits of his labour 
: with confidence in his specialist ability. 


This is the age of specialization. With the advance of modern knowledge, no one man 

is able to excel in everything and in the field of human endeavour the final product is 
inevitably the result of co-operation by specialists. So it is with architectural planning. 
Working under the captaincy of the architect, the team of specialists all play their part and 
take responsibility for different sections of the project. 

Over the years, Lockhart Equipment Ltd., have gained a reputation as specialists in the 
planning and equipping of Industrial Canteens, Hotels and Restaurants. Experienced 
technicians are at all times available to provide specialist service to the architects, which 
includes the preparation of layout plans and the submission of appropriate quotations, 
whether it be for a completely new installation or the reorganisation of existing facilities. 
Lockhart Equipment Ltd., offer a fully comprehensive service whereby every item of catering 
equipment from the largest refrigerator down to the smallest piece of crockery, cutlery, 
furniture, linen, etc., is planned for and supplied so that the whole unit can be handed over 
complete and ready for operation. 


LOCKHART EQUIPMENT 


LIMITED 
SPECIALIST CATERING EQUIPMENT ENGINEERS AND SUPPLIERS 


LOCKHART EQUIPMENT LTD., 72 Berkeley Avenue, Reading. Tel.: Reading 4847 (4 lines) 
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In this week’s special article, J. E. Cooke comments on the application of 
discounts to the accounts of sub-contractors. This is only one of the differences 
between general contractors’ and sub-contractors’ tenders. The most 
important difference is that, although most architects insist that general 
contractors’ tenders should be strictly competitive, being based on the 
architect’s drawings and specification and his quantity surveyor’s bill of 
quantities, when they obtain estimates from specialists they allow the 
specialists to prepare the specification (such as it is), measure the work, and, 
sometimes, prepare the drawings. 

The architect, of course, takes the differences (and, presumably, the reputations 
of the firms) into account when he considers the estimates. But the question 
arises: If strictly-comparable tenders are essential for the general work, 
why, when specialist work often accounts for 50 per cent. or more of a 
contract, are they not essential for sub-contractors’ work? Or, conversely, if 
they are not essential for sub-contractors’ work, why are they needed at all? 


This week’s 
special article 


R. FITZMAURICE 


7. PRACTICE : TENDERS 
sub-contractors’ and suppliers’ discounts 


The number preceding the week’s 
special article or survey 

indicates the appropriate subject 
heading of the Information 
Centre to which the article or 
survey belongs. The complete 
list of these headings is 

printed from time-to-time. To 
each survey is appended 

a list of recently-published 

and relevant Information Centre 
items. Further and earlier 
information can be found by 
referring to the index 


published free each year. 


The following controversial article by F. E. Cooke exposes some of 
the anomalies arising out of the application of discounts to the 
accounts of sub-contractors and nominated suppliers. The present 
situation hampers the efficiency of the accepted methods of competitive 


tendering. 


This study is based on the RIBA con- 
ditions of contract but it should be 
borne in mind that the points raised are 
relevant to any form of contract which 
makes provision for the contractor to 
expect, and retain, cash discounts. 


**NETT”’ TERMS 


First, it should be understood clearly 
what is meant by the word “ nett.” 
According to my dictionary, it means 
“Clear of all charges or deductions; 
lowest; subject to no deductions; not 
subject to discount.” Accepting this 
definition, my use of the word can be 
understood to mean the lowest figure 


Readers opinions on this subject will be welcome. 


after all discounts, whether for cash or 
otherwise, have been deducted and I 
shall try to avoid such ambiguities as, 
“... the nett cost, subject only to 24 per 
cent. discount.” 


CASH DISCOUNTS 


Cash discounts should not be confused 
with trade discounts, which are merely 
discounts allowing concessions to a 
person within the trade, or percentage 
adjustments to published list prices 
dealing with fluctuations in the market 
price of goods or materials. A cash dis- 
count is an offer by a firm to give to 
their customer a percentage discount off 
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Hesitation can mean disaster 


Whether it’s Mutiny or Heavy Duty Cooking 


On May 12th, 1857, the rebels captured Delhi and there 
was a great Ball in Lahore. Quite an eventful day: the 
local troops were planning to revolt as well. Next 
morning, they were summoned to a general parade. 
Taken completely unawares, four Regiments obediently 
piled their arms and marched safely away. So it was— 
simply, heroically, and at the eleventh hour—that the 
entire Punjab was saved from Mutiny. 

Just as procrastination in those days would have been 
a thief of Empire, so in our own time it can be a thief of 
money. For instance, if you order Falkirk cooking 
equipment now, you will get it now—and at a very 
competitive price. If you delay, the opportunity won’t 
wait for you. 


Find out NOW about 


FALKIRK 


HEAVY DUTY 
COOKING EQUIPMENT 


for Hotels, Restaurants and Canteens 


HARD FACTS ABOUT FALKIRK 


Equipment for Gas, Electricity, Oil, Steam and Solid Fuel 
Really tough cast-iron construction—will last for years 


Efficient modern equipment means less work for small 
staffs 


No weak links, a complete and balanced range of equip- 
ment 


Specially designed installation and plans for each 
customer 
Price most competitive 


If a new kitchen is wanted, now is the time to design it. 


Please write for illustrated leaflet to 


THE FALKIRK IRON CO. LTD., FALKIRK, SCOTLAND 


or Mortimer House, 37/41 Mortimer St., London, W.1 
or 40 Hanover Street, Leeds, 3 
or 18 Leigh Street, Liverpool, 1 Al 

Q 


(Proprietors; Allied Ironfounders Limited) 
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their quoted price if the customer pays 
his bill by cash on receipt of the goods 
or makes payment within a specified 
time. It is an inducement held out by 
vendors to persuade their customers to 
pay their bills promptly. Vendors 
apparently consider that prompt pay- 
ment is worth a certain percentage of 
the money owed to them. 

Generally speaking, the cash discount 
does not depend on the type of goods 
invoiced but is applied solely to the 
amount of the monthly statement. It is 
related oniy to the financial aspect of 
the transaction and is applied by the 
vendors mainly for their own benefit. 

It is important to remember this fact, 
for often, nowadays, the discount is 
looked upon as a prerogative of the 
builder instead of something which 
should be initiated by the sub-contrac- 
tors or suppliers, with subsequent 
benefit to them rather than to the 
builder. 

Another point to bear in mind is that 
cash discounts are usually applied only 
to those accounts rendered by mer- 
chants who supply goods or materials; 
not by firms which undertake specialist 
activities. For instance, whereas a 
builder may expect a cash discount on 
all ironmongery purchased from his 
usual ironmonger, he would not be so 
likely to expect it from the firm to 
which he may regularly sub-let his 
plumbing work. 


NOMINATED SUB-CONTRACTORS 


Because the RIBA conditions say that 
all prime costs or provisional sums in 
respect of nominated sub-contractors 
work shall be deemed to include 2} per 
cent. cash discount and because the 
general contractor can object to having 
to employ a sub-contractor who will 
not allow such discount, it is incum- 
bent on the architect, when making his 
inquiries, to request that this discount 
shall be included in the quoted price. 

Most nominated sub-contractors em- 
ployed on building works are specialist 
firms of one kind or another; they sup- 
ply materials and execute works on the 
site in just the same way as the general 
contractor and, like him, they are paid 
a certain percentage of the value of 
their work as it proceeds. This fact, 
together with the sub-contract or other 
form of agreement, creates a rela- 
tionship between the general con- 
tractor and the sub-contractor similar 
to that existing between the employer 
and the general contractor under 
the terms of the main contract. But, 
whereas the general contractor makes 
an offer and is paid accordingly 
(no mention having been made in his 
tender of “nett” or of any sort of 
discount), the specialist firms have to 
include something in their prices to 
allow for a 24 per cent. discount. In 
other words, a sub-contractor has to 
give a discount of 24 per cent. for 
having the general contractor do no 
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more than fulfil his obligations under 
the sub-contract or other agreement. 

I have refrained from calling this a 
cash discount for the simple reason 
that I doubt whether it can truly be 
called one. As we have already seen, 
a cash discount is applied because the 
firm who offer it feel that to do so is 
to their financial advantage. It is 
doubtful whether in the case of sub- 
contractors this is so, for if they were 
to gain any benefit it would not be 
necessary to request sub-contractors to 
include for it in their tenders. Indeed, 
unless such a request is made, tenders 
are usually submitted as nett figures, 
which seems to indicate that the offer 
of the discount is not made freely by 
these firms and cannot, therefore, be 
of much value to them. 

Moreover, if there was any advantage 
in its application under present con- 
ditions, then it would be reasonable to 
assume that the general contractor— 
whose relationship to the employer is 
much the same as that of the sub-con- 
tractor with himself—would be offering 
freely a similar discount to the em- 
ployer when payments were made 
promptly against the architects’ certifi- 
cates. (Though I should be the last 
to suggest that this may be the solution 
to the delay in settlement of final 
accounts.) However, the general con- 
tractor, who, as a rule, is very quick to 
take advantage of any financial oppor- 
tunities which may suggest themselves 
to him, evidently does not think it 
worth his while to offer any such 
inducement to the employer. 


CASH DISCOUNTS ON SPECIALISTS’ QUOTA- 
TIONS 


Before dealing with nominated sup- 
pliers, it will be as well to consider the 
effect of requesting specialist firms to 
include for the cash discount in their 
quotations, for, as I have already men- 
tioned, there is some evidence to show 
that, unless specifically instructed other- 
wise, they will usually quote a nett 
figure. The result of asking a firm to 
include for the discount is to have them 
increase what would have been their 
nett price by 24 per cent.; in other 
words, whereas, in the first place, they 
were prepared to carry out the work for 
say, £975 nett, with reasonable condi- 
tions of payment, their price is now 
£1,000 less 24 per cent. cash discount, 
with conditions of payment which are, 
in fact, no different from those which 
would have applied on a nett quotation. 

This makes it clear that the immediate 
effect of applying the discount is to 
increase the cost of most specialists’ 
work to the employer by the amount of 
the discount required. 


NOMINATED SUPPLIERS 

The contractor buys goods or materials 
from nominated suppliers in just the 
same way as he makes his other pur- 
chases from merchants of his own 
choice; so, naturally, he expects to get 


the same trading advantages. In recog- 
nition of this fact, the RIBA conditions 
permit him to retain any cash discount 
allowed (up to 5 per cent.) and say at 
the same time that he shall not be 
obliged to place an order with any nomi- 
nated supplier who will not allow such 
discount for cash. 

When a nominated sub-contractor is 
employed the main contract requires the 
general contractor to produce proof of 
payment when valuations are being 
made for interim certificates. But the 
contract makes no such requirement in 
respect of nominated suppliers. Conse- 
quently, it can be said that the nomi- 
nated supplier is not so well protected 
under the terms of the main contract as 
is the nominated sub-contractor and, 
therefore, the operation of the cash dis- 
count does help him to obtain prompter 
payment from the general contractor. 

However, it is more usual these days 
for merchants to allow, if anything, 
only a 24 per cent. discount for 
monthly settlement, so that, if a 
supplier is asked to quote for supply- 
ing goods and is told to include in his 
estimate for a 5 per cent. discount, he 
will, naturally, increase his price by the 
amount by which this 5 per cent. dis- 
count exceeds the discount, if any, 
which he normally allows. Hence, the 
employer has to bear another increase 
in cost due to the application of a dis- 
count. 


= CASH DISCOUNT AND THE CONTRACT 
Ss 


The proportion of the contract sum 
represented by prime costs and pro- 
visional sums _ varies considerably 
according to the type and nature of the 
contract, ranging from perhaps as little 
as 5 per cent. on housing to as much 
as 75 per cent. on some industrial work. 
An average figure is about 42 per cent. 
of the contract sum, while the value of 
goods supplied by nominated suppliers 
is usually about 6 per cent. The dis- 
counts on the provisional sums (at 2} 
per cent.) amount to 1:05 per cent. of 
the contract sum. Similarly, the 5 per 
cent. cash discounts included in the 
prime cost items amount to 0°30 per 
cent. of the contract sum. Setting these 
percentage values against contracts 
ranging from £10,000 to £500,000 we 
have a scale as shown in the following 
table: 


Total 
Value Value value 
Contract | of 24% of 5% of 24% 
sum | discounts | discounts | and 5% 
discounts 
£ £ £ £ 
10,000 .. 105_ | 30 135 
20,000 .. 210 60 270 
50,000 525 | 150 675 
100,000 1,050 300 1,350 
250,000 2,625 750 3,375 
500,000 5,250 1,500 6,750 
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FLOORS 


were used in these blocks of flats on the 
L.C.C. Argyle Estate-Wimbledon, Park Side 


The part of the L.C.C. Argyle Estate at present 
under construction comprises 291 dwellings in 
3 to 6-storey flats, maisonettes and cottages. 
Pictured above is a typical 4-storey block. 

In these London County Council flats both systems of 
Bison floors were used—normal Reinforced Con- 
crete for the shorter spans and Prestressed for the 
larger ones. Because both systems were used, 
maximum efficiency and economy were obtained 
because each system was utilised to the best 
advantage. The combination also enabled the slab 
depth to be the same for both spans. 

All Bison units are of box section and when 
grouted together they form a 
constructionally complete floor. 
There are no separate parts, 
topping or ceiling. 


Plans by the Architects to the London County Council 
MINIMUM DEPTH —5in. Prestressed will span up 
to |éft. 

BALCONY CONSTRUCTION is simplified—cantilevers 
are formed by means of extended floor slabs. 
SERVICE PIPES AND CONDUITS are easily and simply 
accommodated without special construction. 
SUSPENDED GROUND FLOORS on sloping sites, 
formed with Bison instead of surface concrete save 
filling and reduce heat loss. 

BISON IS FIRE RESISTANT and proof against rot and 
vermin. 

BISON IS HOME-PRODUCED. 

BISON PRESTRESSED GIVES YOU THESE 
ADDED ADVANTAGES :— 
Longer spans e Thinner floors e Less 
beams and stanchions e Greater 
scope for design, e A Saving of 
up to 75% steel reinforcement 


SPEED AND STRENGTH 


LIMITED 


LONDON (Hounslow 017!) . LEEDS (Leeds 75421) 


FALKIRK (Falkirk 1585) 


SPECIALISTS IN PRECAST 
FLOORING SINCE 1919 


LICHFIELD (Lichfield 2404) 


EDINBURGH (Craiglockhart 1729) 
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These are large sums of money, and 
any employer is justified in asking why 
he has to pay out so much in this 
manner and what he gets in return for 
doing so. 


THE CONTRACTOR AND THE DISCOUNTS 


The extent to which the discounts be- 
come a burden on the employer de- 
pends on the extent to which the 
general contractor takes them into con- 
sideration when preparing his tender. 
On very large contracts, where the dis- 
counts represent large sums of money, 
it is fairly certain that, if the tendering 
is keen, they are taken into considera- 
tion, but on medium-sized contracts a 
lot depends on the type of contractors 
who are tendering. For instance, firms 
who adopt unit rates based on builders’ 
price books are more than likely to 
regard the cash discount as an insur- 
ance against errors in their pricing 
system, rather than as a discount for 
prompt payment of their accounts. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Two things can be done with cash dis- 
counts. Firstly, the money can be re- 
garded by the general contractor as 
part of his profit; secondly, it can be 
considered genuinely as a_ cash 
discount. 

In the first case, one can ask fairly: 
why is it necessary to give the con- 
tractor part of his profit by means of a 
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discount, with all its attendant compli- 
cations, when other clear opportunities 
are provided for this purpose? In 
the second case, the immediate result 
is, as I have shown, to increase the 
cost of the works to the employer by 


anything up to about 1:35 per cent. of . 


the contract sum. 


So long as the slightest doubt remains 
as to whether or not the contractor 
passes on to the employer any benefit 
he may gain from the present pro- 
cedure, the employer is not getting the 
full benefit of competitive tendering. 
This doubt could be removed if 
specialist firms and suppliers were re- 
quired to submit nett quotations based 
on conditions of payment laid down in 
the main contract; the main contract, 
at the same time, should define prime 
cost and provisional sums as nett and 
not subject to any sort of discount. 
These nett figures could then be in- 
cluded in the bills of quantities, and 
the contractor, knowing exactly what 
he would have to pay in respect of 
these sums, could add a completely 
competitive amount for his profit and 
charges for administering the sums. 
This might remove the present 
anomalies caused by the application of 
cash discounts. 


*This article was based on a thesis, entitled 
“The Application of Cash Discounts to Nominated 
Sub-Contractors’ and Suppliers’ Accounts under 
=" Contracts,” prepared recently for the 
RICS. 


TDA 


INDUSTRIAL 


TRUSS TESTED 


A TDA standard timber industrial truss was tested recently at the Forest Products 


Research Laboratory, Princes Risborough. 


The photograph below shows the 


57-ft. 4-in. span truss standing up to twice the design load. It did not fail until the 


load was 3} times what the truss is expected to carry, which was considered a thoroughly 


satisfactory result. 


An alphabetical index covering Informa- 
tion Centre items and special articles 
published in the Technical Section during 
the twelve months ended December 31, 
1951, is being prepared. Readers who 
wish to have. acopy—it is free of charge 
—should complete the form below and 
post it to the Technical Editor, THe 
ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL, not later than 
March 21, 1952. 


Please send me the Information Centre Index 
for 1951: 


Name 
(Block letters) 


Address 
(Block letters) 


AS. 133.32 


Readers requiring up-to-date infor- 
mation on building products and 
services may complete and post this 
form toThe Architects’ Fournal, 9, 11 
and 13, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1 


ENQUIRY FORM 


I am interested in the following advertisement 
appearing in this issue of “The Architects’ 
Journal.” (BLOCK LETTERS, and list in 
alphabetical order of manufacturers names 
please). 


Please ask manufacturers to 

particulars to :— 

PROFESSION or TRADE 


| INFORMATION CENTRE 
| 
| 
| 


Specially prepared for Architects, 
this new folder contains eleven 
Datasheets shewing various applica- 
tions of Esavian sliding and folding 
doors, etc. Each type is illustrated ew 
by a detail drawing, specification 
and photograph. If you have not 
yet received your folder—or require 


’ extra copies—please write to 
a PRINCIPLE 

FOR DOORS, WINDOWS, PARTITIONS & FOLDING SCREENS 

= 


ESAVIAN HOUSE, 181, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.I. TEL: HOLborn 9116. 101 WELLINGTON STREET, GLASGOW, C.2. TEL: CENtral 2369 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE CO. LTD. 


58 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.|I 


However Large or Small 


NEUCHATE 


Telephone: ViCtoria 9982 


GLASGOW EDINBURGH NEWCASTLE * MANCHESTER * BIRMINGHAM * PORTSMOUTH * PLYMOUTH FROME BELFAST CARDIFF 


vii 
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Brian Grant reports on a new 


factory for 


fluorescent lamps and four items 


glass tubing for 


of news from the electrical industry. 


GLASS TUBES FOR FLUORESCENT 
LAMPS 


Up to now the glass tubes from which | 


fluorescent lamps are made have not been 
produced in large enough quantities in this 
country, and supplies have had to be im- 
ported, mainly from America. 
Bros., however, have recently completed a 
new factory at Firhill, near Glasgow, 
where they have developed the “ Vello” 
tube-drawing process so that they will now 
be able to supply all the tubing needed 
in this country and also have a surplus 
available for export. 

The glass is made in a furnace capable of 
producing 250 tons a week. The special 
advantages of the “Vello” process over 
other methods of drawing tubes of glass 
are the greater speed of reduction and the 
closer tolerances that can be achieved. The 
plant is capable of producing one tube 
every second, equivalent to about 34 miles 
of tubing per hour. (Chance Brothers, Ltd., 
28, St. James's Square, London, S.W.1.) 


SMALL LIGHTING PLANTS 


A useful addition to the range of domestic 
and industrial electric 
A. C. Morrison (Engineers) Ltd. uses an air- 


Chance | 


lighting plants by | 


cooled “Petter” diesel engine, which 
develops 45 BHP; the electrical output | 
being 2-5 kW. Four alternative controls 


are standard, the most popular being the 
fully-automatic type which gives the same 
facilities as the mains supply in that the 
generating plant starts up when any light or 
power switch is depressed, and stops when 
the last lamp or other electrical appliance 
is switched off. The alternatives are: 
remote control at any convenient place, a 
press button on the switch board, and hand 
starting of the plant. 

The current is supplied at standard A.C. 


Below, new ‘* Creda” 2-kw. flat- 
back electric fire for wall mounting ; 
no recess is necessary. Dimensions: 
113 in. by 184 in. by in. 
(Simplex Electric Co., Ltd., Broadwell, 
Oldbury, Birmingham.) 


Right, in Chance Brothers’ Vello”’ 
tubing plant, Glasgow: tubes being 
assembled in a jig for packing. 
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One of British National Electrics 
removed. 


mains voltage so that premises already wired 
for mains supply will find such wiring suit- 
able for the “ Morrison” set. Delivery of 
the sets is quite good. (A. C. Morrison 
(Engineers) Ltd., Rectory Place, 
borough.) 


COOKERS FOR THE BLIND 


A small, simple mechanism, invented by 
a G.E.C. service engineer, allows a stan- 
dard electric cooker to be modified so that 
the blind can successfully cook quite an 
elaborate meal. 


The device consists of two complementary 
units; one indicates, by a trip mechanism, 
various temperature settings on_ the 
“ Simmerswitch” and _ thermostatic 
trols, the other is an electrical relay in 
series with the thermostat which pushes 
out an indicator button through the switch 
panel on the cooker front and, at the same 


new 


, temperature. 


| 


Lough- | 


con- | 


time, rings a low-tone bell to indicate that | 


the cooker is switched on. 
temperature set on_ the 
reached, a high-tone bell rings and the 
button recedes into the cooker. The blind 


When the | 
thermostat is | 


person has then merely to set the Braille | 
process timer before putting whatever is to | 


be cooked into the oven. Thus, two means 
of checking the oven temperature are given 
so that the blind housewife can carry on 
with her work in another part of the 
kitchen or house without continually having 
to come back and see if the oven is up to 


immersion heaters, with its plastic cover 


The company will supply these 
supplementary controls free of charge with 
any new cookers supplied to blind users. 

This company has also recently announced 
that all its electric fires will in future be 
fitted with safety guards so that even small 
children should be incapable of burning 
themselves. This is a matter about which 
various authorities have become _in- 
creasingly worried in recent years, and it 
is. an excellent thing that a large firm 
should have modified all its products 


accordingly. (The General Electric Co., 
Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, London, 
W2) 

EMMERSION HEATERS 

Leaflet H.D23 from British National 


Electrics describes a new range of immersion 
heaters and circulators. They all conform 
to BS 1556, and the leaflet has some useful 
notes on the precautions to be taken to 
avoid heat losses in their installation. 
Thermostats can be withdrawn without 
breaking any watertight joints and are 
quickly adjustable to give water temperatures 
up to 190° F. The photograph shows how 
easy it is to adjust the thermostat when the 
plastic cover is removed, and, as can be 
seen, there is plenty of space for wiring. 
(British National Electrics Ltd., Newarthill, 
Motherwell, Scotland.) 


BRIAN GRANT 


—— 
: 
t 4 


Announcements 


Small & Parkes Limited, Southampton, 
announce that they have moved to 5-9 
Payne’s Road, Freemantle. (Tel.: 71276.) 
All stock, plant, etc., from the old address 
at 69 Stafford Road has been transferred 
to this new depot, additional equipment also 
being installed to facilitate service to the 
trade. 


Fordham Pressings Ltd. has appointed to 
its board of directors Mr. Leonard William 
Moritz in place of the late Mr. Charles 
Henry Parker, who died at Bournemouth 
some weeks ago. Mr. Moritz, at present 
a partner of the accountancy firm of Cape 
& *Dalgeish, 71 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, 
will act as financial controller and adviser 
and also as chairman to the board of 
Directors. 


Buildings 
Illustrated 


Proposed Comprehensive High School at 
Kidbrooke, Blackheath, London S.E.3, for 
the LCC. (Pages 334-335.) Architects: Slater, 
Moberly, Uren and Pike F/F/A/A.R.1.B.A.; 
partner-in-charge: Charles Pike, A.R.LB.A.: 
assistant architects: H. C. Wilson, A.R.1.B.A. 
and G. E. Rothen, B.A., A.R.1.B.A. Consulting 
engineers: (structural) Ove Arun & Partners, 
(mechanical & electrical) Edward A. Peace 
& Partners. Quantity surveyors: Selby & 
Sanders. General contractors: Gee, Walker 
& Slater Ltd. Sub-contractors: foundation, 
J. Garrett & Son Ltd. 


South Kinson Infants’ School, Bourne- 
mouth, Hampshire. (Page 337.) Architects: 
Ronald A. Phillips & Partners, F/A/A.R.1.B.A. 
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Quantity surveyor: Irving Todd, F.R.1.c.s. 
General contractors: George Shears & Sons 
Ltd. Sub-contractors: Structural steelwork, 
Bourne Steel Construction Co.: reinforced 
concrete floors & roofs, Bristol Stone & 
Concrete Co. Ltd.; metal windows, Morris- 
Singer Co. Ltd.; heating, plumbing, water, 
gas & ventilation services, Mumford Bailey 
& Preston Ltd.; electrical installation, 
Electrical Services (Shears) Ltd.; roof cover- 
ing, -Ruberoid Co. Ltd.; pre-cast stonework, 
Bristol Stone & Concrete Co. Ltd., Blokcrete 
Co. Ltd.: roof lights, Baster Ltd.; asphalte 
work, Limmer & Trinidad Asphalte Co. 
Ltd.; patent suspended ceilings, Jenkins 
& Sons Ltd.; glazing, James Clark & Eaton 
Ltd.: wall & floor tiling, Carter & Co. 
(London) Ltd.; sanitary ware, Kennedy's 
(Bournemouth). Ltd.; patent flooring, 
Horsley Smith & Co. (Hayes) Ltd.; “ Gran- 
wood ” flooring, Granwood Flooring Co. Ltd.; 
locks & ironmongery, Alfred Brown & Co.., 
Kennedy’s (Bournemouth) Ltd.: cloakroom 
fittings. Alfred Brown & Co. (Birmingham): 
W.C. partitions, Flexo Plywood Industries 
Ltd ; distempers, Walnvamur Co. Ltd.: paints 
(* Dulux”), Imperial Chemical Industries 
Ltd.: gates, J. Caslake Ltd.; Venetian blinds. 
J. Avery & Co. Ltd. (Bournemouth). 


Conversion of the Foreign Branch of the 
Martins Bank Ltd., at 80. Gracechurch 
Street, E.C.3. (Pages 338-340) Architect: 
Westwood, Sons & Harrison F/F.R.I.B.A. 
Assistant-in-charge: J. A. Crabtree, A.R.1.B.A. 
Electrical consultants: 
Partners. General contractors: Mullen & 
Lumsden Ltd. General foreman: E. J. 
Clark. Sub-contractors: Concrete blocks, 
Broad & Co. Ltd.:; bricks, London Brick Co. 
Ltd.:; glass, Wootons (Croydon) Ltd., Chance 
Bros. Ltd.. Pilkington Bros. Ltd.; woodblock 
flooring. The Acme Flooring & Paving Co. 
(1904) Ltd.: patent flooring, Semtex Ltd.; 
central heating, ventilation, gas fittings, 


A. F. Myers &: 


Richard Crittall & Co. Ltd.; electric wiring, 
Rashleigh Phipps & Co. Ltd.; electric light 
fixtures, Courtney, Pope & Co. (Electrical) 
Ltd., Merchant Adventurers Ltd., Troughton 
& Young Ltd., Thorn Electrical Industries 
Ltd.; plumbing, J. J. Nolan & Son Ltd.: 
sanitary fittings, John Bolding & Sons Ltd.: 
stairtreads, Semtex Ltd. (“ Ferrodo” & lino- 
leum), J. Whitehead & Sons Ltd. (marble): 
door furniture, window furniture internal 
casements, Yannedis & Co. Ltd.: telephones 
(external), General Post Office, (interna!) 
Siemens Bros. & Co. Ltd.: sun _ blinds, 
Catesbys (Contracts) Ltd.; plaster, Harding 
& Kemp; acoustic treatment, Horace 
Cullum & Co. Ltd.; metalworks, Brent Metal 
Works Ltd.; marble, J. Whitehead & Sons 
Ltd.: tiling, Roberts & Burling Ltd.: textiles, 
D. Whitehead Ltd.; carpets, Heal & Sons 
Ltd.; furniture, Heal & Sons Ltd. Story 
& Co. Ltd., Primavera, Firman, S. Hille & 
Co. Ltd.; lifts, Express Lift Co. Ltd.: clocks, 
Gent & Co. Ltd.: water-softening plant, 
William Pave & Co. Ltd.:; signs, The Letter- 
ing Centre. 


Church at St. Munchins, Limerick, Ireland. 
(Pages 341-344.) Architects: F. M. Corr, 
B.ARCH., A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1., W. H. D. 
McCormick, DIP.ARCH., A.R.L.B.A.,  M.R.LA.I. 
Quantity surveyor: Dermod J. O’Brien, 
A.R.LC.S., F.F.S. General contractors: P. 
Molloy & Sons Ltd. Stained glass window, 
designed by Evie Hone; external figure, 
silverware on altar, plaques to tabernacles 
font and baptistry gates. designed by Oisin 
Kelly; Stations of the Cross, Craftsmen of 
Oberammergau: dossal curtain, Old Bleach 
Linen Co.; landscaping, Messrs. Watson; 
steelframing, J. & G. McGloughlin Ltd.; 
seating, Barney Heron; electrical installation, 
G. Clancy; font, T. Quinn; painting, Daly & 
Sons; electric light fittings, Merchant Adven- 
turers Ltd.; rubber flooring to aisles, porches, 
etc.. Irish Dunlop Co. 


(Guaranteed without qualification) 


for Bristol’s Colston Hall. 


The Colston Hall, one of the two large concert halls 
to be erected since the war, is another addition 
to our long list of important contracts. ‘ Royal 
Flush’ doors are fitted throughout. 


J. Nelson Meredith, F.R.1.B.A., City Architect. 
Bristol. T. S. Singer, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I, 
Senior Assistant Architect in charge. 


HEAD OFFICE: 
BOLD SAW MILLS, WIDNES, LANCS. 
Branches at: 
MANCHESTER - DUDLEY - LONDON - GLASGOW 
COVENTRY - HANLEY - BRISTOL . NOTTINGHAM 
KETTERING 


“Royal Flush’ is our Trade Mark for the 
highest grade of Plywood Flush Doors 
veneered to architects’ specifications. 3 z 

Top photograph by 
courtesy of Desmond Tripp Ltd. @ 2 
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& SONS LTD 


Timber 
Teneews 
Plywood 


130-150 HACKNEY ROAD 


“LONDON: E.2 


TELEPHONE: SHOREDITCH 7654(10 lines) 
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COLOUR 


an efiective aid 


to modern teaching 


The importance of colour in the environment of the 
modern pupil is now widely recognised by Edu- 
cational Authorities and School Managements 
throughout the country and is particularly well 
illustrated by the interior colour schemes recently 
adopted for the Edgar Stammers School, Walsall, 
where every consideration has been given to the 
value of light and colour in relation to modern 
methods of teaching. The colours specified for this 
important work were chosen from the Pastel range 
of Pilchers Permanent Gloss Paint and Mansion 
Water Paint. Information regarding these and 
other Pilchers Products together with a specially 
produced colour scheme suggestion folder, will 
gladly be sent on request. 


BOROUGH ENGINEER & SURVEYOR: M. E. HABERSHON, 0.B.E,, M.ENG. 
CONTRACTORS: W. KENDRICK & SONS LTD. 


LCH ERS LTD. 
¢6, CHESTERFIELD GDNS., CURZON STREET, 
LONDON, 
TELEPHONE No: GROsvenor 1603 
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3 OF ENGLISH CRAFTSMANSHIP 


A Nottingham Loving Cup, made in 1740. 

The qualities of English craftsmanship are strikingly 
revealed in many world famous works of enduring beauty. 
These same qualities of craftsmanship are to be found in 
many modern English products, and notably so in the 
Veneers produced by John Wrights, who have been 
manufacturers since 1866. The beauty and endurance of 
Veneers depend primarily on the skilful and experienced 
: selection of the timber and on the quality of the cutting. 
: The craftsmen of the JohnWright organisation are in the 
best English tradition, 


JOHN WRIGHT 


Victoria and Albert 
Museum. 
Crown Copyright 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
VENEERS OF ALL KINDS SINCE 


Telephone: ADVance 4444 (10 lines) 


AVON WHARF, LONGFELLOW ROAD, MILE END ROAD, E.3. 


KINGSTON POWER STATION 


Consulting Engineers : 
Preece, Cardew & Rider, 
8 Queen Anne’s Gate, 
S.W.1. 

Builders: Messrs. Charles 
Brand, 28 Charles Il Street, 


FIREPROOF DOORS 
Dreadnought Fireproof Doors are approved by the F.0.C. and L.C.C. 


Ix 


Serious trouble could be 
caused by an outbreak of fire 
at a power station. This risk 
is reduced by the installation 
at strategic points of Dread- 
nought Fireproof Doors. 


DREADNOUGHT FIREPROOF DOORS (1930) L'® 26 VICTORIA St. WESTMINSTER s.w.1. Phone ABBey 14II. 


= 
| 
= 
POWER AND FIRE RISKS 
—= = q 


MARTINS BANK LTD 


Gracechurch Street, E.C.3 


(‘eatured in this issue) 


Architects: Westwood Sons & Harrison, F./A.B.1.B.A. 
Contractors: Mullen & Lumsden Ltd. 


1,100 square yards of floor finishes 
including VINYL TILES 
SEMASTIC DECORATIVE TILES 
and LINOLEUM TILES 


were supplied and laid by 


SEMTEX LID 


A Dunlop Company 


COMPREHENSIVE FLOORING SERVICE 


Head Office: 185/7/9 Finchley Road, London, N.W.3 
Telephone : Maida Vale 6070 Telegrams: Semtex, Haver, London 


288 


IT’S 
EFFICIENT 


IT’S THE EASIEST, 
CLEANEST WAY OF 
RAISING STEAM 


For steam in quantity—any quantity — there is 
no better way than raising it with the Autolec Electrode 
Steam Raiser. Completely automatic, clean and silent in 
operation, it produces steam from cold in a matter of 
minutes. Special housing and boilers with their resultant 
dirt are now no longer necessary. A postcard will bring 
full details. 


ELECTRODE STEAM RAISERS 


DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED BY G.W.B. ELECTRIC FURNACES LTD., DIBDALE worRKS, DUDLEY, WORCS. 
Proprietors: GIBBONS BROS. LTD. AND WILD-BARFIELD ELECTRIC FURNACES LTD. 
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Hi all * ak Stacking Chair 


This new stacking chair is eminently 
suitable for dining or occasional use. 
The strong construction, easy stacking 
and low cost make it ideal for massed 


seating in halls, restaurants, etc. 


@ Exceptionally comfortable shaped back 
and seat. 


@ All wood construction. 
@ Stacks vertically without overbalancing. 
@ Designed for row seating. 


Retail price 60/- Tax free. Trade 


discounts. Special discounts for large 
orders. 


Contract cabinet 
and chair makers 


S. HILLE & COMPANY LIMITED, ROMFORD RD., CHIGWELL, ESSEX, Tel. HAlnault 4151 four lines 


METAL FIXING SYSTEMS 2 Insulating Board cut to sizes and 


dges processed with a ‘‘Vee and Lap” 
CEILINGS, 
ROOF AND WALL LININGS or a “Moulding and Lap” 


ACOUSTICAL PROBLEMS 


STOCKS CARRIED SERVICE is available for 


INSULATING BOARDS @ ACOUSTICAL TILES | . 
‘HARD BOARDS @ PERFORATED HARD BOARDS comp ete schemes and Designs 


ENAMELLED HARD BOARDS @ JOINT COvERINGS| from the preliminary work 
@ COVER STRIPS & ACCESSORIES to the finished job 


EFFINGHAM HOUS RAND, “LONDO 
Telegrams : etraco, London,” TEMple Bar 5303 ( 


¢ 
ae YOUR ENQUIRIES INVITED 
ee 
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MAXIMUM SECURITY 


wth MINIMUM EFFORT 


Rolling Shutters are unequalled both for pro- * 


tection of property and ease in operation. 
They do not encroach on floor space and 
require the minimum maintenance. Can be 


supplied with Hand or Power operation. 


IDEAL FOR 


e LOADING BAYS e FACTORIES 2 
e WAREHOUSES e GARAGES i 
e SHOPS, etc., etc. 


Illustrations and Quotations on request 


f 


Cf (239-242 GREAT LISTER STREET 


_BIRMINGHAM.Z, 


Overhead Efficiency without 
Overhead Expense ! 


We may justifiably claim that a Paragon Glazed 
Roof or Lantern Light, orice installed, “* stays put ’’ 
for the lifetime of the building without any 
necessity for that periodical maintenance character- 
istic of less thorough installations. The reason is 
that all products used in our manufactures, as well 
as the process of manufacture itself (which is 
carried out entirely in our Works), are subject to 
the closest scrutiny as to quality and detail. May 
we suggest that the experience of upwards of 
40 years of all the varied aspects of roof glazing 
are not without value ? 


PARAGON GLAZING CO. LTD. @ 
| VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I 
Telephone : ABBey 2348 (P.B.X.) ¢ | / N (5 : 
Telegrams : ‘‘ Eclairage, Sowest,’”’” London 


* We shall welcome the opportunity 
to tell you more in our Brochure 
**A” about Paragon Glazing. 


Ixiii 


+3 
4 
(FEA FUMMMEtd AMM 
p A R A O N 


4 


THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL for March 13, 1952 


HERMESEAL 


your deaughi 
cxeluston problems! 


tbe iwo 
HERMESEAL 
Strips make 
perfect 
draught-proof 
Seal when 


window is 


Draught exclusion means the prevention of 
infiltration... Here is a typical example 


%* BEFORE In recent tests, the average gap around a large 
number of double hung sash windows (5’ 0” 
x 2’ 9”) was found to average 1/8’, and the infiltration 
rate through these gaps, under a typical wind speed of 10 
m.p.h., was as much as 106.0 cu. ft. per hour per foot 

of gap, or 1908.0 cu. ft. for the whole window. 


%* AFTER The rate of infiltration after draught-proofing, was 

actually reduced to 14.7 cu. ft. per hour per 

foot of gap, or 264.6 cu. ft. per hour for the whole 

window. The prevention achieved, therefore, was 1643.4 

cu. ft. per hour or 86.1%. Tests on casement windows 
showed results up to 95%. 


Such are the effects of efficient draught-proofing, that the 
conservation of heat and saving of fuel can be very greatly 
increased. In general about 50% of all the heat lost through 
the average window or door can be saved, or at least 20% 
of that lost throughout the average home, assuming a 
comprehensive installation. 


THE PRODUCT can be fitted to any type of window or door— 
metal or wood—and consists of a specially designed strip of 
phosphor-bronze ailoy which is guaranteed for ten years. 

THE INSTALLATION is permanent and is fitted by our own 
specially trained staff. 

THE COST is calculated on (1) The. total footage involved. 
(2) The number of drop-seals or thresholds required. (3) Any 
carpentry or sealing work necessary, (4) Fitters’ fares and/or 
subsistence as from nearest branch office. 


-HERMESEAL- 


PATENT DRAUGHTPROOF 
WINDOW & DOOR EQUIPMENT 


BRITISH HERMESEAL LIMITED 
Head Office: 4 PARK LANE, LONDON, W.1 
Telephone: GROsvenor 4324 (3 lines). 


lxiv 


Duncan TUCKER (Tottenham) LTD. LAWRENCE RD. LONDON N.15. 
Telephone: STAmford Hill 1212 (8 lines) 


an | 
Co; 
Enc 
Sor 
No 
T.84 


WHY 
Mit pays to specify 


M KB extrusions are extremely 

handsome in appearance, fault- 
less in finish and minutely close 
to size. This reduces or entirely eliminates further 
machining. Time, tools and labour are saved, leading 
to increased output and reduced costs. 

There is virtually no limit to the applications of 
McKechnie extrusions in brass, bronze and _ nickel 
silver. 


See our exhibit at The London Building Centre, 
Store Street, London, W.1 


FOR FULL 

DETAILS PLEASE 
WRITE TO 
McKECHNIE 
BROTHERS LTD., 
14, BERKELEY ST., 
LONDON, W.1. 
Telephone: Mayfair 6182 


McKECHNIE BROTHERS LIMITED 
Metal Works : Rotton Park Street, Birmingham, 16. 
Branch Offices: London, Leeds, Manchester, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Solder Works : Stratford, London, E.15. 
Copper Sulphate and Lithopone Works : Widnes, Lancs. 
Enquiries for Lithopone and Solder to : 14, Berkeley Street, London, W.1. 
South African Works : McKechnie Brothers S.A. (Pty) Ltd., P.O. Box 
No. 382, Germiston, S.A. 
New Zealand Works : McKechnie Brothers (N.Z.) Ltd., Carrington Road, 
New Plymouth. 


FUSED 
PLUG 


TYPES: 
M.C. 313 SURFACE 


M.C. 413 FLUSH 


with 
B.S. 1363 
Socket 
and 


Rectangular 
Pins 


Attractive 
Cream 
Finish 


Vitreous 
Porcelain 
Insulation 


Flash- 
proof”’ 
Slow Break 
Ax: 
switches 


Full details on application 


J. H. TUCKER & CO. LTD. 


Kings Road, Tyseley, Birmingham II 


Makers of First Grade Electrical Accessories since 1892 
London Office: 2 Newman Street, W.|1 
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NORTH WHARF RD., PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 


24 Telephone: PAD 8486 Telegrams: LINDSAY’S PADDINGTON 8486 al 


‘ 
Ta WIN 


Ir mments- 


iN THE FULLEST SENSE 


Seven capacities from 
21,000 to 75,000 B.1.U’s 
per hour. 


Designed in accordance 
with B.S.S. 758. 


Approved by Fuel Effi- 
ciency Dept. of Ministry 
of Fuel and Power. 
Robert Taylor & Co. 
(lIronfounders) Ltd. 
Larbert, Stirlingshire 
London Office & Showrooms — 


66 Victoria Street, S.W.1! 


AN Also at Building Centre— 
26 Store Street, W.C,1. 


The discerning draughtsman is jealously proud 
of the tools of his profession. We hold stocks 
of the finest quality British standard machine- 
made Drawing Instruments, supplied loose or 
cased. All our instruments are manufactured 
to fine limits with first-class materials and 
workmanship. 
Our illustrated catalogue will be sent 
on application. 


DRAWING BOARDS TEE SQUARES 
DRAFTING MACHINES SLIDE RULES 
SCALES CURVES SET SQUARES 
OBES TIG 
HARPER & TUNSTALL LT 
LETO WORKS, - EDGWARE - MIDDLESEX 
Telephone: Edgware 4455 Telegrams: Ofterial, Edgware 
LONDON: BIRMINGHAM: GLASGOW : 
39, Victoria St., S.W.1. 31, Union St., 2. 278, St. Vincent St. 


“ASSOCIATED 


METALS" 


EXPERTLY FABRICATED IN 


STAINLESS STEEL 


SINKS, SINK UNITS & RANGES, TABLE TOPS, 
SHELVING, TANKS, PIPING, ETC. 


This is a typical “‘ made-to-fit ” unit. vom 
build to requirements or supply standard units. 


Please ask for Catalogues. 


LONDON: 7 Grosvenor Gardens, S.W.1. ’Phone: VICTORIA 1977/8 
Phone : BELL 2004/5 ’Grams : ““STAINLESS,GLASGOW”’’ And at BIRMINGHAM + LIVERPOOL NEWCASTLE - BELFAST and DUBLIN 
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MLINDSIAY.S DADDINCTON IDONWODKG: 
: 
| : | 
| 
iAssociated Metal Corks | 
30 ST. ANDREW'S” 


Edgware 


Ww: 
cent St. 


TOPS, 


A 1977/8 


DUBLI 


You won't forget 


the doors, 45 


are you forgetting the security those doors must 
provide for your clients? Cases of burglary, still 
increasing, disclose advanced methods and equip- 
ment. Ingersoil have met this challenge with the 
new Ingersoll ‘Steel-Clad’ 10 (yes, TEN) lever series 
of locks—for residential and business property. 
Ingersoll Steel-Clad locks harmonise with any type 
of door, and their clean design will please the most 
fastidious. 


Your clients can Ingersoll-lock anything from a two-roomed AT YOUR SERVICE—THE INGERSOLL SECURITY 


flat to a group of factories, each with a different and exclusive ADVISORY BUREAU. The services of technical experts 
combination—one master-key to open all. Employees or are offered to you and your clients. Write for details 
family can have sub-master keys to open only those buildings or, better still, ring BYRon 3456 and ask for a 


or rooms they are authorised to enter. representative to call. 


@SteeleClad for INGERSOLL SECURITY 


Maximum Security ADVISORY BUREAU 
@ Positive Deadlocking 


@Concealed Fixing INGERSOLL 
® Exclusive LOCKS LIMITED 
Cor bination 
17 INGERSOLL CO RNER, RUISLIP 


@No unrzuthorised MIDDLESEX 
Duplicating of Keys 


The Ingersoll The Ing:rs: li Bracea The Ingersoll 
Automatic Rim Deadlock Mortise Clawvolt Deadlock All-Stee! Padloc': 


for interior and 
h exceptional 


suitable 
durability wit 


ive 
Available in an 


W.C.l. 
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with the patent 
: The oven of the No. 30 ) 
a patent air flue which balances 
top and bottom heat and greatly 
’ improves cooking efficiency ; 
-" there-are no oven flues to clean 
Ample Hot Water Supply . 
for 25-30 gallon circulating 
cylinder WO CAUSE FOR ALARM —70 SPIDERS 
Fuel consumption | 4-2 cwt- The iridescent film of moisture that lies so gracefully— and so 
; k harmlessly — upon the spider’s web will creep and rust and corrode 
: the metal webs that are woven out of steel and iron. The spider 
i Back or upward flue outlet can safely ignore moisture. You, however, must fight it with 
. protective paint. The best paints you can specify for this purpose 
Coloured enamel finishes are based on Spelthorne Metallic Lead Pigment. This is a 99% purity 
finely divided metallic lead in a balanced medium. It protects both 
; Be by exclusion and inhibition — first by stopping moisture from attack- 
gies. Se ing metal in the form of rust, second, by stopping rust-creep 
A Go sae should any part of the metal protective coating become damaged. 
’ The ° — Samples, prices and full details from:— Witco Chemical Co. Ltd., 10! Baker Street, 
* our ?’r Literature on London, W.1!, and 30 Cross Street, Manchester, 2, or from the makers :— 
application 
COOKER METALS LTD. 
MITCHELL, RUSSELL & CO. Ltd., BONNYBRIDGE, SCOTLAND 34 BERKELEY SQUARE, LONDON, W.! 
Showrooms: 36 Newman St., London W.!; 13 Dixon St., Glasgow C.2 é 
— 
Specify FLEXIBLE 
a and COMPRESSION 
FITTINGS 
; EASILY INSTALLED The Standard. 


Thermo- 
tubes pro- 
duce a combina- 
tion of convected 
and radiated heat, and 
is an ideal heating system 
for both localised and general 
warmth and draught prevention. 
The fact that these tubular heaters 
may be mounted singly or in banks of 2, 
3 or 4 without changing terminal boxes provides 
a simple answer to large or small scale heating 
on an economical basis. Full details on request. 


Thermotube 


electric heaters 


The Thermovent Technical Advisory Service is always 
glad to help in the planning of Space Heating 
equipment for any kind of building. 
THERMOVENT HEATING: 
E. K. COLE LTD. 5 VIGO STREET, LONDON, W.1 


HEATING 


The Junior. 
The Underground Special. 
The Flanged. 


Gunmetal Screwed Fittings. 
to B.S. Table | & B.S.P. 
Threads. 


Gunmetal Solder & Welding 
Fittings for tin. to 4in. Tube 


" Gunmetal Flanges and Flanged 
Fittings up to 8in. Bore. 


EASY-CLEAN _ For_Gas or Water 
n Chromium, 

LABORATORY Black Bronze om 
Polished Lac- 

i FITTINGS quered Brass. 

® Write for Catalogues of our full range of 

Solder Joint Fittings, etc. 


DONALD BROWN ( 
LOWER MOSS LANE. MANCHESTER: IS. 


Vol Anscaw 474545 Grams: DONABROW Manchester. 
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ESTABLISHED 1875 


TRUET 


tro 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


WESTMINSTER THORNTON HEATH 


WHITEHALL 3342 & 4051 THORNTON HEATH 1122/4/5/6 


- CLOAKROOM FITTINGS AND WIREWORK LOCKERS-, 


a 


| 


Harvey Wirework Clothes Harvey Cloakroom Fittings have been designed to meet the requirements Sizes: 72” high x 12” wide 
Lockers are strong and of all modern cloakrooms. The double-sided island stack illustrated above x 12” deep, 72” high x 10” 
durable, and ise is approx. 5’ 6” high and is constructed of tubular framework enclosing a wide x 18” deep. Other 
space. Available in wirework panel. The wooden seat is supported by an angle frame and tee types of Lockers to suit 
single units or nests of bar legs, incorporating boot and shoe compartments Be mryeg 12” wide special requirements 
2, 3, 4, or 5S Lockers. x 9” high x 12” from front to back. md for List A.J, 830 can be made to order, 
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TIMBER TRADE 


WITH CANADA 


Enquiries regarding Canadian Timbers are 


warmly welcomed and should be addressed to: 


Commercial Secretary (Timber) 
Office of the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Canada House, Trafalgar Square, London, S.W.1 


VISIT THE CANADIAN 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR, TORONTO, 1952 


EVERYTHING 
FOR THE 
DRAWING OFFICE 
& PRINT ROOM 


Send trade card or letterhead for 
Illustrated Catalogue 


OZALID COMPANY LIMITED 


62, London Wall, London, E.C.2. 
Telephone; MONarch 9321 (6 lines) 


Branches and Agency Steckists threugheut the 
U.K. and Eire. 


Thermacoust 


CHANNEL REINFORCED 
WOOD WOOL ROOFING SLABS 


Standard Factory, Harlow Industrial Estate, Harlow Development Corporation. 
Executive Architect: V. Hamnett, B.Sc., A.R.1.B.A., A.R.I.C.S. 


IDEAL FOR FACTORY ROOFS 
For Flat or Pitched roofs 
NO purlins needed at less than 7 ft. centres 


+ + + 


NO other insulating material has greater structural strength 
%* PERFECTLY adapted for valley gutter construction 


For full details, information sheets and prices write to :- T.10 


THERMACOUST LTD., 39 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.!. (Abbey 2738) 
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EXHIBITION 
DESIGN 


Edited by Misha Black, 0.B.£. Contributors: 
Misha Black, 0.8.£., Basil Spence, F.R.1.B.A.: 
James Holland, ¥.s.1.A., Adrian Thomas, 
Richard Guyatt, Lynton Fletcher, M.A., 

J. Mortimer Hawkins, M.1.£.s., H. F. Clark, 
A.1.L.A., Dorothy Goslett, Austin Frazer. 


THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK IS 
to show what are the essential qualities of a good exhibition 
and now to acnieve them. It contains over 250 illustrations— 
photographs, drawings and plans—of well designed recent 
exhibitions grouped under ‘ Trade Fairs’, ‘ Public 
Exhibitions’, ‘ Propaganda Exhibitions ’, ‘ Travelling 
Exhibitions’, and ‘ National and International Exhibitions’. 
The technique of exhibition design is covered comprehensively 
and in detail. Each chapter is written by an expert in his own 
field. The mass of intormation the book contains will be of 
value to the professional exhibition designer and equally to the 
exhibition promoter. 


Bound in full cloth’ boards. Size 9% ins. by 74 ins.: 


Second, revised, edition 195 pages; over 300 illustrations 


Price 25s. net, postage inland 10d. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 


9-13, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.\ 
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The Smith Two-way reinforced fireproof floor can be additional advantage of their removal in the mini- 
employed for any flooring and roofing requirements. mum of time. 
The employment of patent telescopic centers Working space for other trades not obstructed 
permits the immediate use of the floor with the by props and timber shuttering. 

° 


Concrete Products Co., Ltd., St, Peters’ 


Road, Netherton. ‘Phone: Dudley 4315 


2 WAY REINFORCED 
W” FirEPROOF FLOORS 


oO 
Midland Licensees :—Messrs. Parkfield 


SMITH’S FIREPROOF FLOORS LIMITED 
(Dept AJ.) Imber Court, East Molesey, Surrey 
Phone: Emberbook 3300 


YOUR STRUCTURAL STE 
PROBLEMS SOLVED... 


The illustration on the left 
shows architectural sheet 
metal-work being incorpo- 
rated in the early stages of 
construction of aschool for 
the Surrey County Council. 


The ‘ Type 150’ roof consists of trussed rafters supporting a tiling mat, the eaves being 
finished with an eaves bracket, fascia board and soffit and a ceiling frame is suspended from 
the roof by hangers. Fire resisting insulating boards can be fixed between the rafters 
and ceiling are boards secured to the ceiling strips with timber wedges. In a gabled roof 
this system can be concomically used up to a 25-foot span. 


‘650’ Joists replace timber and allow you to use your |-6 standards of timber per 1,000 square feet 
of floor space for wooden floors. NO WASTE—NO SITE LABOUR—NO WARPING—NO ROTTING. 
They are straight and do not squeak. Available in lengths up to I4ft. 6in. for floors of 36 Ib./square foot 
loading. Overall "depth, 63in. Other joists available for different spans and loadings. 


SOMMERFELD’S 
JOISTS 


SOMMERFELDS 


WELLINGTON SHROPSHIRE 


TEL: WELLINGTON 1000 - 167 VICTORIA ST. - LONDON - TEL: VIC 1000 
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THREE GOOD 


1952 
SOUNTS ... 


STANDARDIZED 
COMPLYING WITH THE 
LATEST BRITISH STANDARDS 
PRODUCTIONS YOU 

SPECIFY WITH CONFIDENCE 


COMPRESSION JOINTS 


TYBURN 


24 


ALL 


ARCHITECTS... are not designing 
kitchens. But those who 
are have a special pro- 
blem in these days of fuel 
cuts and scarcities. What 
cooker to specify ? 


For the small kitchen the 
Wellstood, because it 
burns any solid fuel with 
conspicuous economy, 
is surely one of the most 
practical. 


Why not send a postcard 
for the Wellstood Infor- 
mation Sheet, giving full 
details of this modern 
insulated cooker ? 

Approved by the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power. 


WELLSTOOD 


COOKER & WATER HEATER 


Smith & Wellstood‘Ltd., Bonnybridge, Stirlingshire. London: 63 Conduit{St., W1. 


For easier, quicker and more 
economical plastering of 
concrete surfaces use 


“Cretestone 


CONCRETE BONDING GYPSUM PLASTER | 


Achieves perfect keying without 
the cost of hacking and 


provides the first plaster coat 


Full information and camplete specifications 
available on request. 


GYPROC PRODUCTS LIMITED 


Head Office : Westfield, Upper Pg. este Road, Gravesend, Kent. 
Telepkone: Gravesend 425:-4. Telegrams: Gyproc, Gravesend. 


oman Office: Gyproc Wharf, Shieldhall, Glasgow, S.W.1. 
one: Govan 2141-3. Telegrams: Gyproc, Glasgow. 


ffice: Morris House, 1-5 Jermyn Street, London, S.W.1. 
Telephone: Whiteha!l 8073-4 
Makers of ‘‘PARISTONE” Browning Plaster (Haired 
Unhaired and Metal Lathing Qualities). 
**PARISTONE ” Wall Finishing Plaster. 
“*GYPSTONE ” Board Finishing Plaster. 


G.C.4, 
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il -AN ARCHITECT’S COMMENT i! 


No. 123 
Double Switch for I-gang box 


DAY 


i ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES LTD. 
| 136-8 Mary Street, Birmingham 12. Tel.: Calthorpe 2621 


| 


| 

| 


THE COMPACTOM SYSTEM OF PARTITIONING 


Compactitioning ’’ is a new word for a new service. It is a system of dividing 
up interiors of buildings to give economically planned units which can 
be changed and adapted to meet future demands. The ‘*‘Compactitioning”’ 
system utilizes those materials best suited t> the requirements of design and cost. 


@ Entirely licence free @ Solid or glazed partitions 

@ Purpose made @ Designed for easy dismantling 
and re-erection 

@ Time on site reduced to a minimum @ To suit high or low buildings 


Full particulars on request to: COMPACTOM Ltd. ° OXGATE LANE ° LONDON N.W.2. 


NEAT AND SIMPLE 


NSWER TO 


BROADS PATENT COMBINATION 
BALCONY DRAINAGE UNIT IS 
DESIGNED TO SIMPLIFY THE 

DRAINAGE OF BALCONIES THROUGH 
WHICH THE DOWN PIPE PASSES, 
THUS PROVIDING A NEAT AND 

UNOBTRUSIVE APPEARANCE. 


Manufactured in various sizes to suit 
rain-water pipe. 


(PATENT APPLIED FOR) 


INFORMATION SHEET SENT 
ON REQUEST 


4 SOUTH WHARF, PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2. TEL: PAD. 7061 (20 lines) 
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FOR INFORMATION ON 


COPPER TUBES 


Write for this 16 page publication 
PRESENTING IN CONCISE FORM 
@ PROPERTIES 
@ B.S.S. SPECIFICATION DETAILS 
APPLICATION DETAILS 


@ WEIGHTS OF VARIOUS GAUGES 


ROWNSON’S TUBES 
ARE THE MOST ECONOMICALLY 
PRICED TUBES AVAILABLE 


ROWNSON, DREW 


225 UPPER THAMES S 
Established 1819 


HAL 


WIDE SPAN 
BUILDINGS 


Fos CANTEENS - STAFF RECREATION 
ROOMS -WORKSHOPS #4 LIGHT WORK 


Hall’s are rencwnedtor their timber buildings not only as 
manufacturers but as prime designers and pioneers. 

Your needs receive the personal attention of those responsible 
for the high Hall standard and any building purchased is backed 
by the reputation, skill, and integrity of Halls of Paddock Wood. 
Building for Industry, Education, Sport, Municipal or Construc- 
tional needs. Site offices and Contractors’ Huts also supplied. 
NO MATERIAL LICENCES NEEDED. 


WOOD 
TONBRIDGE KENT 


great importance 


BLOCKS OF FLATS, housing the fact that they are 
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estates, business premises, 
warehouses—in every case 
the security of the front 
doors and entrances largely 
depends on onesmall fitting. 
The lock you specify. 


Leck security. 


When you specify Chubb 
locks you can trust them to 
prove the wisdom of your 
choice. These anti-burglar 
locks have been famous for 
-more than 130 years for 
their immense strength and 


virtually unbeatable. They 
give all the security you’d 
expect from the world’s 


best locks. 


Chubb have designed 
and constructed locks for 
most types of property 
including houses, flats, 
garages, shops, offices and 
warehouses. 

Should you require complete details 


_ of the full Chubb range, we will gladly 


send further particulars on hearing 
from you. Write or telephone: 

Chubb & Son’s Lock and Safe Co. 
Ltd., 40-42 Oxford Street, London, 
Telephone MUSeum 5822. 


Specify CHUBB locks 
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THE PRECISION FACING BRICK 


Introduced in 1934 and since specified by Government 
Departments, Local Authorities, Leading Architects, 
Builders, etc. Buildings faced with Dunbriks include 
Houses, Schools, Factories, Hospitals, Drillhalls, Cinemas, 
Flats, Office Blocks, etc. 


Dunbriks are Manufactured by:— 

London and Home Counties 

DUNBRIK LIMITED 26, Chilworth Street, London, 
W.2. ’Phone: Paddington 2471/2 

Suffolk, East and Central Essex 

ALPHAMSTONE BRICK & TILE CO. LTD. 
Alphamstone, near Bures, Suffolk. ’Phone: Twinstead 229 
Dorset, S.W. Hants and S. Wilts. 

W. E. MASTERS, Brick Manufacturer, Lytchett Minster, 
near Poole, Dorset. ’Phone: Lytchett Minster 291/2 
Oxon, Berks, N. Wilts and N. Glos. 

THE COTSWOLD BRICK AND TILE CO. LTD., 
Standlake, near Witney, Oxon. ’Phone: Standlake 284 
East and West Ridings, Yorkshire 

DUNBRIK (YORKS) LTD., Stanley Ferry, near Wakefield, 
Yorks. ’Phone: Wakefield 3694 

Counties of Notts, Lincs, Leicester, Rutland, Derby. 

THE HOVERINGHAM GRAVEL CO., LTD. 
Hoveringham, Notts. ’Phone: Bleasby 242 

Scotland 

SCOTTISH DUNBRIK LTD., 250, Alexandra Parade, 
Glasgow, E.1. ’Phone: Bridgeton (Glasgow) 1818; 
Dundee 81673 

Ulster : 

DUNBRIK (ULSTER) LTD., Doagh Station, Co. Antrim, 
N. Ireland. *Phone: Doagh 59 


Beauty * Economy * Permanence * Uniformity 
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At a fraction of the cost of brick construction. 


| SECTIONAL 


Garage Storage Buildings 


BUILDINGS 


Office Bus Shelter 


Batley Buildings can be erected at a fraction of the cost of brick struc- 
tures by saving time, labour and material costs. Assembled from 
standardised tongued and grooved concrete units they are permanent, 
portable, weatherproof and fireproof. Windows and doors can usually 
be located according to requirements. Once erected Batley Buildings 
require no maintenance. Used extensively by leading Industrial and 
Municipal bodies. 


Full details are contained in illustrated Brochure sent free on request to: 


ERNEST BATLEY LTD., 63 COLLEDGE RD., HOLBROOKS, COVENTRY 


Tel.: 89245/6 


* Over SO experts have combined to make 


MODERN BUILDING 


CONSTRUCTION 


> 
Edited by RICHARD GREENHALGH, A.L.Struct.E. Craftsmanship in Building Fire-resisting Construction ‘ 
These three volumes contain the experience and skill of par dy ete ees Plain and Reinforce 
craftsmen and experts—men who learned from years of Building Science Joinery 
work the best way todoajob. Whether youhave Brickwork Carpentry 
een in the Industry for many years or have only recently Training 0 ra and Stairs and Han 
; ; : Specialists in the Building Shop Fronts and Fittings 
taken it up you will find these books invaluable. indeuney Builder’s Office and Routine 
Post this Coupon Roof Coverings Book-keeping, Accounting, 
oo ting an Decora’ imating 
UBLISHING co. LTD. Paperhanging Preliminary Operations 
i THE NEW ERA P t, London, W.C.2 Glazing Superintendence 
i Pitman House, Parker Street, : r Illustrated Plumbing Drainage and Sanitation 
j free of cost Or obligation, you a: a Gas-Fitting Heating 
Please send Me, BUILDING work for Electrical Fitting Ventilation 
3 Brochure on ? ur offer to deliver the comp ne d by a few Training and Opportunities of Prefabrication 
} particulars ‘ a ment, the balance to be Pp an Architectural Student Land Surveying and Levelling 
3 furt ere Ar itectura wing ing w 
Name 3 Architectural Design Royal Institute of British’ 
; i ‘Architect’s Office and Routine Berveyers’ 
Structural Engineering Institution of Structural Engineers 
: African enquiric NNESBURG. 3 PRESENTED IN THREE PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED VOLUMES WITH 
Box 1033, FIVE INSET COLOUR PLATES. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Advertisements should be addressed to the Advt. 
Manager, ‘“‘The Architects’ Journal,” 9, 11 and 
13, Queen Anne’s Gate, W estminster, S.W.1, and 
should reach there by first post on Friday 
morning for inclusion in the following Thursday’s 


paper. 

Replies. to Box Numbers should be addressed 
care of “ The Architects’ Journal,” at the address 
given ‘Move. 


Public and Official 
25s. per inch; each additional line, 2s. 


The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a Local 
Office of the Ministry of Labour or a Scheduled 
Employment Agency if the applicant is a man 
aged 18-64 inclusive or a@ woman aged 18-59 
inclusive unless he or she, or the employment, is 
excepted from the ane of the Notification 
of Order, 


IR WORKS DEP 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER) DRAUGHTS- 
MEN required in Designs Branch by Air Ministry 
Works Department. Applicants should have had 
several years’ experience in the preparation of 
working drawings, details and layouts for per- 
manent and semi-permanent buildings. Vacancies 
are mainly in London, but there are some in the 
provinces. Salaries are on ranges up to £675 per 
annum, with starting pay dependent upon age, 
qualifications and experience. Applications, 
stating age, qualifications, previous appointments 
(with dates), should be sent to the nearest local 
Employment Exchange. 5162 
REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD. 

ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 

Applications are invited for the appointment of 
a GENERAL ASSISTANT 
(Grade A.P.T., £450 to £495 per annum), on 
the permanent Staff of the Board’s 
Architect in Newcastle. It is expected that the 
salary scales of architectural staff of Regional 
Hospital Boards will shortly be regraded on an 
improved National basis. 

he appointment relates to the section of the 
staff which is concerned with practical architec- 
tural work throughout the Region. To Architec- 
tural Assistants who wish to gain experience of 
hospital the post offers an _ excellent 
opportuni for doing good-class work full of 
interest and variety and in a developing service. 

Applicants must produce evidence of having 
had a sound architectural training, and should 
have passed or reached the standard of the Inter- 
mediate Examination of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. Some practical experience in 
an_architect’s office is essential. : 

Evening study-facilities are available at the 
University of Durham, King’s College, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

The appointment will be subject to the pro- 
visions of the National Health Service (Super- 
annuation) Regulations, 1947. Successful candi- 
— will be required to pass a medical examina- 


"Keaihenate should state: (1) Name and full 
address; (2) age and whether married; (3) pro- 
fessional qualifications; (4) experience; (5) present 
appointment and salary (6) war service; (7) date 
available if appointed, and (8) names and 
addresses of three referees. _ 

_Applications are to be received by the under- 
signed not later than the 2ist_ March. 1952. 

E. B. JENKINS, 
Secretary. 
“* Dunira,” Osborne Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2. 
26th February, 1952. 6470 


THE NORTH-WESTERN ELECTRICITY 


vO. su RE 
APPOINTMENT of ASSISTANT 


SUB-AREA TECHNIC AL 
DEPARTMENT, KENDAL. 

Applicants should have had experience as Clerk 
of Works, with thorough knowledge of all sections 
of the building trade. be capable of setting out, 
giving levels, measuring up, keeping all necessary 
site records ‘and rendering reports. Maintenance 
and repair of Board’s property will be included in 
duties. 

Salary scale: £621-£648 p.a. Grade H.10. N.J.B. 
conditions. 

Applications to Sub-Area Manager, No. 6 
(Lakeland) .Sub-Area, The North-Western Elec- 
tricity Board, Castle Green, Kendal, by 22nd 
March, 1952. 

“BRADFIELD RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
ASSISTANT IN THE HOUSING 
DEPARTMENT. 

Applications are invited for the above appoint- 
ment *. a_ salary according to Grade I of the 
A.P.T. Division, commencing at £440 per annum, 

increasing annually by £15 to £485. 

The appointment is superannuable, and the 
successful applicant will be required to pass a 
medical examination. 

Applicants must possess a good practical know- 
ledge of the preparation of building quantities. 

Applications, giving full personal particulars 
with details of present appointment and experi- 
ence, must be delivered to the undersigned not 
later than Tuesday, 25th March, 1952. Applicants 
should state the names of not more than two 
referees as to character and ability. 

Canvassing in any form. either directly or 
indirectly, will be a disqualification. 

CHAMP 
of the 
Council Offices, 26, Bath Road, Reading. 649 


BOROUGH OF BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK. 
JUNIOR ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTSMAN 
(TEMP( 

BOROUGH ENGINEE R ae SURVEYOR’S 

DEPARTMEN’ 

Applications are invited for This appointment 
at a salary according to the Miscellaneous 
Division, Grade III (£355 to £415 per annum, plus 
London weighting). A two-bedroom flat can be 
for the successful applicant. 

Applicants should be well experienced in the 
tracing and colouring of architectural and engin- 
eering drawings, a working knowledge of building 
construction and Municipal engineering being an 
advantage. 

Written applications detailing experience, etc., 
with copies of two testimonials, to undersigned 
not later than 28th March, 1952. 

This adverticomes nt is published subject to the 
provisions of the Notification of Vacancies Order, 
1952. 


W. F. J. Church, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Hall, Chiswick, W.4. 6497 


SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL. 

COUNTY ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 

Applications are invited for the appointment of 
ASSISTANT QUANTITY SURVEYOR, Grade VI, 
at a commencing salary of £645 per annum, rising 
by annual increments of £20/£25 to a maximum 
of £710 per annum, plus London allowance of up 
to_£30 per annum according to age. 

Preference will be given to applicants who are 
Members of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors (Quantities Sub-Division), and who have 
adequate experience in the preparation of Bills of 
Quantities, site measuring, and in settlement of 
final accounts. 

The appointment will be subiect to the pro- 
visions of the Local Government Act, 1937, and 
the successful applicant will be required to pass 
a medical examination. 

Applications, sfating age, qualifications and ex- 
perience, and accompanied by copies of three 
recent testimonials, should be sent to The County 
Architect, Surrey County Council, County Hall, 
Kingston-upon-Thames, not later than the 28th 
March, 1952. 

Canvassing, either directly or indirectly, will 
disqualify a candidate from consideration. 

The Council will be unable to provide any 
housing accommodation, and the successful appli- 
cant will be expected to make his own arrange- 


ments in this direction. 
T. W. W. GOODERIDGE, 


Clerk of the Council. 
County Hall, Kingston-upon-Thames. 6496 


URBAN 


ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT. 
ARC RAL ASSISTANT OR 
RAUGHTSMAN. 

Applications ... invited for the appointment of 
an Architectural Assistant or Draughtsman 
(either sex) in the Architect’ s Department of the 
above Authority, at a salary commensurate with 
qualifications and experience, in the A.P.T. Grade 
of the Scale of Salaries of the National Joint 
Council for Local Authorities’ Administrative, etc., 
Services. 

The appointment is temporary, will be termin- 
able by one month’s notice on either side. and 
will be subject to the provisions of the Local 
Government Superannuation Act, 1937, if the 
successful applicant has had two years’ Local 
Government service. 

Form of application can be obtained from the 
undermentioned address. Closing date for receipt 
of applications is Saturday, the 22nd March, 1952. 

A. A. LUXMOORE, 
Clerk of the Council. 

Browney House. Browney Colliery, Durham. 
_ 5th March, 1952. 6508 


SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL. 7 
Cou NT Y ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 
Applications are invited for the following 


appointment :— 
MAINTENANCE SURVEYOR, 


ASSISTANT 
Grade VI, at a commencing salary of £645 per 
annum, rising by annual increments of £20/£25 to 
a maximum of £710 per annum, plus London allow- 
ance of £30 per annum. 

Applicants should possess approved qualifica- 
tions and experience, and preference will be given 
to those who are Members of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors (Building Sub- 
Division). 

They should be capable of drafting specifica- 
tions in all trades, preparing schedules of dilapi- 
dations, the preparation of detailed estimates for 
general maintenance works, and surveys of 
properties. 

Full details of past and present appointments 
should be given. 

The appointment will be subject to the pro- 
vision of the Local Government Aet, 1937, and 
the successful applicant will be required to pass 
a medical examination. 

Applications, stating age, qualifications and ex- 
perience, and accompanied by copies of three 
recent testimonials, should be sent to the County 
Architect, Surrey County Council, County Hall, 
— upon-Thames, not later than 22nd March, 

Canvassing, either directly or indirectly, will 
disqualify a candidate from consideration. 

The Council will be unable to provide any 
housing accommodation, and the successful appli- 
cant will be expected to make his own arrange- 


ments in this direction. 
T. W. W. GOODERIDGE. 
Clerk of the er 
County Hall, Kingston-upon-Thames. 
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LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 

ARCHITECTS and SURVEYORS required for 
building control work. Salaries up to £696, accor re 

ing to experience. A.R.I.B.A. or A.R.I1.¢ 
essential. ointment forms from 
County Hall, 1, quoting AR/EK/BR/3. oe 
463 
CITY AND COUNTY NEWCASTLE-UPON- 

TYNE 


CITY ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 

The City Architect will be pleased to hear from 
Architects possessing a contemporary outlook and 
considerable aptitude in matters of architectural 
design and construction in connection with the 
following vacancies in the Housing Section of the 
Department, which is sub-divided =— sections 
dealing with normal housing and 

ONE SENIOR’ ASSISTANT ARCHITEC 
Grade VIII (£735-£810). 

ONE SENIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. 
A.P.T., Grade VII (£685-£760). 4 

ONE SENIOR ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. 
A.P.T., Grade VI (£645-£710). 

The Grade VIII appointment is for normal 
housing, and the appointments for the other posts 
may be either for normal housing or for flats. 

All candidates should be Associate Members 
of the R.I.B.A., and training at a recognised 
School of Architecture is desirable but not 
essential. 

The appointments will be subject to the 
National Conditions of Service as adopted by the 
City Council; to the provisions of the Local 
Government Superannuation Act, 1937, and to one 
month’s notice on either side. The successful 
candidates will be required to pass a medical 
examination. 

Applications, stating position applied for, par- 
ticulars of training, qualifications, experience, 
present and past appointments, together with 
copies of two recent testimonials or the names 
and addresses of two persons to whom reference 
may be made, should be addressed to George 
Kenyon, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., City Architect, 
18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1, not 
later than the 29th March, 1952 

JOHN ATKINSON, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Hall, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 
29th February, 1952. _ 6478 
BOROUGH OF TWICKENHAM. 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT. 

Applications are invited for the position of 
Architectural Assistant, in the Borough Engin- 
eer’s Department, at a salary in accordance with 
Grade ILV-V (£530-£620, plus London weighting). 

The applicants must have passed the Inter- 
mediate Examination of the R.I.B.A., and experi- 
ence with a Local Authority, will be an advantage. 

Applications, endorsed Architectural  Assis- 
tant,” stating age, qualifications, present and pre- 
vious appointments and_ giving details of 
experience, should be accompanied by copies of 
two testimonials, soe delivered to Mr. A. 
Knolles, B.Sc., M.1I.C.E.. York House, 
ham, Middlesex, not later than Saturday, 22nd 
March, 1952. 7 

The successful applicant will be required to pass 
a medical examination, and the appointment will 
be subject to the Local Government Superannua- 
tion Act, 1937, and to one month’s notice on either 
side. 

Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will dis 
qualify, and applicants must state whether they 
are related to any member of the Corporation 


or senior officer. 
W. H. JONES, 
Town Clerk. 


ge Offices, Twickenham. 
28th February, 1952. 6486 


HOLLAND COUNTY COUNCIL. 
COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT. 

Applications are invited for the following 
appointments in the Boston office of the Depart- 
ment : 

(a) CHIEF ASSISTANT PLANNING OFFICER. 
A.P.T., Grade VIII (£735-£810 per annum). 

(b) PLANNING ASSISTANT. A.P.T.. Grade 
IV (£530-£575 per annum). 

Applicants for post (a) must have had wide 
technical and administrative experience of plan- 
ning in county, urban and rural areas, including 
the preparation of Development Plans, and must 
be either Members or Associate Members of the 
Town Planning Institute: preference will be given 
to applicants holding additional "professional 
qualifications in architecture, engineering oF 
surveying. 

Applicants for post (b) should have had good 
experience in planning survey and research work 
under current legislation, and should have passed 
the Intermediate Examination of the Town 
Planning Institute; further qualifications will be 
an advantage. 

The appointments are subject to the provisions 
of the Local Government Superannuation Act 
1937, and the successful applicants will be required 
to pass a medical examination. For post (a) the 


successful applicant will be required to provide 


and maintain a motor car, for which allowance 
will be paid in accordance with the County 
Council’s scale. 

Applications, stating age, education, qualifica- 
tions and experience, accompanied by ‘two recent 
testimonials and the name of one person to whom 
reference may be made, should be sent to the 
undersigned, to arrive not later than 14 days 
after the publication of this notice. Canvassing, 
either directly or indirectly, will be a disqualifica- 


tion. 
H. C. MARRIS, 
Clerk of the County Council. 
County Hall, Boston, Lincs. 
lst March, 1952. 6487 
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YD QUANTITY SURVEY 

THE ~ CLVIL SERVICE COMMISSIONERS 
invite applications for permanent appointments 
to the basic grades given above, in a number of 
Departments in England. The vacancies for 
Architects are in the War Office. Applications 
will be accepted at any time up to and including 
3ist March, 1952. Selected candidates will be 
interviewed as soon as possible after the receipt 
of their application forms. er candidates 
may expect early appointments. Candidates are 
advised to apply as early as possible. 

All candidates must be at least 25 and under 
35 years of age on lst January, 1951, with exten- 
sion for regular service in H.M. Forces, and up 
to two years for permanent Civil Servants. Ail 
candidates must have the appropriate professional 
qualifications and experience. 

The salary on appointment will be fixed accord- 
ing to age, up to 34.. The London salary for men 
aged 25 is £628, rising by seven increments to 
£812, then by four further increments to £970, 

(The next higher grades are: —Main Grade, £970- 
£1,280; Senior Grade, £1,331-£1,536.) 

Salaries for women and for officers appointed 
to the provinces will be somewhat lower. 

Further particulars and application forms from 
Civil Service Commission, Scientific Branch, 
Trinidad House, Old Burlington Street, London, 
W.1, quoting No. 3405. Completed application 
forms should be returned as soon as possible. 6520 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF WEST HAM. 
BOROU oe ARCHITECT AND PLANNING 
OFFICER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Applications are invited for the following posts 
on the permanent establishment, in connection 
with the reconstruction programme of the County 

Borough : — 

(a) SENIOR ASSISTANT sae HITECT. 
APT. Grade VIII (£735 x £25—£81 

(b) ASSISTANT ARC TS. P.T., Grade 
VI (£645 x £20 x £20 x £25—£710 

(c) ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS. 
Grades £15—£485; £470» £15—£515; 


(d) SENIOR. ASSISTANT (PLANNING). 
A.P.T., Grade VIII (£735 x £25—£€810). 

(e) ASSISTANT (PLANNING). A.P.T., 
VI (£645 x £20 x £20 x £25—£710). 

(London allowance in addition.) 

Applicants for post (a) should be A.R.I.B.A.. 
having considerable’ practical experience of 
Housing works, and should be capable of taking 
complete charge of Contracts. 

Applicants for posts (b) should be A.R.I.B.A. 
or Registered Architects, and have had experience 
in large Housing works and be able to supervise 
Contracts. 

Applicants for posts (c) should have had at 


Grade 


now ready 


FOUNDATIONS 


FOR HOUSES AND OTHER SMALL 


STRUCTURES 


by W. H. Elgar, MA, MEng, AMICE, ~- 
FRICS. Forewords by Noel Dean, MA 
and James Macgregor, FSA 

How to arrive at an adequate, safe 
foundation design whatever the 
soil and subsoil; how to avoid need- 
less waste of money below ground 
level; how to test the behaviour 
and physical properties of sub- 
soils. The book contains 92 pages 
with 52 line illustrations. 

Price 12s, 6d. net, postage 5d. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL PRESS 9 Queen Anne’s Gate SW1 
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least three years’ practical experience in an 
Architect’s office, and preference will be given to 
candidates who have passed the Intermediate 
Examination of the R.I.B.A. 

Applicants for post (d) should be A.M.T.P.I 
preferably with one other qualification, and should 
have administrative ability and good all round 
experience. 

Applications for post. (e) should be A.M.T.P.I., 
with administrative ability and experience in de- 
velopment control. 

Application forms (returnable by 3ist March, 
1952) to be obtained from the Borough Architect 
and Planning Officer, Thomas North, 
F.R.1.B.A., 70, West Ham Lane, Stratford, B.15. 

G. E. SMITH, 
Town Clerk. 
West Ham_ Town Hall, Stratford, E.15. 
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 
CHITECTURAL ASSISTANT. 

ae... are invited for this appointment 
at a salary in Grade Va (£600-£660). Applicants 
must be Registered Architects and have had sound 
experience in architectural work. 

The appointment will be subject to the National 
Scheme of Conditions of Service; to the provisions 
of the Local Government ‘Superannuation Act, 
1937; to the successful passing of a medical ex- 
amination; and to one month’s notice on either 
side. 

Housing accommodation, if required, will be 
provided for the successful applicant as soon as 
possible. 

Forms of application may be obtained from the 
undersigned, to whom applications should_ be 
delivered not later than 3lst March, 1952. Can- 
vassing will 

. C. BRADBURY, 
Clerk of the comet 
Council Offices, Herne _Bay, Kent. 

THE ROAD HAULAGE EXECUTIVE | have | a 
vacancy for a MAINTENANCE SUPER- 
INTENDENT in the Surveying Department of 
their South-Eastern Division, who will be required 
to supervise a maintenance staff of approximately 
fifty, working in the London area. Applicants 
should have wide experience of all classes of build- 
ing work, especially that of an _ industrial 
character, be good organisers, and possess sound 
knowledge of estimating, measuring and builders’ 
accounts. Salary scale: £670-£730 per annum. 

Applications, in duplicate, giving date of birth, 
qualifications, experience, present post and salary, 
should reach the Chief Staff and Welfare Officer 
(8.294), Road Haulage Executive, 222, Marylebone 
Road, London, W.1, within seven days of the 
will be required, if eligible, to join a contributory 
appearance of this notice. The selected a 
superannuation scheme. 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL. 
Vacancies for PLANNING ASSISTANTS 
(salaries up to £837 ‘ont Professional qualifica- 
tions: A.R.I.B.A., R.1.C.8. and/or A.M.T.P.I. 
required. and application form from 
Architect, County Hall, 8.E.1, enclosing s.a.e., and 
quoting ‘AB/EK/ P/4. (219) 6479 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF BOURNEMOUTH. 

BOROUGH ARCHITECT’S DEPARTMENT. 

Applications are invited for the appointment of 
a CHIEF ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. Established 
post. Salary Grade A.P.T., VIII (£735-£810 p.a.). 
Applicants must__be Registered Architects 
Members of the R.I.B.A., and have a compre- 
hensive knowledge of all architectural works re- 
quired by Local Authorities. 

The appointment will be terminable by one 
month’s notice, in writing, on either side, and 
subject to the provisions of the Local Govern- 
ment Superannuation Act, 1937, also to the condi- 
tions of service in accordance with the National 
Scheme. 

The successful candidate will be required to 
pass. a medical examination, and will be 
appointed at his present salary if such salary is 
within the incremental scale of the position. 

Applications, on forms obtainable from the 
Borough Architect, Town Hall, Bournemouth, 
must be received by the undersigned, in 
envelopes endorsed “Staff Architectural,” not 
later than 10 a.m., Saturday, 29th March, 1952, 

A. LINDSAY CLEGG, 
Town Clerk. 
6488 


GOVERNMENT OF reseed IRELAND 
SENIOR ARCHITEC 

Applications are invited for the _ a and 
pensionable post of Senior Architect in the 
Ministry of Education 

Salary scale: £1, 300 % £50—£1, 500, with an addi- 
tion of approximately £80 at minimum and £100 
at_ maximum. Commencing salary on this scale 
will be related to qualifications and experience. 

Qualifications: Candidates must be Registered 
Architects by examination. They must have had 
extensive experience in modern School design and 
layout, and should be conversant with the use 
of non-traditional forms of construction. 
Administrative experience will be an advantage. 

———. will be given to candidates who 
served with H.M. Forces during wartime, provided 
the Civil Service Commissioners are satisfied that 
such candidates can, or within a reasonable time 
will be able to, discharge the duties efficiently. 

Application forms may be obtained from the 
Secretary, Civil Service Commission, Stormont, 
Belfast, to whom they should be returned. with 
copies of two recent testimonials, so as to reach 
him not later than 20th March, 1952. 6489 
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Victor Door Springs are installed in the —— Festival hall 


ROBERT ADAMS (VICTOR) LTD 


139, STAINES ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX 
Telephone: HOUnslow 5714 
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AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT. 
HAYES AND HARLINGTON URBAN 
DISTRICT COUNCI 
SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT. 
Applications are invited for the above appoint- 
ment in the Department of the Engineer and 
Surveyor, at a salary in accordance with A.P.T., 
Grade V, of the Scales of Salaries, i.e., £570, rising 
to £620 per annum, plus London “* weighting, ” at 
present amounting to £30 per annum at 26 years 

of age and over. 
Preference will be given to applicants who have 
ewe the Intermediate Examination of the 


Forms of Application may be obtained upon 
receipt of a stamped addressed envelope, from 
the Engineer and Surveyor, Town Hall, Hayes, 


Middlesex, to whom completed applications must 
be returned by 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 19th March, 
1952. 


A. E. HIGGINS, 
Clerk of the Council. 
475 
ROUGH OF ROMFORD. 
APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT ARCHITECT. 
Applications are invited for the above appoint- 
ment on the permanent staff in the Borough Engi- 
neer and Surveyor’s Department. Salary within 
Grade IV (£530-£575) of the A.P T. Division 
of the National Salary Scales. 
Applicants should hold appropriate qualifica- 
tions and have had some Municipal experience. 
Particulars and conditions of the appointment 
may be obtained from the undersigned, who should 
receive applications by the 22nd March, 1952. 
Canvassing will disqualify. 
J. TWINN, 


Town Clerk. 
6493 


Town Hall, Romford. 
3rd March, 1952. 


Sale by Auction 


6 lines or under, 12s. 6d.; each additional line, 2s. 


* OLDE OXGATE FARM, Cricklewood, 
N.W.2. Freehold property of unusual 
character, listed as Building of Historical 


interest. Five beds, oak-beamed recep. rooms, etc. 
Vacant possession. Auction 3rd April, 1952, by 
Wenlock & Taylor, F.A.I., Kensal Rise, N.W.10. 
LAD. 0122. Interesting data, photos, etc., dating 
from 1465, can be inspected at Auctioneers’ = 


Competition 
6 lines or under, 12s. 6d.; each additional line, 2s. 
PRIZE of £20 is offered for-an original 
design for Facia. Must be equally attrac- 
tive by day or night. Specification must accom- 
pany drawing. Winning drawing will be retained 
with all rights, others will be returned, by regis- 
tered post. Managing Alkit ‘Ltd., Out- 
fitters, Cambridge Circus, W.C.2 6491 


Architectural Vacant 
4 lines or under, 7s. 6d.; each additional line, 28 


The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a Local 
Office of the Ministry of Labour or a Scheduled 
Employment Agency if the applicant is a man 
aged 18-64 inclusive or a@ woman aged 18-59 
inclusive unless he or she, or the employment, is 
excepted from the provisions of the Notification 
of Vacancies Order, 1952. 


RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT required in 
London office, about R.I.B.A. Final. Office 
experience essential. Salary according to_experi- 
ence. G. N. Inman & H. A. J. Darlow, 
F. ty R.I.B.A., The Charterhouse, E.C.1. (CLE. 
4414.) 6456(b) 
RCHITECT, with good knowledge _ of 
Quantities, required as CHIEF ASSISTANT. 


Partnership prospects. Reply with full details, 
giving age, qualifications and experience. to Box 
6464. 


AST AFRICA.—ARCHITECTURAL ASSIS- 
TANTS of Intermediate and Final R.I.B.A. 
standard required for interesting work. Free 
housing. Salary according to experience and 
ability. Airmail full particulars to H. G. Radford, 
A.R.1.B.A., & Partners, P.O. Box 1500, mee 
Uganda. 


RC HITECTURAL DRAUGHTSM AN re- 

quired, with experience in_ setting out 
Masonry, detailing and design of Precast Re- 
inforced Concrete Units and Floors. State full 
particulars of experience, age, salary required, to: 
Girlings Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd., Rothwell, near 
Leeds. 650 


ANTED immediately. 


— INTERMEDIATE 

ASSISTANT for Architect’s office (S.W. 
coast); general experience including housing, 
domestic, industrial, surveys, simple specifications. 
State experience, married or single, salary and 
when available. Box 6484. 


ASSISTANT required in West “End 
Office, fully experienced with good adminis- 
— ability. Write, giving age, experience and 
salafy required, to Box 6490. 


13, 1952 


8.W.1. 


Architectural Appointments Wanted 


” EEN ASSISTANT, conscientious worker, 
with several years’ experience, including 

L.A. housing, wishing to extend experience, seeks 
appointment with Architect of contemporary out- 
look. Appreciative of enthusiasm and hard work. 
Willing to travel anywhere, and accept responsi- 
bility. Single. References available. Please reply 
Box 400. 


A ‘SSISTANT, age 22, with 3 years’ office ex- 
perience, seeks position in London architect’s 
omnce. box 404. 


DPROBATIONER 

National Service, studying at Polytechnic, 

two years’ good drawing office experience as 

draugatsman, requires position in Architect's 
office. Box 409. 


7OUNG Man with initiative (age 22), 12 months 

in Arciitect’s office as draughtsman, 3 years 

in Quantity Surveyor’s ofiice, seeks post in small 

or medium Architect’s practice. Very keen. Pre- 

ferably London or Middlesex. Harrow 0865. 
Box 6504. 


AKCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT (24), 
p i Inter. and Final standard. 5 years’ full-time 
\ralming, seeks post, 15 miles Bath or Bristol 
area. BOx 237 


(aged 22), completed 


NiOK ARCHIITECT’S ASSISTANT, Final 
standard, requires permanent position, West 


End or City, small office, or as Assistant to Com- 
pany Architect. Used to large contracts, 
dilapidations, war damage, specifications, surveys, 


etc. Sketch plans to final accounts and contact 

with clients. Car driver. No Saturday attend- 

ance, but longer hours during week if required. 

Salary £575 p.a. Box 402 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT (33), 
comprehensive experience, seeks position in 

oifice in Belfast or London. Box 408. 


A K.1.B.A. (woman, 27) wishes 

4AXe London office. Box 396. 

ARCH., A-R-T.B.A., 
experience general 


position in 


age 29, 20 months’ 
practice, 


requires 
position in or near Birmingham. Box 407. 
/ R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl.(Hons.), keen contempo- 
4 rary outlook (27), 14 years’ 


experience, 
requires post in London firm immediately. 


R.1.B.A. 


Box 406. 
J age 40) requires position in manag- 
sie ing cmaaiier. For the past 5 years has 
had the sole responsibility for a company’s archi- 
tectural work in the London area—light industrial 
and commercial, war damage and new work. 
a with modern procedure and legislation. 
ox 

UALIFIED ARCHITECT 


(A.R.1.B.A.), with 
considerable 


, _ experience of many types of 
architectural projects, has held positions of re- 
sponsibility, seeks Senior position with firm in 
or near London offering interesting and responsible 
work. Salary required, £800 per annum. Box 6511. 

UNIOR ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, 

4 years’ experience, studying Inter. R.1.B.A., 

seeks position in Tyneside office. Box 410. 

NHARTERED ARCHITECT, with experience 
of many types of architectural works 
involving complete responsibility and_ initiative, 
seeks part-time position of three or four days 
per week with firm in or near London. Salary 
by arrangement. Box 6512. 

R.I.B.A., 18 years’ 
as SENIOR 
Southern Counties). Box 6518. 

R.1.B.A. available for part-time assistance 
to other Architects. Box 6519. 
yo NG South African Student (4th year 

Diploma), with 2 years’ 


office experience in 
South Africa. seeks 6 — position in London 
Architect’ s office. Box 411 


‘Other Vacant 


4 lines or under, 78. 6d.; each additional line, 28. 


experience, se 
ASSISTANT 


seeks post 
(London or 


sie 


The engagement of persons answering these 
advertisements must be made through a Local 
Office of the Ministry of Labour or a Scheduled 
Employment Agency if the applicant is a man 
aged 18-64 inclusive or a@ woman aged 18-59 
inclusive unless he or she, or the employment, is 
excepted from_the provisions of the Notification 
of Vacancies Order, 1952. 


PPLICATIONS are invited by Gas Chambers 

& Coke Ovens, Ltd.. for the positions 
scheduled herewith. All posts are pensionable and 
offer good prospects to ambitious men. A five-day 
week of 38 hours is in operation. Applicants 
should state age and give brief particulars of 
experience. All applications will be treated in 
strict confidence. Assistance will be given to 
successful applicants to obtain suitable housing 
accommodation. 

(a) SENIOR REFRACTORY BRICKWORK 
DESIGNERS, experienced in design of Inter- 
mittent Chambers and/or Coke Ovens. Salary: 
from on according to ability and experience. 

(b) IOR DRAUGHTSMEN, as_ above. 
Pk to detailing Refractory Brickwork. 
Salary: from £350, according to experience. 
Applications should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Gas Chambers & Coke Ovens, Ltd., Chandos 
House, Buckingham Gate, W estminster, aaa 
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v1ypas ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL” requires a 
JUNIOR DRAUGHTSMAN, to assist in 
the preparation of final ink drawings for Informa- 
tion Sheets and Working Details. Good 
draughtsmanship, a knowledge of building con- 
struction, and a keen interest in the above type 


of work are necessary. Write to the Editor 
(Information Sheets), 9, Queen Anne’s Gate, 

S.W.1, stating age, architectural training. and 
experience (if any). 6501 


( UANTITY SURV EYORS. — Vacancy ist April 
for energetic, keen, Junior Surveyor. Experi- 
eneed in working up, 


a checking accounts, minor 
taking off, etc. 


‘Highest references are required. 
Apply stating age, salary, training and experi- 
ences, with references, to: Harrison & Cox, 
Architects, 49, Frederick Koad, Edgbastcon, Bir- 
mingham. 6483 


Partnership 


o lines or under, 12s. 6d.; each additional line, 23. 


UALIFIED ARCHITECT, with experience of 

surveying and all branches of architectural 
practice and procedure, having held positions of 
responsibility, seeks Partnership or position lead- 
ing thereto, in London or surrounding districts. 
Small number of own clients and capital avail- 
able. Box 6509. 


Services Offered 
4 lines or under. 7s. 6d.; each additional line, 28 
] ONDON 
4 work. 


Surveys, 


Architect will undertake part-time 
Working Drawings, Sketch Plans, 
on an hourly basis. Apply Box 6506. 


| oe LOW R.1I.B.A. prepared to give whole or 
part-time services during May, June and 
July. Box 6485. 

ENIOR ARCHITECT, A.R.1.B.A., contemplat- 

ing change, offers his services to architectural 
department of industrial concern or architect’s 
officé. Many years chief assistant to well-known 
architects, late Associate Designer of the interior 
of a major section of the South Bank. Wide 
experience in this country and abroad, hard 
worker and exceptionally fast draughtsman, used 
to design and organise large contracts. Salary 
level approx. £1,200. Box 6495 

RCHITECTURAL MODELS and 
i Edward J. Ashenden, A.R.C.A., 
Studios, 183, Kings Road, 8.W.3. Tel. : 


Dioramas. 
15, Chenil 
Flax 6103. 

2566 


4,REE-LANCE Surveyor offers Services to 
Architects requiring accurate surveys of land 

and buildings, levelling, contouring, etc.; own 
car and complete equipment. 2772 


YHARTERED ARCHITECT, with small but 
/ growing practice in London, offers his 
services in connection with work on all types of 
Architectural projects and surveys for house 


purchase and_ dilapidation settlements. All 

commissions will be given special and speedy 

attention. Box 6510. 

1 RAUGHTSMANSHIP, Designing and 
Artistry for all trades and _ professions. 


C. Leslie New, Architectural Designer, 46, West- 
field Road, Birmingham, 15. ’Phone: EDG. ye 


UALIF IED ENGINEERS are able to under- 
take Reinforced Concrete and Steel Design- 
ing. Box 6515. 


offers Services in 


RCHITECT part-time 
London area. Any work considered. 
Strictest confidence. Box 6517. 
RCHITECT’S ASSISTANT offers part-time 
i help to Architects. Payment by the hour or 


the job. Box 6523. 


For Sale or Wanted ; 


4 lines or under, 7s. 6d.; each additional line. 28. 


ODERN Architecture in Great Britain is the 

N subject of ‘Architecture D’ Aujourdhui 
price 18s. 6d. Subscription is £5 8s. per 

See below. 6388 


No. 39,” 
year (6 issues). 8 
ODERN Furniture at the Triennale is the 
subject of recent issues of {Domes 
10s. 6d. each, or £5 15s. per year (12 issues), 
£2 17s. 6d. for 6 months. Sole agents, 
Tiranti, Ltd., 72, Charlotte Street, London, 
architectural booksellers since 189. List of 
Continental magazines free. 389 


TU DENT would appreciate cuttings, “photo- 
graphs, etc., of pre-war, post-war designs of 

Golf C lubhouses—English, Continental—to prepare 
Thesis. A. C. Jones, 16a, West Avenue, _— 
Devon. 47 


JANTED.—Hall Harding Plan Copier 
W Developing Machine. ’Phone PRO. 
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OR SALE.—Bound volumes of “ Architectural 

Review,” Vols. 23 and 24 (1908) to Vols. 43 

and 44 (1918) inc., and Vol. 45 (1919). Total 
% vols. Write offers Box 6505. 


SALE. Architects’ Secondhand ‘Furniture. 
Plan chest, drawing stands, drawing board, 
desks, stools, chairs, etc. Bargains. Box 6482 
F Copier, double elephant size. Also hand- 
operated developing machine, good condition. 
fF. Bradford & Co. Ltd., Angel Road, —— 


PROFESSIONAL 
os SALE.—Succession to small, but first-class 
Architect’s practice in  Liverpool-South 
Lancashire area. Reasonable offer accepted for 
uick sale. Reply Box V57, Lee & Nightingale, 
iverpool. 


Miscellaneous 
4 lines or under, 78. 6d.; each additional line. 28 


J. BINNS, LTD., Specialists in the supply 

e and fixing of all types of Fencing, Gates 

Cloakroom Equipment. Harvest Works, 
107, St. Paul’s Road, N.1. Canonbury 2061. 


INKFIELD MANOR NURSERIES, ASCOT. 

lay out Rock and Formal Gardens and 
Labourless “ Allweather””’ Tennis Courts. Eight 
Chelsea Gold Medals since 1947. Contractors to 
the Festival of Britain. Winkfield Row 393. au 
171 


RTISTS’ HOUSE EXHIBITION .—From 
Abstract Art to New Realism. Works by 
Peri, Manette Street (Charing Cross Road), 11-6 
daily, incl. Sat., until 4th April. 6452 


HOT EL 
OUGLAS (I.0.M.).—HOTEL METROPOLE. 


Tel. 2381. Fully licensed. Resident 
orchestra. Ballroom. Room service. Manx farm 
produce. *Phones all rooms. Ideal Holiday. 


Moderate tariff. Brochure apply 1. Barker. 6502 
PROFESSION AL OFFICES. ote rooms, kit- 
i chenette. Use of waiting room and recep- 
tionist. £375 all inclusive. Short or long lease. 
Pad. 2451. 6481 
ARGE Room to Let, Manchester Square 
(approx. 250 sq. ft.). Ideally suitable for 
architect. Telephone WELbeck 6271. 6513 


Educational Announcements 
4 lines or under. 7s. 6d.:; each additional line. 2s. 


I.B.A. and T.P.I. EXAMS.—Stuart 
of Arch., Lon. Univ.) and G. 
Crockett, M.A F./ /A.R.1.B.A., MA MT PT. 
(Prof. Sir Pairpie ‘Abercrombie in assn.) prepare 
Students by correspondence tuition. 10, Adelaide 
Street, Strand, W.C.2. TEM. 1603/4. 


NSTRUCTOR in vrominent School of Archi- 
tecture will undertake private Tuition in 


preparation for R.I.B.A. examination. Box 6507. 
INTER, FINAL & 


R | B A SPECIAL FINAL 


Postal Courses starting now in all or any subject 
including Design and Professional Practice. 


THE ELLIS SCHOOL 
Principal: A. B. Waters, M.B.E., G.M., F.R.I.B.A. 


103B, OLD BROMPTON RD., LONDON, S.W.7 
Phone: KEN 4477/8/9 and at Worcester | 
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QUANTITY SURVEYING 
Postal Courses for R.1.C.S., 1.A.A.S., and 1.Q.S. 
Exams. in all or any subject starting now. Tuition 
by well qualified tutors under the direction of the 
Principal: A. B. Waters, M.B.E., G.M., F.R.ILB.A. 
Descriptive booklet on request. 


THE ELLIS SCHOOL 
103B, OLD BROMPTON RD., LONDON, S.W.7 


Phone: KEN 4477/8/9 and at Worcester 


PROFESSIONAL 
ADVANCEMENT 


STUDY 
through COURSES 


RFA 
ABSOLUTE NON-COMBUSTIBILITY WITH 


DURASTEEL 


COMPOSITE STEEL & ASBESTOS ROOFING 
CORRUGATED DURASTEEL Steel-cored 
Asbestos Sheeting conforms to Standard III 
Building Specification and combines mech. 
anical strength with high fire resistance, 
DURABILITY - SAFETY - LOW MAINTENANCE 
Send for data to manufacturers :— 
Durasteel Ltd., Oldfield Lane, Greenford, Middx’ 
Tel.: WAXlow 1051 (P.B.X.) 


@ I.C.S. Home Study Courses help the 
professional man to further his career, 
1.C.S. Students have won brilliant suc- 
cesses in the following Examinations :— 
R. 1. B. A. R. Inst. Ch. Surveyors 
Inst. Civil Eng. Inst. Mech. Eng. 

Inst. Mun. Eng. Inst. Clerk of Works 
Inst. Struct. Eng. Inst. Ind. Admin. 

All candidates are coached until successful. 
First-class non-examination instruction is also 
available in Architecture, Accountancy, 
Auditing, Mun. Eng., Bldg. Contracting & 
Specifications, Qty. Surveying, Civil Eng., 
Draughtsmanship, Struct. Eng., Sanitary Eng., 
etc. Fees are moderate and include al/ books 
required. Write today for FREE booklet 
describing our Courses in any of the subjects 
mentioned above. 


Generous discount to H.M. Forces. 


INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS 
Dept. 5.A., 71, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 


FIBROUS PLASTERWORK OF 
EVERY DESCRIPTION 


ALLIED GUILDS 


King Edward Square 
SUTTON COLDFIELD. Tel: Sut 3809 


MODELS =~ 


John B. THORP BY 


FOR 98 GRAY’S INN ROAD, 
TOWN PLANNING 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS TELEPHONE : 
HOLBORN 101! 


ESTATES and 
INTERIORS 


HARDEST SURFACE 
LONGEST LASTING 


for INSIDE 


so or OUTSIDE 


ENAMEL PAINT DECORATION 
ASPINALLS (Paints) LTD - Carleton - Skipton - Vests 
n.d.h. 


MADE BY GEORGE ELLISON LIMITED - PERRY BARR - BIRMINGHAM - 228 


You are invited to write for an illustrated 


(free) catalogue of 


BOO K architecture, planning, 


and kindred subjects to The Architectural 


Press, 9-13 Queen Anne’s Gate, London, SWr 


FLOORING 


HOSPITALS 


SHOWROOMS 


ITS BEST 


SCHOOLS: OFFICES 


HOTELS* FLATS 


INSULCRETE WORKS, YEOMAN ST.S.E.8 


ELCO CORK TILES 
NOEL WOOD MOSAIC 


GRANOFLEX ACID RESISTING FLOORING 
ELCO RUBBER TILES 
UNIFLOR ASPHALT TILES 


OVER 1000 COMPLETED CONTRACTS SINCE 1945 


E.J. ELGOOD LTD. inousteiat FLooRING SPECIALISTS 


TELEPHONE: BERmondsey 1/44 (6lines) 
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LEARN HOW TO:— 
SPECIFY, 
TEST, 
USE, 


SHERARDIZING 


ZINC ALLOY 


RUST PROOFING CO. LTD. 


SHAKESPEARE STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON 
TELEPHONE: WOLVERHAMPTON 20647/8 
ALSO AT LONDON & ROCHDALE. 
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“GASANAIR” HEATING UNIT 
\N10 MINUTES! 


Instal the CHANDOS “Gasanair™’ Heating Unit and heating problems vanish. No overnight 
stoking, no long warming-up period, just switch on for pleasant evenly distributed warmth in 
ten minutes. 

This compact Cabinet Model occupies the minimum floor space and cuts out costly structural 


A special Chandos feature is its dual-purpose adaptability. In hot weather it can be used 
for ventilation and cooling. 


cons Height - Base Square. 


Cabinets at present available in sizes :— 


110 cub. ft. $5,000 B.T.U's 300 cub. ft 150,000 B.T U's 
200 cub. ft 100,000 B.T.U's 400 cub ft 200,000 B.T.U's 
Other models up to one million B:T.U’s | hour 


Write for full details to: 


CHANDOS ENGINEERING CO. LTD 
17 HIGH STREET: EGHAM - SURREY 


Telephone: Egham 3041-2 


alterations. The unique ‘gas purification’ system ensures efficient heating at a new low cost. 


4 Rely-a-Bell Grilles are a valuable and time-saving pro- the sale of non-alcoholic drinks, etc. Other types of Ss 
tection for the stocks of bars in Hotels, Clubs, Public Grilles are available for the protection of shop, house > eI 
Houses, etc. They operate as easily as blinds and are and hotel windows. & 

available in many sizes, weights and finishes. 
At the close of licensed hours, they can be let down into e shall be pleased to discuss, without obligation, the most b 4 

€ the locked protective position and meet the requirements suitable types to meet the needs of Architects and Builders. co 
of the authorities for the continued use of the room for Write Dept. A.J. for full information. 


XXX 


\A 


54 WILSON STREET, (FINSBURY SQ.,) LONDON, E.C.2 
Telephone: BlShopsgate 1955 (4 lines) 
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ASSEMBLY HALL MAIN ENTRANCE HALL 


KELLS SECONDARY SCHOOL, WHITEHAVEN 


County Architect: John H. Haughan, F.R.1.B.A. 


This school, the largest in Cumberland, has been designed to suit the 
contours of the site and stands on a headland 270 feet above sea level 


in the town of Whitehaven. 


John Laing and Son Limited, Building and Civil Engineering 


Contractors, London N W7, Carlisle, Johannesburg and Lusaka L Al Ni G 


Established in 1848 


FRONT ELEVATION 


Printed in Great Britain for the Proprietors of “ THE ARCHITECTS’ JOURNAL ” (The Architectural Press Ltd.), 9, 11 and 13, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
Westminster, S.W.i, by HARRISON & SONS LTD., Printers to His late Majesty King George VI, London, Hayes (Middx.), and High Wycombe. 
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